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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This is a timely research for local governments in developing countries that lack efficient financial practices like accounting processes, Budgeting, Financial reporting and Risk management. And again, to a large extent effective financial management practices enhance the performance of those charged with governance in local government administrative functions. Thus, local government staffing function is not exempted from talent management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Going through the entire research report, I saw descriptive statistics analysis and regression analysis. The author should note that this  is a mixed method of research involving qualitative (containing research instrument of Open-ended questions) and quantitative (using close-ended questions).
Remember, qualitative study is a naturalistic inquiry based process that seeks an indepth understanding of social phenomenon. E.g Grounded Theory, Historical analysis, etc. And this 

should be clearly distinguished in the questionnaire structure to measure characteristics, attitudes, social relationships etc.
Whereas, quantitative study is a research strategy that concerns the quantifying of collection and analysis of data. Deductive approach is used , in which emphasis is placed on testing hypotheses and theories. Thus, the objective of quantitative research is to develop mathematical models to test hypotheses and theories E.g  regression models.
At least, the Abstract should have  highlighted the mixed methods applied in brief.
Therefore, highlighting the method, should read "Descriptive and cross-sectional survey designs were used to collect qualitative and quantitative data obtained from 165 participants on finance job schedule among selected MMCDAs respectively.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. Just few corrections.
the attention of the author that the introduction section is not a literature review section. It is a sectionn for the author him/herself to introduce financial management practices, it's variables - Budgeting, Internal Control and Public procurement practices and how each of them required to enhance local government administrative efficiency. Also, introduce Local government administrative formations and how these formations could be efficient to achieve set goals for the interest of the public..
What is the author 's reasons that this topic is worth conducting a research.  And what is the author 's motivation to conduct this research.
Problem Statement is not a literature review but it is author 's intention to tell the readers the puzzled situation about financial management practices that needed attention to enhance local government administrative efficiency. Tell the readers even if they are more than one or more problems. State these problems clearly.
Then, the author can cite two or three scholars who have worked on similar area of financial management studies but to the best of Author's knowledge,  this current study has not been conducted. This is the gap in existing literature that the author has to cover. From the above problems stated, formulate your objectives, major research questions and hypotheses as the case may be.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	There is need for only few references in introduction section because is basically the horses mouth to tell the readers what is involved in the study. Establish the study variables in the introduction section with just few references.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The author is advised to check and use appropriate words of the subject matter and research language.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Note: One of the limitations of descriptive survey is that it cannot be used to establish cause and effect relationship. Second, It has potential bias if the sample is not representative of the population, then the findings may not be accurate.
The dependent variable in the conceptual framework should read Administrative efficiency and not organizational efficiency. Local government formation is not a mere Organizational structure but a complex one that consist of Chairman, Councillors, Wards, Executive, and Legislative functions. Expunge personal characteristics column.  Administrative efficiency also recognize personal traits .
The research topic is good one. Let the author use his own words to introduce the study variables and not a literature review in introduction section. That is, overview of financial management practices to enhance local government efficiency.
Then tell us Budgeting practice that could influence LG administrative efficiency, internal control mechanism and Public procurement practice. All should be tailored towards the motivation of the study.
Also give a brief overview of local government administrative efficiency and it's elements of measurement of efficiency, which the author will also focus on the review of related literature respectively.
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