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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript presents a well-structured and timely investigation into the factors influencing business performance in MSMEs, with a clear focus on entrepreneurial leadership, training, absorptive capacity, and innovation capability. The use of PLS-SEM and a multistage random sampling method is commendable, ensuring robust statistical analysis and representative data from the selected Indonesian districts. However, the manuscript could be strengthened by elaborating on the contextual factors specific to the study’s geographic scope, as these may limit generalizability to other regions or economies. Additionally, a deeper discussion of the practical implications for MSMEs, such as specific strategies for implementing training or fostering absorptive capacity, would enhance the study’s applicability. The mediation analysis of innovation capability is a strong point, but clarifying the theoretical mechanisms underpinning these relationships could further solidify the study’s contribution. Overall, this is a valuable study with minor revisions needed to improve clarity and practical relevance.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Entrepreneurial Leadership, Training, Absorptive Capacity on Business Performance: The Mediating Role of Innovation Capability," is partially suitable but has some limitations. It lists the key variables and highlights the mediating role of innovation capability, which is central to the study. However, the phrasing is slightly awkward and lacks clarity in conveying the relationships between variables. Specifically, the phrase "on Business Performance" feels incomplete, and the title does not fully capture the dynamic interplay or the context of the study (e.g., MSMEs in Indonesia). A more concise and precise title would better reflect the study's scope and findings.

Suggested Alternative Title:

"Entrepreneurial Leadership, Training, and Absorptive Capacity: Driving Business Performance through Innovation Capability Mediation"


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally clear and informative but can be improved for better flow and conciseness. The objective should be rephrased for clarity, and the methodology section can be simplified. There is some repetition in the results and conclusion that should be reduced. A more concise summary of key findings and implications would strengthen the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically sound with a clear research framework and appropriate use of quantitative methods. The application of PLS-SEM is suitable for the study objectives, and the findings are logically presented. However, minor improvements in clarity, structure, and explanation of key terms would enhance its scientific rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and cover relevant themes related to innovation, entrepreneurial leadership, and SME performance. However, a few older sources (e.g., before 2010) could be updated or supplemented with more recent studies (2020–2024) to reflect current trends and enhance the paper’s academic relevance. Consider adding recent journal articles from high-impact sources like Journal of Small Business Management, Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, or Sustainability.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally understandable, but there are several grammatical errors and awkward phrasings that affect clarity. A thorough proofreading or professional language editing is recommended to ensure the article meets scholarly communication standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study addresses a relevant topic with practical implications. However, improving the clarity of writing, tightening the structure, and refining the analysis would enhance the overall quality and impact of the manuscript.
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