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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses the importance of proper customer screening before lending by commercial banks to avoid the problems of information asymmetry and adverse selection. Further areas for possible research may include SACCOs and other lending institutions. Alternative methodology maybe considered in future research n the areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and suitable for the article.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is fairly well written; however, the author may need to add the methodology used and the software used for data analysis. The specific p-values and conclusions on the null hypothesis can also be added to make it more comprehensive and informative. Is the data used for only 2019? If so this need to be specified. Also clarify whether data used was primary data only.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is well written and scientifically correct. The approach and methodology is good
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient however, most of them are more than ten years old. More recent references are recommended to make the study more current. Further, some references cited in the text and missing under the list of references for example Mpuga (2008), Muhamad & Basah (2016), Richard, Chijoriga, and Kaijage (2010). Some references listed are incomplete for instance Rothschild and Stiglitz (1976).


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language used is suitable for scholarly communication. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. There is a bracket on the left-hand side of this equation. The author may need to clarify whether the is correct.
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2. The author needs to check the consistency of tense use in the document. For instance the first sentence under diagnostic tests below should read ‘were’ and not was.
        
Diagnostic tests
A series of tests was conducted to assess the normality of continuous variables, multicollinearity, and heteroscedasticity, as detailed in Tables 2 and 3.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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