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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript shows a significant positive correlation between self-reliance programs and economic independence using a quantitative research methodology. It fills a gap in the literature concerning the role of faith-based organizations in Sub-Saharan Africa, prompting further investigation into their contributions to effective empowerment models. The study encourages future research to explore the interactive effects of various programs, aiming for a more comprehensive approach to socio-economic development strategies. Overall, this research enhances existing knowledge and lays the foundation for strengthening empowerment initiatives in similar contexts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is quite suitable as it clearly conveys the main focus of the study. Nevertheless, a suggestion title could be “Empowering Women and Youth through Self-Reliance Programs: Insights from Kyanyakatura Archdeaconry, Uganda”. This title could enhance its appeal, succinctness and clarity for a wider audience maintaining the core elements of original title.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is comprehensive. It provides objectives, methods, and main findings. Nevertheless, it could be made clearer and more comprehensive. I suggest additional key findings concerning empowerment indicators, acknowledge study limitation if any, and offer directions for future research. Also, intensifying on practical implication for policymakers and how the study aligns with Uganda’s National Development Plan III and the UN Sustainable Development Goals would increase its relevance. Overall, these few enhancements could make the abstract more informative for readers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically correct, demonstrating methodological rigor, appropriate statistical analysis, and a meaningful contribution to the field of socio-economic empowerment through self-reliance programs.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references quite sufficient and recent. Nevertheless, additional references concerning recent studies on self-reliance, publications on empowerment tools, research on faith-based interventions, and systematic reviews could be provided to provide a broader perspective and thereby strengthening the manuscript’s contributions.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article appear to be suitable for scholarly communications. Nevertheless, minor improvements could further enhance its readability and engagement with the audiences.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript significantly contributes to the field of socio-economic empowerment, offering a strong methodological basis and clear practical implications for both practice and future research. It successfully tackles an important area of study and presents empirical evidence that can guide policymakers and development practitioners. 
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