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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides valuable insights into the fish species composition and biomass contributions in the Hazratbal basin, highlighting the dominance of species like Common carp and the relatively low presence of native Schizothorax species. This data is crucial for understanding local biodiversity and ecosystem health. It emphasizes the need for systematic data collection on fishing costs and catch efforts, which is currently lacking in the region. This information is essential for conducting economic analyses and developing sustainable fisheries management practices. The research employs rigorous statistical methods to analyze catch per unit effort (CPUE) using different fishing techniques, contributing to the methodology of fisheries science and providing a framework for future studies in similar ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article suitable because it should reflect the primary focus of the research, which is the assessment of fish species and their economic implications in the Hazratbal basin.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract should include a brief overview of the study's objectives, specifically focusing on the assessment of fish species composition and economic analysis in the Hazratbal basin. This will provide readers with a clear understanding of the research focus from the outset.
Suggestion: A brief mention of the methodology used, such as the statistical analysis of catch per unit effort (CPUE), would provide insight into the rigor of the research and its reliability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound because it accurately identifies the economic challenges faced by local fisheries in Jammu and Kashmir, highlighting the scarcity of data on fishing costs and the reluctance of fishers to disclose such information. This reflects a genuine understanding of the socio-economic dynamics in the region. The manuscript presents relevant data on fish species composition and catch per unit effort (CPUE), indicating that the Common carp dominates the catch, which is consistent with findings from similar studies in the region.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are both sufficient and recent, along with incorporating additional relevant studies, would strengthen the manuscript scientific foundation.
Suggestion: The manuscript could benefit from additional references that focus on sustainable fishing practices and the ecological impacts of fishing methods, as these are critical for understanding the broader implications of the study's findings. Recent literature on fisheries management and conservation strategies should be considered.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language used in the contexts is generally clear and precise, which is essential for scholarly communication.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript effectively highlights the unique characteristics of Dal Lake, including its historical significance and current ecological status, which provides a strong backdrop for the study. It effectively highlights the unique characteristics of Dal Lake, including its historical significance and current ecological status, which provides a strong backdrop for the study. 

Overall, the manuscript presents valuable insights into local fisheries, but a stronger emphasis on ecological sustainability and recent research would strengthen its impact.
Suggestion: The manuscript could benefit from additional references that focus on sustainable fishing practices and the ecological impacts of fishing methods, as these are critical for understanding the broader implications of the study's findings. Recent literature on fisheries management and conservation strategies should be considered.
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