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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript explores the potential of Grewia optiva rhizobacteria as a plant growth-promoting rhizobacteria (PGPR) bioformulation. The study is relevant as PGPR are increasingly critical in advancing sustainable agriculture, particularly in the context of climate-smart farming and regenerative systems. The experimental methods are generally sound, and the results are promising, suggesting an improvement in plant development via microbial inoculation.

Multipurpose trees such as Grewia optiva are indeed cornerstones of agroforestry systems, offering ecological, economic, and fodder-related benefits. However, for the application of rhizobacteria to be complete and sustainable in agroecological systems, the author should consider integrating carbon feeding strategies. Feeding soil microbes with soluble carbon sources like molasses, fish hydrolysate, or seaweed extracts enhances microbial activity, improves colonization efficiency, and ensures a more consistent response in field conditions. These are important considerations in developing holistic and practical bioformulation.

The paper would benefit from resubmission with a discussion that includes these practical elements and an expanded scope on maintaining microbial vitality in the field through carbon supplementation. This addition would strengthen the applicability and real-world relevance of the study.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear and representative of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is largely adequate. However, a brief statement on the implications for agroforestry or sustainable systems would enhance its impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it appears to be scientifically sound and methodologically appropriate.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are mostly relevant. The author is encouraged to include additional recent literature on microbial bioformulations in agroforestry systems and the use of soluble carbon in microbial stimulation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is readable and mostly suited for scholarly communication, though a few minor grammatical improvements are recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is promising and timely. Including practical strategies for sustaining microbial function (such as soluble carbon feeding) will enhance the relevance and field-readiness of this research.
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