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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes significantly to sustainable chilli cultivation practices by evaluating the effect of balanced fertilization and mulching on growth, yield, weed suppression and economic returns. The use of organic and plastic mulches under varying fertilization regimens helps clarify their individual and combined impacts, offering practical recommendations to farmers and researchers alike. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate but if we include the geographical relevance, which enhances contextual value.

"Effect of Balanced Fertilization and Mulching on Growth, Yield and Economics of Chilli (Capsicum annuum L.) in Odisha"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the objectives, methodology, results and conclusion of the study. However, the following improvements are recommended: -

· consider breaking long sentences for better readability.

· Correct minor typos such as “fruit dry weigh” → “fruit dry weight” and “umber of weeds” → “number of weeds”.

· Clarify the role of each treatment briefly (T1, T2, T3) and avoid excessive repetition.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The experiment is well-designed with appropriate replication and statistical analysis (RBD).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are extensive, relevant and mostly recent. However, to further strengthen the paper include more recent studies from the last 3 years on polythene mulch use in chilli or similar crops.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The english is generally understandable but there are numerous grammatical and typographical errors (e.g., inconsistent capitalization, missing articles, awkward phrasing).
	

	Optional/General comments


	Include graphs and adding photos of treatments (e.g., plots with different mulches) would enhance visual engagement.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer Details:

Bharti Choudhary, JNKVV, India
Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)



