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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a timely and relevant contribution to the growing body of knowledge at the intersection of machine learning and financial cybersecurity. By modeling the relationship between various forms of cybercrime and key performance indicators (PAT, EPS, PBT) in the Nigerian banking sector, the authors offer both empirical insight and practical implications for risk mitigation. The integration of machine learning techniques, particularly linear regression, into the analysis showcases a data-driven approach that can be extended to other economies facing similar challenges. Moreover, the study adds value by linking cybercrime to economic theories like the New Growth Theory and Contingency Theory, offering a holistic view of the dynamics between technological evolution and organizational performance.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable. It is precise and clearly conveys the study's focus on the application of machine learning to analyze cybercrime’s effect on banking performance in Nigeria.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the key objectives, methodology, and findings of the study. It communicates the significance of machine learning in identifying performance-related issues due to cybercrime. No changes are necessary.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. The authors clearly articulate the research design, data collection sources, regression modeling techniques, and hypothesis testing methods. The statistical analysis is thorough, and the conclusions drawn are well-supported by empirical results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, diverse, and recent. They cover a wide range of topics including machine learning, cybercrime, e-commerce, and banking operations. No additional references are necessary at this time.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in clear, scholarly English suitable for academic communication. The language is generally formal and understandable, with only minor typographical errors that do not detract from the overall clarity or quality.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript stands out for its interdisciplinary approach, blending computer science, finance, and criminology. The use of real-world data and code-based machine learning methods enhances its relevance for both academic and professional audiences. Accepting this paper without revision is justified, as it offers novel insight and practical guidance in a well-structured and comprehensive manner.
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