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 Abstract
Child sexual abuse (CSA) is a pervasive global issue with profound impacts on children’s physical, emotional, and psychological well-being. Despite international legal frameworks like the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, underreporting persists due to socio-cultural norms, systemic failures, and limited awareness. This study examines community knowledge and perceptions of CSA in Arusha District, Tanzania, where high prevalence rates coexist with weak enforcement of protective laws like the Sexual Offenses Special Provisions Act (1998) and the Law of the Child Act (2009). Using a mixed-methods approach, the research surveyed 100 respondents (51% male, 49% female; 53% aged 10–14)  while 99% of respondents recognized CSA’s consequences (e.g., pregnancy, disease), qualitative data showed low awareness of reporting mechanisms, with cases often concealed due to stigma or corruption. For instance, 40% of respondents believed families discourage reporting, and key informants described bribes obstructing justice. Despite policy efforts, implementation gaps—especially in rural areas—allow abuse to thrive, perpetuated by patriarchal norms and institutional inefficiencies. The study underscores the urgent need for grassroots awareness campaigns, stronger accountability mechanisms, and community engagement to align legal frameworks with local realities. Recommendations include enhancing school-based education, strengthening social welfare services, and combating corruption to ensure justice for survivors and prevention of future abuse.
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INTRODUCTION
Child sexual abuse (CSA) remains a critical violation of children's rights and a global public health issue, with far-reaching implications for their physical, emotional, and psychological well-being. This form of abuse cuts across borders, cultures, and socioeconomic classes, often thriving in silence due to deeply entrenched socio-cultural norms, systemic failures, and limited public awareness. Despite growing international attention, a significant gap persists globally between the occurrence of CSA and its formal reporting. This gap continues to hinder survivors' access to justice and essential support services (UNICEF, 2020).
Evidence from different parts of the world reveals the widespread nature of this challenge. In Europe, for instance, children and adolescents who experience sexual abuse are often reluctant or unable to report incidents to authorities. UNICEF (2020) notes that self-reported victimization rates consistently surpass official case reports, reflecting a pattern of systemic underreporting and highlighting barriers to accessing professional help. Similarly, in Asia, cultural beliefs and legal inadequacies contribute to the under-recognition of CSA. As documented by Shafe and Hutchinson (2014), in India, some alleged offenders claim ignorance of the criminal nature of their actions, while in Jordan, legal action is often initiated only after severe harm or death occurs. These examples point to broader issues of cultural normalization of abuse and weak institutional response mechanisms.
Shifting focus to Sub-Saharan Africa, the situation is particularly concerning. The region experiences some of the highest reported rates of CSA globally. A multi-country study conducted by Sumner et al. and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (2015) revealed that the lifetime prevalence of childhood sexual violence among females ranged from 8.9% in Kenya to an alarming 37.6% in Swaziland. In addition to the high prevalence, the study found that a combination of cultural silence, limited access to protection services, and inadequate public awareness exacerbates children's vulnerability to sexual violence across the region.
Recognizing the urgency of this crisis, the international community has adopted several legal instruments aimed at protecting children. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), for instance, obliges member states to safeguard children from all forms of abuse and exploitation (UNICEF, 2019). On the African continent, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1999) reinforces this commitment by calling on states to enact and implement measures to prevent and address child abuse, including CSA.
In East Africa, countries such as Tanzania have responded by enacting legal frameworks and developing strategic policies aimed at enhancing child protection. As a signatory to both the CRC and the African Charter, Tanzania has made notable progress. The Sexual Offenses Special Provisions Act (SOSPA) of 1998 and the Law of the Child Act of 2009 represent key legislative milestones. Additionally, the government introduced the National Plan of Action to End Violence Against Women and Children, which adopts a multi-sectoral approach to tackle violence and abuse (UNICEF, 2010; Moshi, 2018). These policies demonstrate strong political will and institutional commitment to child protection.
However, despite these advancements, gaps in implementation continue to undermine the effectiveness of these legal and policy instruments. In many communities, there remains a profound lack of awareness about CSA, leading to delayed reporting, under-disclosure by victims, and limited support for survivors. These challenges are especially pronounced in rural and peri-urban areas, where cultural taboos, fear of social stigma, and patriarchal norms continue to shape attitudes and responses to CSA.
Given these realities, it becomes clear that community knowledge and perceptions are central to both preventing CSA and supporting affected children. Studies have consistently shown that where awareness is low, CSA incidents are more likely to be concealed or normalized. For example, in Finland, Lahtinen et al. (2018) found that although 80% of victims disclosed their abuse to someone, only 12% reported it to authorities. Similarly, research by Stiller and Hellmann (2017) in Germany highlighted that while 76% of CSA victims disclosed their experiences, only a fraction of cases reached law enforcement, and most disclosures led to no meaningful action. Such findings underline the importance of belief, support, and societal response in shaping survivors’ outcomes.
In the context of Sub-Saharan Africa, these trends are often more severe. In Tanzania, a study by Mdungi and Mhagama (2000), cited in Ezekiel et al. (2017), found that CSA was frequently perpetrated by close male relatives and typically addressed within the family rather than through formal systems. Similarly, a 1997 analysis by the Tanzania Legal and Human Rights Centre revealed that perpetrators—often individuals in positions of trust such as fathers, uncles, teachers, and employers—commonly exploit their proximity and authority to abuse children, with limited consequences.
Despite notable policy and legal reforms, the practical enforcement of child protection remains inconsistent. In Arusha District, as in many other Tanzanian districts, CSA continues to be underreported and poorly understood. Here, cultural beliefs, societal stigma, and lack of access to child protection services inhibit timely and appropriate responses to abuse. Moreover, many cases are handled informally within families, where maintaining a social reputation is often prioritized over ensuring justice for the victim.
Given this context, it is essential to critically assess how community knowledge and perceptions influence the handling of CSA. Without a clear understanding of the socio-cultural dynamics at play, interventions may fall short of addressing the root causes and patterns of abuse. Therefore, this study seeks to fill that gap by exploring community awareness, attitudes, and practices concerning CSA in Arusha District. The findings aim to inform the design of effective, context-specific interventions that promote awareness, support survivors, and strengthen accountability mechanisms.
METHODOLOGY
Study Area
This study was conducted in the Arusha District Council (ADC), which surrounds the Arusha Municipal Council and borders the Meru, Monduli, Longido, and Simanjiro districts. Covering 1,446.7 square kilometers, ADC has a population of 323,198. It is divided into three divisions—Muklat, Moshono, and Enaboishu—and includes 27 wards, 67 villages, 256 suburbs, and 72,289 households. Ngaramtoni serves as its township authority.
The main economic activities in ADC include agriculture, livestock keeping, cultural tourism, and small-scale enterprises. The Maasai and Meru are the dominant ethnic groups, alongside others such as the Chagga, Pare, Nyeramba, Mburu, Sukuma, Gogo, and Rangi, who have migrated for trade and social integration.
Research design
This study used a descriptive survey design to assess community knowledge and perceptions of child sexual abuse in Arusha District, as it effectively captures real-world conditions without significant variable manipulation (Mugenda & Mugenda, 1999; Cooper & Schindler, 2011). The design allowed for in-depth analysis of existing relationships, practices, and beliefs while maintaining accuracy. Both qualitative and quantitative methods were combined to strengthen the reliability and validity of the findings.
Target population
The target population for this study was derived from children below 18 years, both victims and potential victims of the Moivo and Olorien wards of the Arusha district council. Parents, guardians, and community members were considered key informants because they were the closest people to the children in different environments. To acquire more data on child sexual abuse in Arusha, the researcher obtained information from various people, such as the ward leaders, community development officers, religious leaders, and social welfare officers.
Sample size
According to the 2012 census, the Arusha District Council has a total of 166,908 children who are below 18 years old. So, due to a large population, in this study, the researcher calculated the sample size based on a formula by Yamane (1967) as shown below;

		n   =_____N_____
  1 + N (e) 2
Where		n = Sample size
			N = the total population given (166,908)
e = Desired precision (10%) since the population is high 
Where The total number of population (N) = 166,908
e = 10% (0.1)
n = ____166,908____
1 + 166,908 (0.1)2
n = ____166,908____
1 + 166,908 (0.01)
n = 99.94, which is equal to 100
Based on the above formula, the sample size used in this study was 100 respondents. This is because the minimal sample size to get any kind of meaningful result is 100. Also, the study is too sensitive, and the majority of target respondents are children who are below 18 years, and the same respondents needed consent from their parents/guardians/teachers for approval to participate, and that is why the researcher opted to use 10%.
Sampling procedures 
The researcher employed both probability and non-probability sampling. Under probability sampling, the researcher used simple random sampling to select the children in school and the questionnaire was the tool used. In non-probability sampling, the researcher used purposive sampling to select the community members, teachers, religious leaders, local leaders (WEO and VEO), Non-governmental Organizations, and Faith-Based Organizations as key informants. Snowball sampling was employed to select victims with the help of the Village executive officer (VEO) whereby 5 participants were selected and a key informant interview was the tool used to conduct and ensure the procedure.
Data collection methods
The study used both primary and secondary data sources. With primary, data was collected directly from the respondents in a raw form mainly the participants through questionnaires and interviews to have clear and accurate answers from the targeted and affected group whereas, with secondary data, the data was obtained from reviews and evaluations on already published literature in books, journals, and newspapers to have enough information related to the study. 
3.7.1. Questionnaires
For this study, in collecting quantitative data, the researcher used a questionnaire as a tool for data collection. A combination of both close-ended and open-ended questionnaires was prepared by the researcher under the directives of the supervisors. The questionnaire also included a five-point Likert scale which was rated with 1 to 5 points, where 1=Agree, 2=Strongly Agree, 3=Not Sure, 4=Disagree, and 5= Strongly disagree. The questions prepared were filled in by children from four primary and four secondary schools whose ages ranged from age 10-18 years. 
3.7.2. Interview
Key informant interview was used in this study to collect qualitative data and to collect a small number of interviewees’ views and feelings to explore the understanding of the whole concept of child sexual abuse and its persisting factors and effects. This was to capture the feelings and thoughts of the respondents from the community because you cannot observe them (thoughts and feelings). This instrument was used because it applied to both illiterate and literate people (respondents). This also helped in the clarification of questions to respondents due to the presence of the researcher. Key informant interviews were also used to collect data at the village, ward, and district levels to get an in-depth exploration of their views regarding the study. Key informants were parents/guardians and a few selected community members, ward leaders including a few village leaders, a community development officer, an education officer, and a health officer were considered. Also, a few children were considered both victims and potential victims who participated in the study. This technique was purposely selected because it normally provides an opportunity to probe further issues that need more information.
Data analysis
The study used both qualitative and quantitative approaches to analyze the data. In the quantitative approach, the researcher used both descriptive and inferential statistics to analyze the data collected. In descriptive statistics, in particular frequency and percentages were employed to measure the responses with questions. In inferential statistics, since the Likert was a means of data collection method with responses categorized into groups. Information obtained through focused group discussions (FGD) was used for discussion purposes.  Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) version 20 was used to analyze the data. However, each objective was analyzed as follows:

3.8.1 Level of awareness on child sexual abuse 
Whereby awareness level was based on three (3) aspects; awareness towards the concept of child sexual abuse, knowledge, and its effects. Thus the questionnaire contained questions that assessed the level of awareness of community members on child sexual abuse. The questions asked were “I know when someone has sex with me is sexual abuse,” another was “I should report sexual abuse actions to my parents or teacher” and the effects of child sexual abuse in their wards. With these kinds of questions, it aimed to assess the level of awareness the community members have on child sexual abuse. Thus the respondents were expected to give their response on whether they agree, or disagree, strongly agree or not sure, “Yes” or “No” on the variables which the researcher prepared and then analyzed to understand the level of awareness on child sexual abuse.


3.8.2 Legal system systems influence child sexual abuse. 
This was analyzed using the descriptive analysis method was used to analyze and this would be measured in terms of respondent’s responses whether they agree or disagree on some variables used to measure how these legal systems influence child sexual abuse. Also, since open-ended questions were used in the questionnaire, content analysis respondents’ statements were used to analyze the data.
Ethical considerations
To ensure that there was no breach of privacy and confidential information, this research considered the following aspects. Adhering to the ethical standard of the study, making subjects aware of all aspects of research, being open and honest, protecting the subjects from any discomfort, and securing the information of the subjects confidentially, permission from the institution, and providing feedback (McMillan and Schumacher, 2010). 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
The research sought to determine the characteristics of respondents with their gender, age, and education level across the study population. This was done to ensure fairness in the uptake of respondents' opinions and alleviate the probability of study findings suffering from bias. Descriptive statistics show that the gender split is 51(51%) for male respondents and 49(49%) for female respondents. This shows that all genders were significantly represented in the study thus the data collected were relevant and reliable for the study. The majority of respondents were aged between 10-14 years. Furthermore, results indicated that the majority of the respondents were holding secondary school education levels.  The results are presented in Table 1;

[bookmark: _Toc89856096]Table .1 Characteristics of respondents
	Characteristic
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Gender
· Male
	
51
	
51.0

	
	· Female
	49
	49.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	
	Age
· 10-14 years
	53
	53.0

	
	· 15-19years
	47
	47.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	
	Education level
· Primary
	
49
	
49.0

	
	· Secondary
	51
	51.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field survey, 2021
In this study, it was necessary to consider the age of respondents because the targeted population of the study was children under the age of 18 years. Gender was considered to remove bias and education was important to consider also to make sure the decision made by the respondents, was something they understood and were aware of. Therefore it is important to know the educational level of the respondents.
4.1.1 [bookmark: _Toc89856228]The level of awareness among community members on child sexual abuse
The first object of the study was to determine the level of awareness among community members on child sexual abuse different variables were used to ask the respondents and the results are shown in Table 2 below.
[bookmark: _Toc89856097]Table.2 Level of awareness among community members on child abuse
	Variable
	Agree
	Strongly agree
	Not sure
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	SD
	Mean

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	
	

	Close family members with whom I live would not want me to report child sexual abuse
	5
	10
	23
	22
	40
	1.20
	3.82

	Most sexual abuse happens at home and school
	22
	50
	17
	4
	7
	1.06
	2.24

	I know when someone has sex with me is sexual abuse
	26
	52
	8
	8
	6
	1.08
	2.16

	I know which procedure to follow when being sexually abused
	29
	48
	11
	7
	5
	1.06
	2.11

	I know when any person touches my private part is sexual abuse
	22
	54
	19
	1
	4
	0.89
	2.11

	Child sexual causes diseases
	17
	72
	7
	2
	2
	0.71
	2.00

	I should report sexual abuse action to my parents, or teacher
	23
	66
	5
	4
	2
	0.79
	1.96

	Child sexual abuse may cause teenage pregnancy
	16
	79
	4
	0
	1
	0.53
	1.91

	I have been taught child sexual abuse in school
	38
	56
	2
	2
	2
	0.77
	1.74


Source: Field survey, 2021	
Table.2 displays the level of awareness of the community on the concept of child sexual abuse. According to the criterion of a five-point Likert scale which was rated with 1 to 5 points, the findings show that 40% strongly disagree that close family members with whom a child lives would not want to report child sexual abuse while 5% agree, followed by 50% strongly agrees on most of the sexual abuse happen at home and school while 4% of the respondents disagrees, while 79% strongly agree that child sexual abuse causes teenage pregnancy while 1% strongly disagree, and 56% strongly agrees that they have been taught child sexual abuse while 2% strongly disagrees. 

The findings show that the majority of the respondents are aware of the concept of child sexual abuse because the majority strongly agree with the variables used to measure the awareness concept of child sexual abuse. This means the majority are aware of the existence of child sexual abuse in the Arusha District Council. This also indicates that the level of awareness possessed by respondents is high compared to what was expected since the persistence of child sexual abuse is still high. Also, the majority of the respondents strongly agreed that most of these sexual abuses take place, especially at home and school. This shows how close obnoxious acts are conducted in the areas surrounding us and are the places where our children are abused the most. Meaning that for the children, no place is safe even at home. From the findings, this means that the protection of children is required in every sphere of life, from home to school where they spend most of the day.
On the other hand, a different result merged in qualitative data, whereby a limited level of awareness was among the reasons why child sexual abuse is persisting. The following are findings from an interview done by the researcher with parents that show the awareness status being low when it comes to their children being abused;
….. We were only aware of our daughter’s abuse when she got pregnant at the age of 15 years. We do not know how child sexual abuse comes about other than having sexual intercourse with any man. The leaders we have do not teach us this (CSA) or condemn such acts. Awareness is never brought to the community level and if it was brought, there would have been a huge change because everyone would be willing to help and protect their children. Most of us parents are not educated, so such small and important things begin to happen to our children when they are slowly lured in and abused, we become unaware and even we are not in a position to educate them so that they can prevent themselves before it is too late. No one tells our children anything or advice, so they (children) are on their own whether we are around or not, both at home and school. Thus, we are not sure if this concept of child sexual abuse despite knowing our children can be raped.
(Interview, a parent of a victim, August 2021)
Generally, community members are willing to get knowledge to increase their awareness towards child sexual abuse and protect their children, but no one is there to build the awareness. Despite most parents having a low level of education, they are willing to be educated on the basics of child protection from their respective leaders (community development officers) which would increase their awareness, but they do not receive such service in acquiring knowledge, leading to their children being abused even by their closest people. Therefore, awareness of the concept of child sexual abuse is limited in Moivo and Olorien of Arusha District Council, thus persistent of the problem. The results foresee that the problem will continue to persist in Arusha District because the awareness level is still limited, especially among the local community members on child sexual abuse. Leaders of the community promised that they shall organize relevant education regarding increasing awareness of members towards child sexual abuse and insisted that they will provide education at the community level at every chance they get.
In general, awareness of child sexual abuse is needed in the community because it can bring a lot of positive impact to a child while growing up as well as protect them from both strangers and close family members to avoid a long life-damaging experience to both the victim and abuser. It can be concluded that knowledge about the concept of child sexual abuse is very limited in the Arusha District, hence the persistence of the problem. 
The results suggest that the problem will continue to persist in Tanzania because the local community is not well informed about child sexual abuse hence the need for campaigns against child sexual abuse from the grass-root levels. However, most of these training and awareness programs end with their local leaders and do not reach the local level (community). Hence, the awareness level is still a problem among community members and the child himself/herself. The following is an example of a case of a child (a male aged 21 years) from one of the wards who said that;
…………yes, I slept with a person of 11 years old, but I was not aware at first that she is a girl and what I did was rape or even child sexual abuse……. thus, not sure if I am wrong……. 
(An interview, a perpetrator, August 2021).
So based on the observation, the local leaders say otherwise contrary to the outcome of the cases the community encounters and facilitating the awareness aspect of the problem whenever possible. Thus, the persistence of child sexual abuse is because the community is not fully aware of the whole concept of child sexual abuse the strong effects of it, and how the victims face an ill fate after facing this problem. Not only that but also child sexual abuse might be triggered by the lack of unity that can be observed between the community members and their leaders. In general, a low level of awareness is the key issue in the community, and with both the children and parents not well informed and educated, the problem of child sexual abuse seems to persist and people might not be aware of the negative implications a child faces all along. 
Based on the foregoing, it is certain that knowledge and awareness of child sexual abuse are limited among the community members, hence difficult to address child sexual abuse in Arusha District Council since the community itself is not aware of the problem.
Table 3 shows results of the level of awareness of the effects of child sexual abuse below; 
[bookmark: _Toc89856098]Table 3 Awareness level on the effects of child sexual abuse
	S/N
	Variable
	YES
	NO

	
	
	Frequency
	Frequency

	1. 
	Are you in a position to report him or her?
	89(89.0%)
	11(11.0%)

	2. 
	Is early pregnancy an effect of child sexual abuse
	99(99.0%)
	1(1.0%)

	3. 
	The spread of disease is an effect of child sexual abuse
	99(99.0%)
	1(1.0%)

	4. 
	Is death an effect of child sexual abuse?
	100(100.0%)
	0(0%)

	5. 
	Is rape an effect of child sexual abuse?
	99(99.0%)
	1(1.0%)

	6. 
	Homosexuality is an effect of child sexual abuse
	72(72.0%)
	28(28.0)

	7. 
	School dropout is an effect of child sexual abuse
	85(85.0%)
	15(15.0%)

	8. 
	 Increase in absenteeism in school
	69(69.0%)
	31(31.0%)


Source: Field survey, 2021
Based on the results of Table 3, the awareness level of the effects of child sexual abuse is high as from the findings, the majority of the respondents are very aware of the negative impact of child sexual abuse. From the qualitative findings, results were the same yet different, whereby respondents seemed to have not much awareness of the effects of child sexual abuse until they encountered the abuse. An interview with a victim (19 years old) who was raped at age 18 years by a relative and among the effects was early pregnancy and school dropout;
……I was attending school and was in form four almost finalizing my secondary education. Unfortunately, I could not because the school realized I was pregnant and as per the Tanzania curriculum, no student is allowed to attend school while pregnant, from primary, secondary, and high school levels. So, my studies ended. And when I went to look for the man, the man denied the pregnancy and commanded me not to look for him……. (Interview with a victim in August 2021)
Another interview with a victim aged 17 years who was raped by her classmate;
…..I was raped by my classmate who we used to be studying together with other students from our school. The abuser with the help of his friends locked me in a room where he now forced himself on me. At the end of the day, I dropped out of school, and I did not proceed with my studies because I realized I was pregnant and the abuser proceeded with his studies, yet denied his actions……. (Interview with a victim in August 2021)
Forgoing by looking at the level of awareness, and understanding of its effects, it looks like the respondent's knowledge of child sexual abuse is not enough for them to be in a position to protect themselves and they have no reliable place to receive this knowledge. These findings agree with the study by Ndungi and Mhagama (2000), which explains how fathers and close male relatives abuse their children and yet want the cases to be solved and dealt with within the family. Whereas this study shows the awareness level is small since a child becomes unprotected while the abuser is protected. The victim (a child) will remain psychologically affected because here the abuser is protected by the family not to be exposed (family protecting its shame). This proves that a level of awareness is important because it might help understand, acknowledge, and help solve a problem from the root level since a child cannot protect him/herself. So, if the child is not aware of the danger that surrounds him /her both at home and outside the home, it will be hard for them to look for help when abuse occurs. 
From the findings above, in reflection on the attachment theory, supported by Bowlby (1982) as cited by (Capaldo and Perrella, 2018), it is believed that “Attachment is the one which brings the love and affection to the children within the families, whereas parents and children need to have a great relationship for children to feel safe and secure. Despite the awareness of the attachment between a parent and a child, in most cases fathers tend to use the theory of attachment to their advantage because here they win the trust and love of their child, thus take the opportunity to abuse the child since there are fewer expectations of him being targeted as an abuser.
So, awareness of child sexual abuse is needed for both a child and the people surrounding them from the family level and all should be aware of the negative effects they impose on a child after being abused. In this study, the assessment of the awareness level was based on three aspects; awareness towards the concept of child sexual abuse, knowledge, and effects of child sexual abuse.  
4.1.3.1. [bookmark: _Toc89856229]Respondent’s awareness of child sexual abuse
Based on the qualitative data from the focus group discussions, the following are the findings from the discussion of a mixture of both parents and guardians from the community.
From the observations, they all are aware of child sexual abuse as a major social problem in their area. Most of the community members are aware of it as well but decide to keep quiet. No one tries to condemn such kind of ill behavior. No help comes from their leader even just bringing awareness to its people. They try to report cases but there is no effort to solve them from where they report There is no collaboration between the ward office members/leaders and the community members in any aspect. Corruptive behaviors have increased to a very large extent. All men in the group agreed that they had no idea where most such acts take place because they get up very early in the morning and return late at night, whereby they find all their children sleeping or doing home chores.
Thus, from the discussion, it looks like the awareness of child sexual abuse is low and its repercussion is not well known as well especially to the child (victim). Everyone especially parents and others who are living with these children is very busy looking for money, not realizing at the same time others are busy brutally harming and hurting their children in every way possible when they get a chance to do so. 
[bookmark: _Toc89856232]Legal system's influence on child sexual abuse
The fourth objective of the study was to assess the extent to which legal systems influence child sexual abuse and some statements were used to understand the status of the situation. The focus was to understand these legal systems the influence on child sexual abuse and the respondents were asked to indicate where they agree, strongly agree, not sure, strongly disagree, or disagree with the variables used the presentation of the findings is as follows;



[bookmark: _Toc89856103]Table 4.. Legal systems influencing child sexual abuse

	Variable	
	Agree
	Strongly agree
	Not sure
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree
	SD
	Mean

	      
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	
	

	The government policies against child sexual abuse are followed
	20
	31
	30
	9
	10
	1.19976
	2.5684

	The community strongly protects children from sexual abuse acts in the area
	30
	46
	16
	6
	2
	0.94306
	2.0729

	Available policies help fight child sexual abuse in my area.
	35
	46
	11
	6
	2
	0.93961
	1.9895


Source: Field Survey, 2021
Results in Table 4 indicated that 31% strongly agree the government policies against child sexual abuse are followed while 9% disagree, and then 46% of the community strongly protects children from sexual abuse acts in their area while 2% strongly disagrees with the statement and 46% strongly agrees on available policies help fight child sexual abuse in their area while 2% strongly disagrees with the statement. The government policies are well prepared and are protective of a child as well as help to fight child sexual abuse in the community. Also, the community tries to report child sexual abuse cases whenever they hear to protect the wellbeing of a child.
Despite the above findings in Table 4, the findings of the respondent’s views of qualitative results are not similar to the interviewed respondents and the focus group discussion. From the qualitative (interviews and focus group discussions) majority agrees, “Yes,” the government has worked well on laws and policies to protect a child in the community and helps to fight child sexual abuse but at the same time, a majority have no idea of these policies or laws of child sexual abuse, neither is aware of where to report these cases when they face them. And yet when they report to their leaders or respective authority, the cases are left unsolved due to the existence of corruption at the highest level from the ward level and police stations in most of the reported cases the perpetrators are detained for few hours and left free without punishment yet all evidence point at them and the victim (child) remain harshly destroyed psychologically, physically in his/her life. An interview was conducted with a victim’s parent explaining how the legal system could not help her daughter after being raped by a soldier;
..…..My 12-year-old girl was raped by a soldier (mwanajeshi) who was 40 years old. My daughter has a disease (epilepsy) and one day during one of her episodes, the soldier to an opportunity and raped her. Some parents in the community who were aware of the brutal act were afraid of reporting the abuse because he was a soldier. I tried reporting to the ward level but did not succeed in solving the case because the problem was solved with money from the perpetrator. The soldier paid off these ward leaders, and the case quietly was closed…It has been a sad experience for me and my family because where we expected help legally and for security purposes, it was a bitter outcome for us…. (Interview with a victim’s mother, August 2021)
This means the legal system here is unfairly treating an innocent woman with her daughter without remorse. Here the law was abused and the victim remained an attended living the family with no choice but sadness. The quote above implies that cases that end up being reported do not reach the relevant place for them to be solved. It also shows how the leaders are corrupt when it comes to money and justice seems hard to be attained.
Taking into account the observations from FGD and observation from the interviewees, it is obvious that children are facing a hard time and their lives are not safe anymore because even the legal system is not protecting them. The results are supported by the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB), whereby the model assumes that behavior is planned, hence, it predicts deliberate behavior (Ajzen, 2002).  An attempt the individual makes to engage in the behavior and how much control that individual has over the behavior (behavioral control) are influential in whether he or she engages in the behavior. So it is observed from the findings that the ones with power plan their behaviors well for the fulfillment of their desires and needs. Choosing to receive money is a planned corruptive attempt that the legal and local leaders choose to practice, thus with that, it leads to the destruction of the good systems and the building of the bad ones.  
It is there pertinent that the government should take measures to readdress this situation because of domestic laws such as the Sexual Offences Special Provision Act (SOSPA) of 1998, where the government is taking stern measures against sexual violence and abuse against women and children. This means the Tanzanian government is obligated to protect children from violence and abuse and ensure their rights are implemented in a safe environment. The government should also measure these laws and policies if they are well implemented and evaluate the change they bring forth for the well-being of the coming generations.
Hence from the legal system perspective, immediate change and order are required to protect and improve the wellbeing of a child and bring about change in our communities since legal systems are the most powerful to ensure a change in the world of many.
4.1.3.2. [bookmark: _Toc89856233]Measures done by the local government to fight child sexual abuse;
From the findings of the open-ended question in the questionnaire, respondents were asked to mention measures their local government uses to fight against child sexual abuse. The following were their responses;
i. Provision of education to the community on child sexual abuse and its effects.
ii. The local government ensures that all children attend school to remove poor cultural practices.
iii. Both local government and other agencies fighting child sexual abuse educate and eradicate the effects of early marriage.
iv. The use of religious leaders and their preaching on unity and peace in a community.
v. Encourage family meetings to solve different issues within the family and community as a whole.
vi. [bookmark: _Toc89247454]The local government prohibits children to avoid and stay far away from bad peer groups and strangers.
vii. [bookmark: _Toc89247292][bookmark: _Toc89247455]The local government insists on and prioritizes the reporting of any kind of act of child sexual abuse.
viii. The local government provides awareness to the community about the rules and regulations on child protection.
[bookmark: _Toc89247293][bookmark: _Toc89247456]From the above findings, respondents said the community was receiving help from the local government to fight child sexual abuse but these findings differ from the qualitative study findings. In the focus group discussions, answers from the respondents were that the local government does not play any role in solving the problem instead they are the most corrupt people in their community. The majority are not aware of any policies and laws that protect their children from sexual abuse. Even the children themselves are not aware of these policies, thus becoming defenseless when abused. To conclude, the local government has not helped its people in bringing about positive change and solving the community member's problems, instead, they misuse their power to their desires and demand (abuse of power) through receiving corruption.
4.1.3.3. [bookmark: _Toc89856234] Ways the social welfare services contribute to fighting child sexual abuse; 
[bookmark: _Toc89247295][bookmark: _Toc89247458]Respondents had the opportunity to answer the open-ended question from the questionnaire on how social welfare services contribute to fighting child sexual abuse and below were their responses;
i. [bookmark: _Toc89247296][bookmark: _Toc89247459][bookmark: _Toc89247297][bookmark: _Toc89247460]By providing education and providing tables, books and building a good environment for a child to study well to achieve good results.
ii. [bookmark: _Toc89247298][bookmark: _Toc89247461]Provide aid to children who have been sexually abused. For example, finding a haven for the abused child.
iii. [bookmark: _Toc89247299][bookmark: _Toc89247462]They provide psychological help to abused children.
iv. [bookmark: _Toc89247300][bookmark: _Toc89247463]By giving very important services to the child e.g. health services.
v. [bookmark: _Toc89247301][bookmark: _Toc89247464]They discourage bad cultural practices in the community. For example, early marriage and FGM.
vi. [bookmark: _Toc89247302][bookmark: _Toc89247465]They report child sexual abuse cases to the police to solve the problem.
The majority of the community members in the findings from the qualitative data have not received any services from social welfare, and even do not know where the services are provided. From the village level to the ward level, there are no social services offices where the community would receive their services when required. This explains that social welfare services are not fully playing their roles in assisting the community in fighting child sexual abuse and other social problems.  
CONCLUSION
It is essential to ensure the life of a child is valued and protected under Tanzanian laws and policies to improve the well-being of children and save their lives from both known and unknown persons. It is, therefore, a must for different measures to take place from the family level to the government level. 
The study reveals critical insights into the awareness and legal frameworks surrounding child sexual abuse in the Arusha District Council. While quantitative findings suggest a relatively high level of awareness among respondents, qualitative data presents a contrasting reality, indicating that many community members particularly parents and children lack sufficient knowledge about child sexual abuse, its effects, and available protective measures. The persistence of abuse is exacerbated by inadequate education, weak enforcement of laws, and systemic corruption, which hinder justice for victims. Despite existing government policies aimed at combating child sexual abuse, their implementation remains ineffective at the grassroots level, leaving children vulnerable even in their homes and schools.

To address these challenges, there is an urgent need for comprehensive awareness campaigns that target both children and adults, ensuring they understand the signs, consequences, and reporting mechanisms of abuse. The finding suggests that close monitoring and evaluation of awareness-building campaigns are needed, and follow-ups are required constantly to ensure the level of understanding and awareness of the community after implementation. The government should promote awareness-raising programs in schools so that children understand their rights to protection against abuse from the earliest age, from home to school to the community at large. Strengthening legal systems to hold perpetrators accountable and eliminating corruption within local authorities are essential steps toward safeguarding children. Additionally, social welfare services must become more accessible to provide psychological, educational, and medical support to victims. Without these interventions, child sexual abuse will continue to persist, perpetuating long-term harm to individuals and the community. The findings underscore the importance of collaborative efforts between government agencies, community leaders, and NGOs to create a safer environment for children in Tanzania.
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