


Review Article
A REVIEW ON AGRO-TOURISM: WAY TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ABSTRACT
	Agro-tourism is an upcoming trend in the tourism industry. It serves as an opportunity for socio-economic development of farmers along with environmental conservation. It is a sustainable source of recreation for 36.00 per cent of the urban population. It is well-suited to the carrying capacity of the nature. Agro-tourism plays a vital role in educating the public about agriculture, creating rural employment, and sharing agricultural heritage. It can be a potential alternative source of income generation for the rural population.  However, challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, limited promotional knowledge, and lack of coordination between sectors hinder its growth. Despite these barriers, many farmers show willingness and a favourable attitude toward agro-tourism, which offers unique tourist experiences and boosts rural livelihoods, highlighting the need for targeted support and collaboration to realize its potential.
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INTRODUCTION
	Tourism sector in India contributes about 09.10 per cent to the GDP of India (Anony., 2024). Tourism sector has witnessed significant growth in India. India ranks 39th in Travel and Tourism Development Index, 2024 (Economic Survey 2023-24). The word Agro-tourism is derived from two Italian words ‘agricoltura’ meaning agriculture and ‘tourismo’ meaning tourism. Agro-tourism is also a part of tourism. Tourism integrating agricultural landscape with agricultural businesses, offering a range of activities and services provided by farmers and rural residents to bring tourists to the farm, enhance revenue for enterprises, and offer chances for recreation, education, and active participation in farming activities is called agro-tourism (Shah et al., 2023; Kothari & Perwej, 2021). Agro-tourism service provider is supposed to provide home cooked food, stay facilities and show the visitors the agricultural enterprises such as floriculture, harvesting, bee keeping, dairying, etc. Agro-tourism includes any activity or operation that uses the land of an artist or farmer to attract visitors, offering chance to have an authentic and enchanting experience of local cuisine and acquaint with the various fields and communities in the region (Chandra Shekhar, 2022; Hvizdová, 2018). Agro-tourism is a latest concept which includes tourism on farms. It offers the opportunity to experience the authentic rural lifestyle, taste of the local food and become familiar with the various farming operations during the visit. It includes farm stay, venturing into agricultural farms, animal rides, cow-milking, rural art and craft, etc. (Ghetiya et al., 2018; Esitti, 2023). Agro-tourism is an idea of visiting an agricultural an allied activity for the purpose of recreation, education or active participation in farm operation which can benefit farmers by increasing their income (Krishna et al., 2020b). Agro-tourism refers to the set of activities provided to the agro-tourists at the agricultural farm such as bullock cart riding, cow milking, weeding and harvesting, purchase of raw and processed agricultural produce,, etc. which leads to additional income generation for the farmers and promote sustainable development in rural areas. (Suman et al., 2023). Agro-tourism is the most recent idea in tourism sector, which happens on the agricultural farms. It provides visitors with the chance to gain true sense of the allure and authenticity of rural life, sample authentic local cuisine, and become familiar with the many farming operations like picking and harvesting, irrigation practices, weeding, etc. while they are there. In the unadulterated natural setting, visitors can unwind and rejuvenate (Vasanthi and Padmaja, 2019).
OBJECTIVES
1. To provide a comprehensive review on Agro-tourism leading to sustainable development
SCOPE OF AGRO-TOURISM 
In India, agro-tourism started in 2005 at Malegaon village, near Baramati in Maharashtra. It is an initiative of the progressive local farmers and visionaries like Mr. Pandurang Taware. Agro-tourism is the nerve of the Indian economy with approximately 85.00 per cent of the population directly or indirectly dependent on farming and other activities and agriculture accounting for around 18.00 per cent of the total GDP of India. It can be a becoming entrepreneurial opportunity for the Indian farmers. It is a cost-effective tourism activity. (Chandra Shekhar, 2022). 36.00 per cent of the total population of India lives in urban areas (Economic Survey of India 2023-24), making a good clientele for the agro-tourism. Ghetiya et al., 2022 reported in their study that nearly two-thirds (60.00 per cent) of the respondents had high favourable attitude, followed by 40.00 per cent with medium favourable attitude and none had less favourable attitude towards agro-tourism as an enterprise. Bhatta et al. (2019) studied the willingness of farmers to start agro-tourism in rural Nepal. They concluded that more than half (53.10 per cent) of the respondents were willing to start agro-tourism, 81.20 per cent of the respondents preferred to host both the national and international tourists on their agro-tourism centre and half (50.00 per cent) of the respondents were willing to share land for agro-tourism purpose in rural Nepal. The economic landscape of traditional agriculture could transform as a result of agro-tourism. Development of agro-tourism has numerous benefits. Due of its affordability, agro-tourism serves as a low-cost entry point into the travel and tourism industry, expanding the scope of tourism (Bose, 2019). 
AGRO-TOURISM AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
	Sustainable development refers to the development in present in such a manner that it does not harm the aspirations of the future generations. It has three components such as social, economic and environmental development. Agro-tourism plays a crucial role in sustainable development by providing additional source of income for farmers, promoting sustainable living among urban tourists who experience the rural lifestyle. It is an enterprise that promote eco-friendly tourism and recreation. It also encourage social development in rural areas like women empowerment, raise socio-economic standards of living without harming the environment.
 Chande (2016) studied the importance and barriers of agro-tourism. Most of the farmers perceived that educating the visitors and public about agriculture (4.87 Mean Score), creation of employment opportunity in the rural areas (4.65 Mean Score) and sharing agricultural heritage and rural lifestyles with visitors (4.25 Mean Score) was the major importance of agro-tourism. Agro-tourism offers a range of advantages like employment creation, organic agricultural produce, promote local crafts and art, ecological harmony, personal and social fulfilment, entertainment and creative practices. It provides hands on experience on agricultural practices to the youth (Gaikwad et al., 2017). Krishna et al. (2020a) studied the impact of agro-tourism on agro-tourism centre owners in Maharashtra and Goa. They concluded that an average number of employment days in Maharashtra has increased from 149 to 202 man-days/year and from 117 to 208 man-days/year in Goa after 2016, the year after which the agro-tourism observed significant growth and development. Krishna et al. (2020b) studied the status and growth prospects of agro-tourism in Maharashtra and Goa. They concluded that according to the agro-tourists, being close to the nature (4.30 MS), different holiday experience, local cuisine, to be together with family/friends, mental and physical relaxation were some of the important motivational attributes to become an agro-tourist. Agro-tourism plays a crucial role in transforming traditional agriculture, benefiting farmers and rural communities by providing economic opportunities, promoting cultural exchange, supporting local arts and crafts, and fostering sustainability and educational experiences for the younger generation. Agro-tourism benefits farmers by supplementing their income, fostering social engagement, and enriching their lives, while also supporting local businesses in the rural areas, preserving traditions and heritage and offering pollution-free and natural tourism experiences in rural areas (Suman et al., 2023)
ACTIVE INITIATIVES FOR AGRO-TOURISM IN INDIA 
	In India, Maharashtra had been pioneer in developing and encouraging agro-tourism. Government of Maharashtra had started pilot program in Palshiwadi, Pune which is being run by Agro-tourism Development Corporation (ATDC). Maharashtra has more than 400 agro-tourism centres across its 30 districts (Chandra Shekhar, 2022). A range of initiatives are taken by the Government of India that promotes agro-tourism. These are National Strategy for Promotion of Rural Homestays, 2022 under the Ministry of Tourism which supports agri-tourism as a part of Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative; Rural circuit under Swadesh Darshan Scheme by Ministry of Tourism also promotes agro-tourism. Government if India recognises various tourist destinations as Agro-Tourism Centres (ATCs). These are Vanilla County in Kerala, Prakriti Farms and Citrus Country in Punjab, the County Retreat in Rajasthan, Bhavani Retreat in Gujarat and The Goat Village in Uttarakhand (Press India Bureau, 2025). Ministry of Tourism, Government of Goa had launched winter school on agro-ecotourism to promote the agro-tourism as an enterprise among the participants. Ministry of Tourism also provides  recognition to the villages practicing agro-tourism by conferring the Best Tourism Village Award in Agri-tourism category. Hansali village in Punjab, Karde in Maharashtra, Kumarakom in Kerala are some of the recipients of the awards. However, reproduction of these initiatives are required at state level for better growth of the ATCs in different states. A dedicated policy for agro-tourism at the national level is required for widespread adoption of agro-tourism as an enterprise among the farming community in India. 
CHALLENGES FACED BY AGRO-TOURISM
Sawant (2019) documented various challenges in their study on challenges in agro-tourism for farmers of Ratnagiri District. They mentioned inadequate knowledge about agro-tourism, lack of commercial approach among farmers, lack of capital to develop basic infrastructure for the agro-tourism, absence of organised sector in this field and ignorance on the part of the farmers regarding such type of alternative activities as some of the major challenges faced by farmers of Ratnagiri District. Wanole et al. (2020) revealed that cent per cent of the respondents agreed to lack of co-ordination between agriculture and tourism department, lack of fund for establishment of agro-tourism centre, non-availability of insurance policy of tourists and high rate of interest on bank loan were major problems faced by the agro-tourism centre owner for running agro-tourism centre in Maharashtra. Savitha et al. (2022) concluded that great majority of the farmers (87.50 per cent) found insufficient literature for agro-tourism practice as a major technical challenge in promotion of agro-tourism centres in Karnataka, followed by lack of transportation to interior rural places, inability to introduce more activities, non-availability of inputs.
SUGGESTIONS TO OVERCOME CHALLENGES 	
The full potential of agro-tourism can be realised by overcoming the above mentioned challenges. This section highlights on the practical suggestions which can be implemented to overcome the problem and encourage the growth of agro-tourism. Sawant (2019) mentioned some suggestions in their study like developing a Public-Private Strategic Partnership Model to promote agro-tourism, establishing a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) like Agri Tourism Development Corporation (ATDC) or Maharashtra State Agricultural Tourism Cooperative Federation Limited (MART) in other states also, government recognition and support to agro-tourism centres, farmers’ training about the enterprise, tourist-centric services, effective use of technology for advertisement of the ATCs. Krishna et al., 2020b concluded in their study, various prospects perceived by the practitioners of agro-tourism. It includes increasing area under agro-tourism, integration of more interesting activities, offer on-site accommodation facilities, rural cuisine, agri-products at reasonable prices, improve transport facilities to the site including pick-up and drop facilities, making availability of agro-tourism related agriculture, developing contact with schools and colleges and maintaining warm relations with the tourists. They also suggested policy interventions from government side to develop agro-tourism. 
CONCLUSIONS
	Agro-tourism is a contemporary trend in the tourism sector and an impending boom in the agriculture sector. It provides farmers with the opportunity to generate additional income from their own farm. Additionally, it gives city dwellers the opportunity to experience rural lifestyle. This creates a win-win situation for both farmers and tourists. By making use of the resources at their disposal, farmers may increase their revenue, and visitors can affordably experience village life. The growth of agro-tourism might maintain the rural countryside. The sector faces several challenges that require innovative solutions and legislative support for the improvement. In this sense, the sector requires appropriate government backing, policy interventions, subsidies, training, and farmers’ advice among other things. 
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