


Attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivsagar district, Assam, India

					Abstract
The current study was conducted to study the attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivsagar district, Assam. The descriptive survey design was used by the researcher to conduct the work. Thirty (30) Secondary schools were selected using purposive sampling method where the number of SC students was not less than 30% of total enrolment. A total of sixty (60) SC teachers and sixty (60) Non- SC teachers have been chosen by using Quota sampling technique. An Attitude Scale constructed and standardized by the investigator consisting of total forty eight (48) items has been used by the investigator to conduct the research work.
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INTRODUCTION
Education is the process of acquiring knowledge that prepares a thriving present and leads to a stable future. It is a necessity and therefore we count it as a right (Keshvi & Tammana, 2021). Education brings equality, stability and modernity in human society. Education enhances the skills and knowledge of the peoples. The role of education has been realised in human society since ancient period. Indeed, education is a process of human enlightment and empowerment for the betterment and quality of life. It not only enhances man’s knowledge, skills, competences, potential, values and attitudes but also transforms his belief and thoughts. At the same time, it is assumed as the training of the human soul in the present of truth and the practice of virtue (Dongaonkar & Negi, 2009). In today’s society Education is much more important than other elements like instruments, machineries, medicines and even language. Without education, man would still have been living an uncivilised life. Education is one of the most important elements in the development of any community or society. 
Schedule Castes (SC) are viewed as the most deprived disadvantaged and suffering section of the Indian society. They are the educationally excluded sections of Indian society. Since independence, Government of India has been trying for inclusivity in education irrespective of caste, creed and religion. But, unfortunately inclusiveness in education is not attained. Along with some common problems, children belonging to Scheduled Caste face a very high degree of social discrimination. They are frequently bullied by the upper caste children and parents, teachers and staff too. Teachers tend to ignore their problems related to the medium of education and resource availability (Keshvi & Tammana, 2021). 
Attitude is a specific mental state.  Attitude is “a psychological tendency that is expressed by evaluating a particular entity with some degree of favour or disfavour” (Eagly & Chaiken, 1993). Thurston (1946) defined attitude as the degree of positive or negative affect associated with some psychological object. According to Thurston, psychological object means any phrase, slogan, person, institution, ideal or idea toward which people can differ with respect to positive or negative effect. It is a point of view, which one hold’s towards a person, object, task or idea. Mac Donald (2005) describes an attitude as “a predisposition to act in a positive or negative way towards persons, objects, ideas and events. Attitude may be explained as a mental preparedness which provide stimulus for an individual in some directions. It stimulates the behavior and performance of an individual. Attitude may be explained as a mental preparedness which provide stimulus for an individual in some directions. Attitudes develop gradually as a result of individual’s experiences.
Attitude is important for satisfaction and success in any field of profession. Teaching is also not exception to it. Education professionals need a positive attitude towards education for the overall growth and development of education. Teachers also need a positive attitude towards their profession. Development of desirable attitude among the students is one of the main objectives of education. The teachers are the most important factor in the reconstruction of education. The teacher occupies the most important place in the education system. It is the teacher who shoulders the most important responsibility of teaching and learning. But for quality teaching, a teacher has to be very effective which can be attained only through positive attitude towards the profession (Ulug, Ozden & Eryilmaz, 2011). Teachers are significantly differing while their attitude towards education is concerned. Sundarjan (1993), studied the teacher’s attitude towards vocational education in higher Secondary schools and found that there was significant difference in attitude between the government school teachers with 1 to 9 years teaching experience and private school teachers with 10 to 19 years of teaching experience and the matriculation school as the attitude is concerned. Kurgat and Gordon (2014) conducted a research on the effect of teachers’ characteristics and attitude on students’ achievement and found that teachers have a positive attitude towards students’ achievement. This reflects that attitude of teachers’ is a crucial factor of students’ success. The proposed study wants to explore the attitude of teachers towards SC students of Sivasagar district in particular and SC students of Assam in general. 
RATIONALE OF THE STUDY
The most important factor in education and teaching activities is the teacher. Teachers are the main agent who helped in educational attainment of students. A teacher, in the most general terms, is a person working in educational institutes who enables students to reach cognitive, sensory and behavioural aim and gains within the range determined by the educational system (Gundogdu & Silman, 2007). The student’s performance is not completely the result of their work; performance is affected by many factors and the first one is the attitude of teachers. A positive attitude from the teacher affects the student’s motivation, attitude towards school work, the student’s self confidence and as a result personality development (Ulug et al. 2011). Their attitude towards students needs to be always positive which boost the performance of the students. The attitude of a teacher, consciously or unconsciously, directly or indirectly affects students’ academic performance. Teachers’ positive attitudes have positively influenced students’ personality as well as their life performances (Ulug et al. 2011).  Teachers’ attitude determines how they teach their students in classroom (Benish & Bramllet, 2011). Teachers’ attitudes towards their profession have a great influence on students’ learning (Renthlei & Malsawmi, 2015). Teachers’ attitude is important factors in the learning process as well as in academic performance. Teachers’ attitude and knowledge regarding particular student types influence their intention to teach such students in their classrooms (Ajzen et. al. 2011). Effective teachers are generally positive minded individuals who believe in themselves and in the success of their students as well as their own ability to help students to achieve (Cruickshank, Jenkins & Metcalf, 2003). 
The above literatures showed that teachers’ attitude had tremendous effect on academic performance of the students. The researcher has gone through different research studies conducted on teachers’ attitude, but did not find any studies conducted on the attitude of teachers’ towards education of SC students. Hence, it was felt to be significant to study about the teachers’ attitude on students’ educational progress.
 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
 1. To study the level of attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC    students of Sivasagar district.
2. To compare the attitude of SC and Non-SC teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagr district.
3. To compare the attitude of male and female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district.
3. To compare the attitude of teachers of rural Secondary schools and urban Secondary schools towards education of SC students of Sivasagar district.
HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY
1. There is no significant difference between the attitude of SC and Non-SC teachers of    Secondary schools of Sivasagar district towards education of SC students.
2. There is no significant difference between the attitude of male and female teachers of Secondary schools of Sivasagar district towards education of SC students.
3. here is no significant difference between the attitude of teachers of rural Secondary schools and urban Secondary schools of Sivasagar district towards education of SC students.
DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
1. The present study covers only the Government and Provincialised Secondary schools of Sivasagar district.
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
Method of the study: The researcher used descriptive survey method in the present study.
Population: As per the record of Office of the Inspector of Schools, Sivsagar district circle in 2020, there are total 159 Provincialized Secondary schools, 29 Provincialized Higher Secondary schools and 1 Government Higher Secondary school in Sivasagar district. 
Thus population of the present study comprised of—
· All the Provincialized and Government Secondary schools.
· All the teachers of these Secondary schools
Sample and Sampling technique: The samples of the present study are as given-
Sample of teachers of Secondary schools: For the present study the researcher has selected thirty (30) Secondary schools by using purposive sampling technique where the number of SC students is not less than 30% of total enrolment. From the selected thirty (30) sample schools the investigator drawn two categories of sample teachers. A total of sixty (60) SC teachers (40 teachers from rural Secondary schools & 20 teachers from urban Secondary schools) and sixty (60) Non-SC teachers (40 teachers from rural Secondary schools 20 teachers from urban Secondary schools) have been chosen by using incidental sampling technique.
Sample of male teachers: The researcher has been chosen total sixty (60) male teachers (40 teachers from rural Secondary schools & 20 teachers from urban Secondary schools) by using incidental sampling technique.
Sample of female teachers: The researcher has been chosen total sixty (60) female teachers (40 teachers from rural Secondary schools & 20 teachers from urban Secondary schools) by using incidental sampling technique.
The sample of teachers of Secondary schools is shown in flow chart-1 
Flow chart 1: Sample of teachers

Tools used in the present study: In the present study the researcher used the following research tool to collect the required data-
Attitude Scale to measure the Attitude of Teachers of Secondary level towards Education of SC students: An attitude scale developed by the researcher was used to measure the attitude of teachers towards the education of SC students studying at Secondary level. On the basis of six (6) dimensions (such as- a. Academic performance; b. Home environment; c. Classroom activities; d. Performance in co-curricular activities; e. Higher education; f. Encouragement for success). The researcher constructed and standardized the scale. There are total forty eight (48) items (26 items are positive and 22 items are negative) in the scale. The split half reliability and Cronbach’s Alpha of the scale was found to be 0.85 and to 0.87 respectively. The content validity of the Attitude Scale was ensured. It was a 5 point Likert’s type scale where the scoring weights of 5,4,3,2,1 were used for Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Undecided (U), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD) for the favourable statements and the scoring weights of 1,2,3,4,5 were used for Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Undecided (U), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD) for the unfavourable statements. A high score on the attitude scale refers to high attitude and low score refers to low attitude of teachers.
RESULTS OF THE PRESENT STUDY
The level of attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivasagar district.
The scores obtained by the teachers of Secondary school of Sivasagar district on the Attitude Scale were used to calculate the value of Mean, Standard Deviation, Skewness and Kurtosis. Table 1 shows attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivasagar district. 
Table 1: Level of attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivasagar district
	No. of teachers
	Mean
	SD
	Skewness
	Kurtosis

	120
	175.025
	16.087
	0.4818
	-- 0.0984



Table 1 shows that the Mean, and Standard Deviation values of the distribution of attitude are 175.025 and 16.087 respectively. The value of Skewness is 0.4818, thus the scores obtained by the teachers of Secondary schools in the attitude scale are skewed negatively. It means most of the scores are concentrated at the low end of the scale. It indicates negative attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivasagar district. The value of Kurtosis is –0.0984, thus the distribution is Platykurtic and peak of the curve is slightly lower than the normal curve.                                                            
Comparison of the attitude of SC and Non-SC teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district.
To compare the attitude of SC and Non- SC teachers towards education of SC Students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district the researcher formulated the following hypothesis and tested the same.
Hypothesis: There is no significant difference between the attitude of SC and Non-SC teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district.                                          
The comparison of the attitude of SC and Non- SC teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district is presented in the following Table No. 2.
Table No. 2: Comparison of attitude of SC and Non- SC teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district
	Category
	N
	Mean
	SD
	SED
	df
	T
	Significance

	SC
	60
	170.23
	13.136
	1.696
	118
	3.405
	Significant at 0.01 level 

	Non-SC
	60
	179.82
	17.399
	2.246
	
	
	



Table No. 2 shows that the t value is 3.405 which is greater than the table value 2.58 at 0.01 level with 118 degrees of freedom. Therefore the null hypothesis i.e. there is no significant difference between the attitude of SC and Non-SC teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district is rejected.                                         
7.3 Comparison of the attitude of Male and Female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district.
To compare the attitude of Male and Female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district the researcher formulated the following hypothesis and tested the same.
Hypothesis: There is no significant difference between the attitude of Male and Female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district.
The comparison of the attitude of Male and Female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district is presented in the following Table No. 3
Table No. 3: Comparison of attitude of Male and Female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district
	Category
	N
	Mean
	SD
	SED
	df
	T
	Significance

	Male
	60
	177.43
	18.194
	2.349
	118
	1.664
	Not significant at 0.01 level

	Female
	60
	172.62
	13.385
	1.728
	
	
	



Table No. 3 shows that the t value is 1.664 which is less than the table value 2.58 at 0.01 level with 118 degrees of freedom. It implies that the researcher fails to reject the null hypothesis which means there is no significant difference between the attitude of Male and Female teachers towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district.
7.4 Comparison of the attitude of teachers of Rural Secondary schools and Urban Secondary schools towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagr district.
To compare the attitude of teachers of Rural Secondary schools and Urban Secondary schools towards education of SC Students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district the researcher formulated the following hypothesis and tested the same.
Hypothesis: There is no significant difference between the attitude of teachers of Rural Secondary schools and Urban Secondary schools towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district.
The comparison of the attitude of teachers of Rural Secondary schools and Urban Secondary schools towards education of SC Students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivasagar district is presented in the following Table No. 4.
Table No. 4 Comparison of attitude of teachers of Rural Secondary schools and Urban Secondary schools towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district
	Category
	N
	Mean
	SD
	SED
	df
	T
	         Significance 

	Rural
	80
	175.79
	16.563
	1.852
	118
	2.011
	Not significant at 0.01 level

	Urban
	40
	173.50
	15.178
	2.400
	
	
	



Table No. 4 shows that the t value is 2.011 which is less than the table value 2.58 at 0.01 level with 118 degrees of freedom. Therefore the null hypothesis i.e. there is no significant difference between the attitude of teachers of Rural Secondary schools and Urban Secondary schools towards education of SC students studying in the Secondary schools of Sivsagar district is accepted. 
CONCLUSION:
The Mean and Standard Deviation values of the distribution of attitude are 175.025 and 16.087 respectively. The value of Skewness is 0.4818, thus the scores obtained by the teachers of Secondary schools in the attitude scale are skewed negatively. It indicates negative attitude of teachers towards education of Secondary level SC students of Sivasagar district. The study shows that there is a significant difference in attitude of SC and Non- SC teachers towards education of SC students. It is revealed that there is no significant difference between the attitude of male and female teachers towards education of SC students. The study also revealed that there is a significant difference in attitude of teachers of rural Secondary schools and urban Secondary schools.
SUGGESSTIONS FOR FURTHEER STUDIES:
1. The present study was restricted to Secondary level SC students only, further research can include students of primary level as well as higher education level of Sivsagar district.
2. The present study was restricted to only 30 provincialized and Government Secondary schools of Sivsagar district. Study can be conducted on more Secondary schools of Sivsagar district as well other district of Assam.
3. Similar studies can be conducted to compare the attitude of teachers of government Secondary schools and Private Secondary schools of Assam.
4. The present study covers only the Secondary schools running under Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA). Similar studies may be conducted on Secondary schools running under other Board / Council of Assam as well as India. 
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