Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	South Asian Journal of Social Studies and Economics 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_SAJSSE_135067

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Reinforcing barriers:  Social Distancing and Cultural Shifts in India amidst COVID-19 Pandemic

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper helps us understand that when it comes to a health crisis like COVID-19, culture really matters. It shows how people’s traditions, beliefs, and religious practices can shape the way they react to the pandemic—sometimes helping, sometimes making things more complicated. For example, some cultural habits might support good health practices, while others could lead to confusion or risky decisions.

It also highlights a bigger issue: not everyone has equal access to healthcare, and those who are already struggling—because of poverty or discrimination—often face even more challenges. These struggles are deeply connected to culture and social background.

The key takeaway is simple but powerful: if public health efforts want to be truly effective, they can’t just rely on science alone. They need to understand and respect the way people live, believe, and think. By doing so, we can build health strategies that actually work for everyone—not just on paper, but in real life.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Usually, in abstract we wrote introduction (one sentence), Problem statement (one sentence), how you carry out this research and using what data (one sentence)? And what is the results, lets say we have a definite value, 79 % accuracy? What is the result. And Conclusion. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This study used qualitative research design, relying primarily on secondary data to explore the cultural dynamics influencing health perceptions and responses during the COVID-19 pandemic in India. The secondary data used in this analysis were obtained from a range of academic literature and news articles that address the intersection of culture, health behavior, and public health measures during pandemics. Secondary data is categorized in three key themes, the role of cultural beliefs, vaccination hesitancy and social distancing practices. These themes were used to structure the narrative on how cultural elements influenced public health responses.
Above taken from manuscript which is the methodology part. You should explain why you only use this method? Where is the citation? How did you select the academic literature? The process should be very detailed, from where? Google, Elsevier? How many articles have been selected initially? And after screening how many? Why you screen it? What are the keywords used to find those literatures?

Please download this paper. I used this paper as my reference if I want to do conventional systematic research.
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	Articles of research should be a lot. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
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	The presentation of the result should be more interesting? Maybe you can add graphs or statistics. Maybe you can group the discussion based on themes and make graph. 
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