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	The manuscript "Reinforcing Barriers: Social Distancing and Cultural Shifts in India amidst COVID-19 Pandemic" offers critical insights into how deeply ingrained social norms and cultural practices in India were challenged and transformed during the pandemic. By exploring the intersection of public health mandates and societal behaviors, it contributes valuable knowledge on behavioral adaptation in densely populated and culturally diverse settings. This work not only deepens our understanding of compliance and resistance to social distancing but also informs future strategies for public health communication in similar contexts. Its findings are particularly relevant for policymakers, sociologists, and public health professionals aiming to design culturally sensitive interventions during global health crises.
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