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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study examines the determinants of wheat import trade from Afghanistan over the period 1980 to 2023 using the Anova method. The results show that the explanatory variables taken together strongly influence wheat imports. The proportion of variance explained by the model is 85.04% (66,937,264.870 / 78,696,052.977). However, the ANOVA method used does not tell us which specific variable is significant, only that the model as a whole is relevant. The topic is an interesting one, but a lot of groundwork needs to be done to improve the article's content.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	I propose that the title be reworded as ‘'Determinants of wheat import trade in Afghanistan’'.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is long and needs to be summarized. Authors should highlight the following in the abstract: objective, estimation methodology, results and key recommendations.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Authors should use a methodological approach adapted to long-period time series. Methods adapted to the type of data used are suggested in the general comments.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	Abstract

The authors state in the abstract that they have examined the influence of climate change, global conflicts and domestic policies on wheat imports (''This study discovers the determinants of wheat import trade from 1980 to 2023, evaluating the impact of climate change, global conflicts, and domestic policies.'') but we find that none of these variables have been subjected to causal or regression analysis on wheat imports.

In the abstract, the authors state: ''Regression analyses indicate that a 1% growth in Afghanistan's GDP (Gross Domestic Product) results in an increase of 138 metric tons in wheat imports. Furthermore, government policies, including tariffs and exchange rates, play a crucial role; a 5% rise in tariffs leads to a decrease of 137 metric tons in imports.‘’. The result suggests that GDP and customs duties are growth rate or log variables, while wheat imports are ten metric tons. This poses a real problem of interpretation. The authors should apply a logarithmic transformation to all variables to reduce the size effect and facilitate interpretation of the results.
Introduction and literature review

Authors need to work on the structure of the introduction and literature review. Indeed, the paragraphs of the introduction and literature review are too long, sometimes exceeding one page in length. 

The introduction concentrated on presenting the evolution of Afghanistan's trade rather than properly setting out the problem or problematic.

Method

In this section, the authors state: ‘’ Qualitative data were developed through semi-structured interviews with investors, such as government officials, importers, farmers, and NGO representatives, as well as focus group talks with local persons affected by wheat import dynamics.‘’. For more claret, authors should present the sampling method or selection of surveyed units, and append the questionnaire or interview guide. 

The authors have concentrated on examining the influence of 4 variables (world wheat price; GDP growth rate; tariff rate on wheat imports; exchange rate) on wheat imports. They must also include other factors: Domestic demand factors (GDP per capita; Demographics and urbanization; Domestic wheat prices); Domestic supply factors (Domestic wheat production; Agricultural policies and subsidies); International trade factors (World wheat prices; Exchange rates; Tariffs and trade barriers; Transport costs and logistics); Geopolitical and climatic factors (Economic sanctions and geopolitical tensions; Global climatic conditions).

The method used by the authors is not appropriate for this study. The study covers the period 1980-2023, i.e. 44 years. This implies that the authors should perform the unit root test, the Granger causality test or the cointegration test, depending on the nature of the series. They can use ARDL or VEC models to examine the short-run and long-run effects of explanatory variables on wheat imports. They can also use the GMM if endogeneity is present.  

We note that the mathematical model (equation) presented in the manuscript is not indexed by time (t), even though it is a time series. 

In addition, we note a contradiction in the authors' statement concerning data sources. In the sentence ‘’ Furthermore, economic data about import values, trade balances, and price fluctuations were sourced from international databases, including the International Trade Centre (ITC) and the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).'' The authors assert that data on prices and economic growth came from secondary sources, whereas the sentence ‘’ Qualitative investigations used thematic analysis of interview and focus group transcripts to identify Global Wheat Price, GDP Growth Rate, Tariff rate for wheat imports, and Exchange Rate." (section 3.2) indicates that these data were identified from interviews.

The results need to be improved and analyzed using appropriate methods.
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