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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research is relevant and important to the scientific community as it reiterates the consequences of consanguinity and the need to make a deliberate effort to discourage it in populations that still practice this culture. The evidence presented here could help public health decision-making regarding intervention programmes. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	I don’t think the title captures the scope of the work. The study has considered a particular population in India and should try to reflect that information in the title. I would suggest:
“Consanguinity and Its Health Impacts on Human Populations: Insights from a study of the Sivagangai population in South India”.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, but I suggest expunging the last sentence and instead incorporating it in the conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The information presented is scientifically correct and consistent.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are insufficient, especially concerning recency. Most of the articles referenced are over 15 years old. I suggest you include articles published in the past five years, centred on studies elsewhere. I have suggested some here:
Khayat, A. M., Alshareef, B. G., Alharbi, S. F., AlZahrani, M. M., Alshangity, B. A., & Tashkandi, N. F. (2024). Consanguineous Marriage and Its Association With Genetic Disorders in Saudi Arabia: A Review. Cureus, 16(2), e53888. https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.53888
Temaj, G., Nuhii, N. & Sayer, J.A. The impact of consanguinity on human health and disease with an emphasis on rare diseases. J Rare Dis 1, 2 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1007/s44162-022-00004-5 

Iqbal, S., Zakar, R., Fischer, F. et al. Consanguineous marriages and their association with women’s reproductive health and fertility behavior in Pakistan: secondary data analysis from Demographic and Health Surveys, 1990–2018. BMC Women's Health 22, 118 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12905-022-01704-2 

The referencing style is inconsistent; this can be easily rectified.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, but a few grammatical errors will need to be corrected.
	

	Optional/General comments


	I think the introduction, though succinct, has not addressed the prevalence of consanguinity in different parts of the world as well as the common diseases associated with the practice of consanguinity in humans. Addressing this gap will help balance out the information on animal studies that you have adequately provided. A recent review on this topic will be helpful.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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