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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	General Comments

 The manuscript presents an informative and timely study on ancient water resource management systems in India from a geographical perspective. The topic holds great significance in the context of today’s water crises and challenges of sustainability. The author(s) have put in great effort to identify and trace traditional practices for different regions of India, backed by historical and archaeological evidence.

The paper is well loaded but needs better structuring and some parts made clearer. Better academic tone, less redundancy, and stronger presentation of data would go a long way in making the work more impactful.

Major Comments: 

1. Clarity and Structure:

The manuscript is informed but unwieldy and somewhat repetitive. It would be better to have it divided under the following heads:

- Global and Indian Water Crisis

- Historical Context of Water Management in India

- Regional Traditional Systems

- Lessons for Modern Sustainability

This will help the reader and also bring out better the comparative geographical aspects.

2. Academic Tone and Language

 2.1 Some places have used informal or emotive language (e.g., “greed,” “Nobody knows the full consequences...”). A more neutral academic tone should be adopted. 

2.2 Minor grammatical issues and sentence flow should be rectified by proofreading.

3. Use of Figures and Tables 

3.1 Figures like global water distribution and India’s per capita water availability are useful but lack clarity of source or visual quality.

3.2 You might want to reformat big tables and swap out text-heavy figures for simpler charts.

4. Referencing and Citation Style: 

4.1 Some citations (e.g., "Down To Earth, 2023") remain informal. Please follow a consistent citation format throughout. 

4.2 Ensure all sources in the reference list are cited in the text and vice versa.

5. Contribution to the Field The manuscript would benefit from a brief comparative section discussing how India’s ancient systems compare with those from other civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, China) in water-scarce environments.

Minor Comments: 

• Abstract: Should be shortened to focus more on the research and key findings.

• Introduction: Link ancient systems more strongly with their relevance to current water management frameworks.

• Conclusion: The message is strong but should be made more concise, emphasizing key takeaways and recommendations.

• Keywords: Replace generic terms like “Water” with Specific ones (e.g., “Traditional Irrigation Systems,” “Hydraulic Heritage”).
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