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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Mining operations significantly impact Land Use and Land Cover (LULC) by causing a range of changes, including deforestation, increased bare land, and alterations in agricultural and built-up areas. These changes can lead to various environmental consequences, including increased surface temperature, changes in water quality, and impacts on biodiversity, therefore rehabilitation needs to be done to make the site regain its original state.
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	The title of the article suits objective of the study
	No change required

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract of the article is comprehensive which gives an instant idea about the study to authors
	No change required

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Impacts of Mining operations:
· Deforestation and habitat destruction:
Mining operations, especially surface mining, can lead to the clearing of large areas of forest and habitat loss, impacting biodiversity. 

· Water pollution:
Mining activities can contaminate water sources with heavy metals, chemicals, and acid mine drainage, harming aquatic life and potentially affecting human health. 

· Air pollution:
Dust and other pollutants released from mining operations can degrade air quality and have negative health impacts on surrounding populations. 

· Soil degradation:
Mining can cause soil erosion, loss of fertility, and contamination, reducing the land's ability to support vegetation and agriculture. 

· Biodiversity loss:
Habitat destruction, pollution, and other impacts of mining can lead to the loss of species and reduced biodiversity. 

· Land disturbance and landscape alteration:
Mining operations can significantly alter the landscape, creating open pits, tailings ponds, and other disturbances. 

· Climate change:
Mining activities contribute to greenhouse gas emissions through the use of machinery, energy consumption, and deforestation. 

· Social impacts:
Mining can displace communities, disrupt traditional ways of life, and lead to conflicts over resources. 

The present study tells about the over-all temporal changes during the period(2014-2017). This temporal change is not solely due to mining operations alone.

There is a further need to work on the existing study as suggested below.

The study contains mapping of 

Vegetation

Bare rock

Built-up

Shrub land

Open land and NDVI in GIS

This mapping certainly provides a temporal change in LCLU; however it is difficult to establish that these changes have occurred only due to mining operations, therefore further sub-classification is required as below:

Conversion of                                            Conversion to

Vegetation                                                   Vegetation

Vegetation                                                    Bare rock

Vegetation                                                    Built-up

Vegetation                                                    Shrub land

Bare rock                                                      Vegetation

Bare rock                                                      Bare rock

Bare rock                                                      Built-up

Bare rock                                                      Shrub land

Built-up                                                        Vegetation

Built-up                                                        Bare rock

Built-up                                                        Built-up

Built-up                                                        Shrub land

Shrub land                                                    Vegetation

Shrub land                                                     Bare rock

Shrub land                                                     Built-up

Shrub land                                                     Shrub land

Further, other indices like soil index, NDWI, potential zoning of underground water must also be taken into consideration to assess the over-all impacts of mining operation, there after suitable measures for rehabilitation can be recommended.
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	The language/English of the article is well drafted and easily understandable to readers/authors.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The article is very important for the areas where mining/extractions operations are being carried out.  Very useful with a view to sensitize the concerned authorities about pros and cons and guiding them to take appropriate measures in mitigating the related issues in that area.
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