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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides important insights into the regularly neglected aspect of small ruminant marketing. By exploring the marketing practices in Hassan District, the study highlights serious gaps including; lack of scientific pricing, middleman dependency, and unstructured sales systems that directly affect farmer profitability. These results are important for researchers, policymakers, and extension agencies working to improve livestock livelihoods and rural development. The study also includes empirical evidence to the discourse on informal livestock markets and their socio-economic impact on smallholder farmers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the manuscript is mostly suitable, but could be refined for clarity and academic tone. 
Suggested alternative:

"Sheep Marketing Practices and Their Influences on Farm Profitability: A Study in Hassan District, Karnataka State, India"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is fairly comprehensive, covering objectives, methodology, major findings, and conclusions. However, it can be slightly condensed and improved. 

Suggested improvements:

· Avoid listing too many statistics without contextualizing them. Focus on major findings.

· Include a clear closing statement summarizing the recommendations.

Example of a more concise closing:

"The findings highlight the need for organized marketing interventions and capacity building to ensure fair pricing and sustainable sheep farming."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound in terms of design, sampling strategy, and data collection. The methodology is appropriate for a field-based socio-economic study. The interpretation of results is in-line with the presented data, and the conclusions are supported by the findings. However, the inclusion of basic inferential statistics (e.g., chi-square test and the associated p-value which tell us the level of significance) would reinforce the accuracy.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally adequate and relevant to the subject, but many are over 10 years old. The inclusion of more recent literature (post-2020) will be highly recommended.
Suggested sources:

· FAO or ILRI reports on small ruminant marketing in South Asia

· NABARD or ICAR reports on rural livestock marketing

· Agricultural Economics researches/published articles
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable but could benefit from editing for clarity, grammar, and academic tone. 

Examples:

· Replace casual phrases like "good old knowledge" with "traditional knowledge".

· Minimize repetition (e.g., "middleman dominated" appears frequently throughout the document, it will be better to rephrase occasionally for variety).
· Use consistent verb tenses.
	

	Optional/General comments


	General Comments:

· The study is important and timely, especially in the context of rural livelihoods and sustainable agriculture.

· Visual aids (charts/graphs) are missing but would enhance data presentation and comprehension.

· Consider discussing potential interventions (e.g., cooperative marketing, training programs etc.) in more detail as a recommendation.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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