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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides information on the microbiological assessment of a widely consumed type of food in Niger. Such information can serve as a tool for decision-making and the implementation of public policies aimed at ensuring public health. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. The abstract accurately represents the study in its entirety.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No. The suggestions were provided in the manuscript review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Dear Authors,

First and foremost, I would like to congratulate you on your work. Studies like this are of great importance as they serve as tools for decision-making and the implementation of crucial public policies aimed at ensuring public health.

1) In the introduction, the authors mention that foodborne infections remain a major public health concern but cite references from 2009 and 2010. After 15 years, does this situation still persist? I suggest that the authors seek more up-to-date references to support this statement with greater certainty. Similarly, the claim that the risk of food poisoning associated with street-vended food remains a threat in many parts of the world is based on a 2007 reference, which is nearly two decades old. Does this issue still present the same scenario?

2) In the introduction, the authors state: “Hence the importance of conducting a study on the kebabs sold in the city of Niamey, more specifically in the neighborhoods of communal district Niamey III.” Additionally, in the “Materials and Methods” section, the authors provide information about the geographical location of the study site. However, what led to this choice from a public health risk perspective, particularly regarding the potential occurrence of foodborne diseases? Does this location exhibit the risk factors mentioned in the introduction (lack of hygiene, inadequate access to drinking water and waste disposal, and unsanitary environments)? For readers unfamiliar with the area, a more detailed qualitative description justifying the selection of this site would be valuable.

3) It would also be beneficial to briefly mention, in the introduction, the foodborne pathogens investigated in the study, highlighting their key characteristics in the context of the research. I believe this would make the study more comprehensive.

4) The study involved administering questionnaires to vendors and consumers. Was this submitted to an ethics committee for research involving human subjects?

5) The authors state that “This is why cleaning meat with clean water is necessary to reduce the germs responsible for contamination.” What reference supports this statement? Depending on the quality of the water used, could this practice further contribute to product contamination? Would it not be more appropriate to ensure proper hygiene throughout the entire handling process (production, transportation, etc.) until preparation?

6) In the conclusion, the authors emphasize the need for vendor training and awareness to help address these findings. I believe this aspect deserves further discussion. The findings of this study are highly relevant and could be used by health surveillance agencies to enhance food safety. Additionally, raising consumer awareness is equally essential, as informed consumers who understand the risks associated with these products may opt for safer food choices.

Is there any available data from local health services regarding outbreaks related to food consumption? Which microorganisms are most commonly involved? If such information is accessible, including it would significantly enrich the study.
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