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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important as there are only few reports of the genus Thaxterogaster in India. This study adds new knowledge to the limited data available. The manuscript is well written, and the combination of  both morphological and molecular identification strengthens its scientific value
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	First Record of Thaxterogaster pallidopurpurascens (subg. Scauri, Agaricales) from India
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	I have suggested a few minor additions and edits to improve clarity and completeness of the abstract. These changes can be seen in the manuscript under track changes.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Sufficient
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	
This research presents intriguing findings. I would like to offer some insights that I believe may contribute to the enhancement of your article.
1. The introduction is a bit lengthy. Streamline the background information to more directly address the research question. 
2. The manuscript reports the first occurrence of T. pallidopurpurascens from India based on morphological identification and ITS sequence data. While the topic holds potential interest due to its addition to the known distribution of the species, the manuscript has significant issues that undermine its overall scientific contribution and clarity. The manuscript briefly mentions that T. pallidopurpurascens was collected from Arunachal Pradesh (Tawang district in general and near Sangestar Tso in particular) but does not offer an in-depth ecological discussion. It is essential to understand why this collection site is significant for the distribution of this species and how the ecological conditions of this region may favour its presence.

3. It would improve the clarity and flow of the manuscript if the full species name Thaxterogaster pallidopurpurascens is mentioned at first use, followed by the abbreviated form T. pallidopurpurascens in subsequent mentions. 

4. Please check for any updated estimates on the number of species among ectomycorrhizal fungi, particularly within the order Russulales. Also, kindly remove citations from the conclusion section. Or change CONCLUSION to NOTES

5. The species highlighted in red on the phylogenetic tree represent the specimens collected from Arunachal Pradesh - India, as indicated by the corresponding collection nos. Is it a new species? If not, consider rephrasing 'new species' to 'new record' or 'our specimens' to more accurately reflect the nature of the material highlighted.

(Please see the manuscript I have attached)
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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