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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is importance to the scientific community as it provides vital contribution to scientific knowledge, describing important principles behind the interaction of the characteristics of leaf surfaces and wettability with heavy metals in urban environments. This understanding may help in formulating useful strategies for reducing air pollution, urban greening, and environmental management of the residuals. The results will be useful for environmental scientists, urban ecologists, and public health professionals, since they show how vegetation can help in reducing heavy metal pollution.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable as it is appropriately clear and relevant.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is comprehensive as it is informative, well-structured and it provides key details about the study. It could be improved upon. 

Suggestions for Improvement

Be explicit on the research aim

The aim of research is not clearly stated in the abstract. Though it mentions what was studied, there is no definition for the research aim. 
One good addition would be a sentence stating the aim; for example, "This study aims to evaluate how surface characteristics of leaves and wettability influence heavy metals accumulation in tree species growing in urban environments."


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct as it adheres to scientific format and presents results with appropriate methods, statistical analysis, and references to past studies. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient but most of them are not recent. Using recent references will give a better outcome.
Suresh, P., & Sundaram, S. (2020). "Effect of Heavy Metal Pollution on Plant Growth and Development: A Review." Environmental Pollution, 265(1), 114-130. DOI: 10.1016/j.envpol.2020.114130.
This review discusses the latest research on how heavy metals affect plant growth, which could offer broader context to the manuscript’s findings.

Gao, C., et al. (2023). "Urban Flora as Bioindicators of Pollution: The Role of Plant Morphology and Surface Properties." Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, 42(6), 1547-1557. DOI: 10.1002/etc.5465.

Vogel, C., et al. (2021). "The Role of Leaf Surface Wettability in Environmental Monitoring." Plant and Soil, 462(1), 3-14. DOI: 10.1007/s11104-021-04807-9.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language/English quality of the article is generally suitable for scholarly communication
	

	Optional/General comments


	In general, this is a good manuscript that has been researched and is a potent work. A little more polishing with respect to presentation of data can make the work more impactful. 
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no ethical issues in the manuscript. 


	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	NONE
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	NONE
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	I declare that I have no competing interest as a reviewer
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	MARKS of this  manuscript

	Give OVERALL MARKS you want to give to this manuscript 

( Highest: 10  Lowest: 0 )

Guideline: 

Accept As It Is: (>9-10)

Minor Revision: (>8-9)

Major Revision: (>7-8)

Serious Major revision: (>5-7)

Rejected (with repairable deficiencies and may be reconsidered): (>3-5)

Strongly rejected (with irreparable deficiencies.): (>0-3)
	8.5
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