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	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· This manuscript holds significant value for the scientific community as it bridges educational research and data science by empirically comparing traditional statistical modeling with machine learning techniques in predicting academic performance. 
· By highlighting the superior predictive accuracy of Random Forest Regression and identifying key influencing factors such as learning styles and exam preparation, the study offers actionable insights for educators, academic institutions, and policymakers aiming to enhance student outcomes.
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	Minor grammatical errors need to be corrected.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript presents a timely and relevant study that integrates statistical and machine learning approaches to predict academic performance among higher education students. 
· The comparison between Multiple Linear Regression (MLR) and Random Forest Regression (RFR) is well-executed, and the identification of key predictive variables offers practical insights for educators.
· Sample size is too small i.e. 45 only.
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