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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	In the paper, lead (Pb) was examined, yet it was not included in the title.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· The abstract should be improved. The statement, “The study analyzed 22 plants…” should be placed in the second or third sentence. Similarly, specify the degree of difference in Cd concentrations between the peel and pulp.

· This reviewer is somewhat confused about whether Pb was actually included in the analysis, as mentioned in the last paragraph of the Introduction, yet it was not mentioned in the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Introduction:
1. The authors mentioned that local studies have shown Cd concentrations in agricultural crops exceeding permissible limits. However, they should clearly articulate how this study contributes to the existing body of knowledge and strengthen the research problem.
Materials and methods:

1. Provide the scientific names of the fruits and vegetables analyzed.

2. Clarify the term “metallic sheets”—would these materials potentially contribute to cross-contamination?

3. Provide a reference for using 190°C for 24 hours in the drying process. This reviewer believes the temperature may be too high.

4. Expand on the Cd analysis using AAS, detailing the quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) procedures, including the use of blank samples, reference materials, and calibration standards.
Results and Discussion

1. In Table 1, specify whether the concentrations are reported as mean or median. If mean, provide the standard deviation (SD); if median, provide the range.

2. The discussion on potential contamination sources for imported fruits/vegetables requires further justification. Stating that fertilizer overuse is the primary source is insufficient—consider alternative sources such as soil contamination, irrigation water, atmospheric deposition, or post-harvest handling.

3. In Figure 1 and Figure 2, include SD or range and clarify how these figures differ from Table 1.

4. Ensure proper cross-referencing throughout the section.

5. Overall, strengthen the discussion with a more comprehensive analysis of findings.
Conclusion

1. The conclusion section is missing and should be added.
Recommendations

1. The recommendations are overly generalized and not fully supported by the study's results. Given the complexity of metal dynamics and speciation, they should be refined to align with the study’s findings and implications.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Should add more references. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, but the paper still needs to improve in terms of coherence.
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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