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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes significantly to the scientific community, particularly in educational psychology, by providing empirical evidence on how school social environments influence students' academic engagement in a developing country context. The inclusion of gender-specific analysis helps fill a gap in gender-focused engagement research. It supports school leaders and policymakers in understanding how school culture and relationships can affect learning outcomes and offers practical recommendations grounded in local data.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is suitable. It accurately reflects the research scope, variables, and geographical focus. No change needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, clearly stating the background, objectives, methods, sample, instruments, major findings, and recommendations.

Suggestion: The abstract could be improved by briefly mentioning the implications of the findings to provide a forward-looking conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound.

The research design is appropriate, the instruments are validated, the sample is representative, and the statistical analysis is properly used (Pearson r). The findings are consistent with existing literature and provide context-specific evidence. The theoretical framework (Bronfenbrenner’s EST) is well-applied.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent. The authors used a mix of global and local sources published between 2018 and 2023, which strengthens the paper's currency and relevance.

Optional Suggestion: Authors may also consider integrating more open-access international literature for broader engagement (e.g., UNESCO, OECD, or World Bank reports).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the language quality is suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clear, coherent, and well-organized. Minor grammatical revisions (e.g., redundant phrases) can enhance precision.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-structured, timely study with practical implications for educators, school administrators, and policymakers. It is grounded in a strong theoretical framework and demonstrates methodological rigor. The inclusion of both male and female perspectives enriches the discussion and enhances the utility of the findings for gender-responsive educational interventions.
The paper is strong and ready for publication with minimal corrections—mainly editorial and structural enhancements (e.g., brief ethical note, expanded abstract impact statement). The study presents relevant findings with clear educational implications.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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