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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critically important issue in the Nigerian SME sector fraud mitigation through internal control systems. Given the high rate of fraud-related business failures in developing economies, this study provides empirical insights that can help both practitioners and policymakers. Its focus on two key components: control activities and monitoring adds precision and practical value. The findings contribute to both academic discourse and real-world applications for enhancing accountability in SMEs.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is appropriate and clearly reflects the scope of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract covers the objective, methodology, and key findings effectively. However, consider slightly expanding the background to better situate the problem in the broader economic context and explicitly state the methods (e.g., "a structured questionnaire analyzed via multiple regression") in one sentence. Also, mention the sample size and geographical context briefly.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is methodologically sound. The use of Cochran’s formula for sample size, reliability testing with Cronbach’s Alpha, and regression analysis is appropriate. Hypotheses are clearly defined and tested, and the results support the conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are recent and well-selected. Most sources are within a 3-to-5-year range, demonstrating up-to-date scholarship. However, inclusion of more international or cross-country SME studies could enhance the literature review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally clear and academic. However, a thorough proofreading is recommended to fix minor issues such as article usage (e.g., “the study examine” should be “the study examines”) and consistency in tenses.
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