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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important issue within the SME sector in Nigeria by empirically investigating the role of internal control systems—specifically control and monitoring activities—in fraud mitigation. It fills a crucial gap in literature by focusing on SMEs, which often lack the financial and technical capacity to implement advanced control mechanisms. The study adds significant value by applying statistical rigor (Cronbach Alpha, regression modeling) and providing actionable recommendations for practitioners. It is a meaningful contribution to academic and policy discussions in financial accountability and SME governance.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes.
However, for clarity and scholarly appeal, you may consider a minor refinement:
Suggested title: "Effect of Internal Control Systems on Fraud Mitigation: Evidence from Selected SMEs in Nigeria"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and informative.
However, consider rewording the beginning to start with a problem statement or broader context before diving into the methodology.
Also, end the abstract with a stronger emphasis on the implications for SMEs or policymakers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes.
The methodology is well defined, the use of regression is appropriate, and the sample determination (Cochran’s formula) is clearly explained. The findings are logically interpreted, and the hypothesis tests are aligned with the stated objectives.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes.
Most references are recent (2021–2025), relevant, and drawn from both local and international sources. You might consider incorporating more global literature on internal control systems in SMEs for comparative value (e.g., studies from South Asia or Latin America).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Mostly yes, but minor revisions are suggested.
Some sections contain slightly repetitive phrasing and could benefit from conciseness and smoother transitions. Also, a few statistical notations (like the misplaced equation in the sampling section) need reformatting for clarity.
	

	Optional/General comments


	  Consider including a visual summary of findings (e.g., a conceptual model or bar chart of regression results).

  The paper would benefit from a clearer breakdown of the sample profile (industries, regions, firm size).

  Discuss limitations in more detail—especially how self-reported data might affect results.

  The literature review is strong, but a more concise "gap statement" toward the end would sharpen the study's uniqueness.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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