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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The article holds significance in showcasing deeper understanding on issues related to proving medical negligence in Nigeria in term of procedural and evidential difficulties. However, the article lacks real cases (from case reports, news reports, statistics, data etc.) to highlight the issues faced by victims of medical negligence in Nigeria. 
The “recommendations” section (1.4) should be elaborated instead of listed without any details to support the suggestions. 
The article is lengthy (35 pages), so it is suggested that the author summarises/ paraphrase certain points to make them concise yet comprehensive. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Recommend altering the title to: “Proving Medical Negligence in Nigeria: Legal and Procedural Considerations”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Recommend arranging the abstract to highlight:
1. Problem statement

2. Objective of the study

3. Research methodology
4. Key findings

5. Conclusion & recommendations

The abstract focuses so much on item (1) and (4). Items (2), (3) and (5) should be provided in the abstract. Item (4) should be shortened in the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The article sufficiently discusses the procedures and problems relating to medical negligence claims in Nigeria. However, it is recommended that the author considers the following points to make the article more comprehensive:
1. Add discussion on latest cases relating to medical negligence in Nigeria and the impact of those cases. Some of the cited cases are quite dated.

2. Add comparative analysis of medical negligence law in other common law jurisdictions such as England, India or Australia especially post-Bolam case to see the development of law on medical negligence. 
3. Add a diagram or flowchart of the process of medical negligence claim in Nigeria from the first step – interviewing the victim to the last step – enforcement. This could give a clearer picture of the processes due to the length of the article.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Recommend adding latest references and cases especially from Nigeria and common law countries to see the development of medical negligence law in these jurisdictions. E.g.:

1. Cheluvappa, R., & Selvendran, S. (2020). Medical negligence-Key cases and application of legislation. Annals of Medicine and Surgery, 57, 205-211.

2. Devereux, J., & Beran, R. G. (2022). Medical negligence law in Australia. Medical Liability in Asia and Australasia, 1-12.

3. Hidayani, P. P., & Hatta, M. (2023). Medical Negligence Concept in Malaysia: A Legal Study. Cendekia: Jurnal Hukum, Sosial Dan Humaniora, 1(4), 298-314.

4. Fransisren, F., Haryono, W. S., Herkutanto, H., & Setyowati, R. K. (2024). Clinical Practice Guidelines as Evidence In Proving Medical Negligence. Asian Journal of Social and Humanities, 3(2), 286-302.

5. Edu, E. V., & Nwakoby, C. B. (2023). Medical negligence in Nigeria: A critical analysis. Journal of Education, Humanities, Management and Social Sciences (Jehmss), 1(1).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The article should go for proofreading to improve the language. The use of tense must be suitable. Some terms are not suitable and windy e.g. “fashioning a thorough case” (pg. 4) should be replaced with “preparing a thorough case”. Words like “nuances”, “intricacies” may not be easy for readers to understand.
The use of British/ American English must be consistent throughout the article. Choose 1 style for the purpose of consistency.
Some grammatical errors should be corrected e.g. “1.9 Negotiate a settlement with the defendant or proceed to trial” to “Negotiated Settlement vs. Trial”. Use noun instead of verb for the subheading.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Conflict of interest declaration should be provided.
2. Funding sources/ acknowledgement section should be provided.

3. Research methodology section should be provided – doctrinal analysis? 
4. Some contents lack citation – e.g.  1.2.10 (i) and (ii) (pg. 22); paragraph 2 (pg. 5); (pg. 6).
5. Statutory provisions should be provided either in text or in the footnote such as law on limitation period, expert evidence, burden of proof, injunction, specific performance, damages, property seizure or attachment in Nigeria. 

6. Use consistent referencing style

Recommend accepting the article for publication.

Revision is required to shorten the content of the article and to highlight issues in each process of medical negligence claim from step 1: interviewing victims to final step: enforcement of judgement. Other comments as above.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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