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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The article presents knowledge from rapidly developing areas. It provides information on fire safety problems in Awka, Nigeria. The article presents research methods (surveys) that can be replicated in other parts of the world. The presented results can be compared with the progress in fire safety in other parts of the region, continent or the world. The conclusions from the research can contribute to improving the level of fire safety in the whole of Nigeria.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title does not fully relate to the scope of the research. The title should include the name of the country in addition to the city.

“Qualitative Assessment of Fire Safety of Commercial Buildings in Awka, Nigeria”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract should contain paragraphs regarding: the purpose of the research, methods, results and conclusions (recommendations). Each of these parts should be a separate paragraph, and each paragraph 2-3 sentences. The content of the abstract contains such information, but the recommendations should be systematized and expanded.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is correct, but requires significant corrections and additions. Details below.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are up to date, but can be expanded. You can add references to similar studies, e.g.: doi:10.9734/acri/2017/33347, DOI:10.12845/sft.61.1.2023.3. Extensive references indicate a well-conducted literature review. References should be numbered: [1], [2-4], and used throughout the article.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Structure the summary and expand the recommendations.

2. Reduce keywords to a maximum of 5, e.g. fire safety, commercial buildings, surveys, developing countries, Nigeria

3. In points 1.1.1, 1.1.2 and 1.1.3, the descriptions for a natural-geographical journal should be omitted. However, it should be indicated what local conditions (climatic and geographical) affect fire safety. For example, it should be stated whether there are differences in the level of fire safety in the dry and rainy seasons. Are regional products that affect the level of fire safety sold in commercial (retail) facilities, etc.

4. Explain the concept of FSM. Is it a program, principles, project, assumptions, guidelines?

5. In section 3.0 Methodology, the Taro Yamane formula was cited. This formula should be provided with an explanation of the symbols. Calculations can be provided. The same should be completed with the RII index and "Cronbach's alpha". The survey was conducted using a Likert scale, which was later narrowed down to 3 groups (SA/A, U, SD/D). This scale and literature should be cited.

6. The structure of the survey should be provided. Was it in the form of a printed form? Was it an interview? Or maybe a combined survey and interview, conversation?

7. Table 1 does not provide calculations of the RII index, which is described. The title of the table is incorrect. I suggest: “Analysis of a survey on fire safety in commercial buildings in the city of Awka, Nigeria”. Below the table, the source is provided, which is not in the references. Are the data from the table the property of the authors? If so, the source should not be provided. The table should be rebuilt to make it more readable, e.g.:

Questions/Theses:

Q1: Financial….

Q2: There is lack…

Q3: Communication…

Q4: Regulatory….

Q5: There is resistance…

Table 1. ….

Questions/Theses

SA/A

U

SD/D

Mean

RII

Rank

1

Q1

97

9

7

2.80

0.93

3

2

Q2

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

…

And bold range 1. It is worth noting that in the analysis all questions/theses have a high score.

8. There is a discrepancy in the quantitative data. In point 3.0 it is stated that the study included 213 people, while the data in the table indicate that there were 113 or 114 of them.

9. The conclusions and recommendations should be expanded. The article states that the cause of fires is a problem related to electricity “…fire outbreaks are electrical-related”. It is worth indicating in the conclusions the need for regular inspections of electrical installations, even visual ones, limiting the creation of installation branches, using efficient devices, which will certainly reduce the number of fires. It should be pointed out that in order to increase the level of safety it is not always necessary to engage large amounts of financial resources. Training and expanding knowledge in the field of fire safety is definitely cheaper than advanced fire protection devices. It is recommended to use alternative solutions in smaller buildings or where the risks are lower. For example, instead of extensive fire detection systems, use single, cheaper smoke detectors in rooms not supervised by people (warehouses, store back rooms, technical rooms). Information campaigns in the form of leaflets can be proposed to make building owners aware that in the event of a fire they will lose all their property and will have a problem with the law if they do not comply with fire regulations. It is necessary to make them aware that some good solutions are not always expensive (single detectors, separating the warehouse part from the commercial part with a wall made of non-flammable materials, training in extinguishing methods, evacuation training, etc.).
10. Punctuation marks are missing here and there, for example at the end of the sentence: “…the application of fire safety measures in commercial buildings in Awka, Anambra state”
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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