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IMPLICATIONS AND POSSIBLE REMEDIES OF CHILD STREETISM ON URBAN GOVERANCE IN CITIES OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THE CASE OF DODOMA CITY IN TANZANIA

ABSTRACT 
	Ensuring that cities are more sustainable, inclusive, and livable is a fundamental principle of urban governance. This is an internationally reorganized principle as provided for under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Precisely, SDG 11 calls for making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

Unfortunately, actualizing this principle in most cities of developing countries is becoming more of a myth than a reality. A situation that is attributed to various challenges, including child streetism. Tanzanian cities like those of developing countries are among those cities struggling with overcoming this challenge. Due to the escalating nature of the challenge, it has become a growing concern which needs pro-active measures to be undertaken. 

This study therefore sought to explore this subject matter with specific focus on exploring the implication of child streetism on urban governance within Dodoma City in Tanzania. Methodically, Descriptive survey research design was chosen for the present study. The design was selected because it is appropriate to explore facts as they are, without over exaggeration and/or simplification. In addition, the design allows to gather data from a large number of participants with a short period of time.

Besides this, to find out the essential information, both qualitative and quantitative research approaches were employed. Data was collected through key informant interviews and semi-structured interviews.  A total of 150 Urban Dodoma dwellers and 7 key informants were involved in the study. 

Findings of the study revealed that child streetism possesses significant implications to effective urban governance within the City. Precisely, study participants identified implications such as increase in crime wave, increase in security concern, and increase in environmental management challenge as well as increase in child prostitution among others as major implications of child streetism on urban governance in Dodoma city. 

Based on the study finds, possible identified policy remedies that ought to be taken on board include strengthening social welfare systems, strengthen child protection systems, community engagement and fostering public-private partnerships. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Child streetism is a challenge seen today as a common phenomenon in many cities around the world. Globally, UNICEF estimates that around 100 million children aged 5–18 live on the streets in less developed countries.  Based on this fact, as stressed by Amekuedi (2016), the problem of child streetism is a complex phenomenon and has intensified over the years to become a global issue.

According to Amekuedi (2016), though the phenomenon demonstrates higher prevalence in more developing countries characterised by rapid and unguided urbanisation processes than in developed countries, child streetism is not altogether absent in the latter. There is much evidence across the globe showing the many malfunctions existing in societies, and the issue of child streetism is one persistent menace that continues to threaten the development of some vulnerable groups in today’s fast growing world.

In addition, Lemi (2021) also points out that nowadays, it is very common to see a large number of children working or/ and living on streets of towns and cities. The problem of these children has become one of the growing urban social problems of today’s world, particularly developing countries. The author further stresses that the existence of street children is very much prevalent in densely populated urban hubs of developing or economically unstable regions such as countries in Africa, Eastern Europe, and Southeast Asia.

With regard to what child streetism is about, Asanbayev (2016) argues that definition of child streetism is often contested and argued by scientists, practitioners and policy makers. For this very reason, the definition by UNICEF (1995) is employed in defining the target group as of children who are under eighteen years old. According to this concept, there are two categories involving children. On the one hand, we have the vagrant children for whom the street is the source of income. On the other hand, there are children for whom the street is a constant place for living. 

In general, one can say that, there is no consensus on the definition of a street child. However, the most commonly cited definition of street children in academic literature is that a street child refers to any boy or girl, for whom the street in the widest sense of the word, has become his or her habitual abode and/or source of livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, supervised, or directed by responsible adults (Amanda & Martinsson, 2017).The definition encompasses all children working or/and living on urban streets.  Similarly, Wandim & Laha (2016) also noted that street children may also refer to persons below eighteen years, who spend all or most of their time on the street, who maintain minimal or no contact with their families, lack supervision, protection or guidance, which makes them vulnerable to a wide range of health and psychological hazards.

In the context of this study, the phenomenon of child streetism based on the above literature is seen to expose children to several challenges. However, literature also shows that urban areas in terms of their governance have not been spared. 

It is important to note that, the principle role of urban governance is to ensure that cities are sustainable, inclusive and livable (UN, 2023).   Unfortunately, with the growing number of challenges including child streetism, realizing the aspects of sustainability, inclusivity and livability in many cities of developing countries is more challenging. In fact, as revealed by Lemi (2021), the problem of street children has become one of the most growing concern leading to several urban social problems of today’s world, particularly developing countries.  As an urban social problem, child streetism inflicts on the governance of urban areas, making it very difficult for these cities to be sustainable, inclusive and livable.
2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
Literature on street children indicates that these children fall in to two categories. That is, children on the street and children of the street. This classification is mainly based on their level of contact with families and streets. As pointed out by Luisa (2000), children on the street refer to those engaged in the street but with regular contacts with their families whereas children of the street denotes those who live, work and sleep in the street. The former group lives with family while the latter has no or minimal contact with family. It can also be said that urban streets, for children on the streets, are places of work whereas for children of the streets they are both places of work and residence. Studies indicate that the great majority of street children from the developing world are not homeless. In fact Merga et al (2015) stress that many street children, approximately ninety percent work in the street but live at home.

The problem of street children as revealed by Waziri (2013) is a global concern that cuts across boundaries of both developed and developing countries. In Europe for instance, street children at first appeared in 1851 when Henry Mayhew used it to describe London’s working poor during the 1840s. Although his observations and accounts of street children a century ago are surprisingly still accurate, street children did not really register on the international radar until 1979, during the International Year of the Child. Since, then the number of street children has increased worldwide and the problem has gained considerably more attention.

Compared with Europe, Latin America and Asia the situation of street children in Africa was new before 1990s (UMP, 2000). According to Cummings (2006) street children in Africa are recent development although its roots originated from colonialism in the early 20th century. The Consortium for Street Children (2002) noted that the problem of street children rose dramatically in the late 1980s and early 1990s due to civil strife and demobilization of soldiers and the effect of Structural Adjustment policies on family unemployment.

In East African countries, like in other African countries the situation is not any different. For instance, in Kenya and particularly in Nairobi during 2001 it was estimated that there were 10,000 to 30,000 street children and in 2007 the graph was growing.  It was estimated that there were between 250,000 and 300,000 children living on the streets in the country with more than 60,000 living in Nairobi (Smeaton, 2011). On the other hand Tanzania like Kenya the situation of street children persists and the problem is likely to get out of hand if strong measures are not taken. According to Ngowi (2012), it is estimated that there were about 437,500 street children in Tanzania.

In this study, it is argued that, the persistence of this problem is having consequential implications to the governance of cities and thus making the process of urban governance even more challenging. According to UNDP report (2024), urban governance plays a pivotal role in addressing the complexities of city life and cities urgently need to be able to address the challenges of the 21st century. As demonstrated by literature, child streetism is one of the challenges of the 21st century that needs to be contained through the process of urban governance.

Unfortunately, due to the growing pressure from the child streetism phenomenon as pointed out by Hamid & Thampi (2019), the governance of urban areas is becoming even more complicated. Genemo (2019) echoes the findings of Hamid & Thampi (2019) by stressing that as a result of child streetism, urban areas experience several challenges ranging from increase in insecurity and petty theft activities which create significant difficulties in the governing of urban areas.

A study by Hassen (2019) also revealed that child streetism fuels child prostitution whereby girls become victims of unwanted sexual touching. The author further argues that child prostitution has been cited amongst the most pressing problems that need to be tackled as it adds pressure to the urban governance process. This situation keeps girls within the vicious cycle, which carries with it the high risk of HIV/AIDS and STDs infection.

In addition, literature also shows that as the problem of child streetism grows, managing the urban environment also gets difficult. According to a study by Wafula (2021), effective management of the urban environment in Nairobi city has become difficult as a result of the high rate of street children. These children contribute to sanitation related challenges.  While measures to discourage them from coming and setting on the streets have been initiated, such measures have not been successful due to the push and pull factors that continue to attract them on the streets. 

Generally, literature evidently points to the fact that, the presence of children on the streets makes it difficult to effectively govern urban areas. This implies that, there is a need for actions against the child streetism phenomenon if cities are to remain sustainable, inclusive and liveable as expected under SDG11. 

2.2 Study Conceptual Framework

From the conceptual point view, literature indicates that child streetism has consequential implications on urban governance. For instance, Hamid & Thampi (2011), stresses that the governance of urban areas is becoming even more complicated amidst growing concerns over the increasing child streetism phenomenon. Genemo (2019) also adds by stating that urban areas experience several challenges ranging from increase in insecurity and petty theft activities which create significant difficulties in the governing of urban areas. 

Hassen (2019) also revealed that child streetism fuels child prostitution whereby girls become victims of unwanted sexual touching. The author further argues that child prostitution has been cited amongst the most pressing problems that need to be tackled as it adds pressure to the urban governance process. This situation keeps girls within the vicious cycle, which carries with it the high risk of HIV/AIDS and STDs infection.  Similarly; Wafula (2021), argues that effective management of the urban environment in Nairobi city has become difficult as a result of the high rate of street children. These children contribute to sanitation related challenges among others.  The conceptual figure below; illustrates these arguments to demonstrate the link between child streetism and urban governance.



Figure 1: Conceptual Framework

3. METHODOLOGY

Based on the nature of the subject matter of inquiry, the study employed a descriptive survey research design. This design was selected because of its ability to allow the researcher to appropriately explore facts as they are, without over exaggeration and/or simplification (Yalew, 2013). In addition, the design allows to gather data from a large number of participants with a short period of time. Employed research approaches included both qualitative and quantitative research approaches. Data was collected through key informant interviews and semi-structured interviews.  Random and purposive sampling were used to identify a total of 150 Dodoma urban dwellers and 7 key informants for the study. Content and descriptive analysis were the adopted analysis methods for all collected data in the study.
4. RESULTS and discussion
This section presents results and discussion of the study. It responds to the key study question concerning the implications of child streetism on urban governance in cities of developing countries with Dodoma City as the Case Study location. 

4.1.1 Background of Study Population

Three aspects on study population background were examined. These aspects included age, period of stay in Dodoma city and their encounter experience with street children. It was necessary to examine these three aspects so as to determine whether the population involved in the study was indeed suitable in terms of experience with the city and the street children issue that was being investigated.

 Age of Study Participants

Age analysis for study participants revealed that 76% of the participants’ were above the age of 30years while 24% were below 30 years but above 20 years. Generally, the analysis shows that all participants were of age and therefore considered mature enough to participate in the study. A graphical representation of this analysis is shown in Figure 2 below. 
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Figure 2: Study Participants Age Analysis

Period of Stay in Dodoma City

Analysis of this aspect sought to determine how long study participants had lived in Dodoma city to gauge their experience with city. Findings revealed that 83% of the respondents had lived in the city for a period of 6 years and above while 27% were below that period. Details are presented in Figure 3 below. 
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Figure 3: Analysis of Participants period of Stay in Dodoma City

Encountered Experience with Street Children

This analysis sought to determine whether the participant had ever had an encounter with street children. The referred to encounter met even just seeing them or being approached by the street children. Findings showed that 100% of the participants acknowledge that they had had encounters with these children and therefore knew about their existence on the streets of the city.  

4.1.2 Implications of Child Streetism on Urban Governance in Dodoma City

Exploring the implications of child streetism on urban governance was the central point of focus in this study. The study therefore posits that the ongoing increase in the rate of child streetism in many cities of developing countries is becoming a serious growing concern on the governance of these cities. Based on the findings from Dodoma City as shown in Figure 4, child streetism phenomenon is considered to have several implications on urban governance in various ways that calls for appropriate policy actions to be taken. 
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Figure 4: Child streetism implications on Urban Governance

To further comprehend each of the above findings on implications of child streetism on urban governance, an in-depth presentation is made. The presentation is based on the perceptions from the interviewed study participants.

· Increase in Health Related Diseases 

This implication raised much concern among the interviewed study participants. Findings show that 36% of the study participants indicated that the growing concern of child streetism in Dodoma City was contributing to the increase in health related disease.  Specifically, participants sighted out transmittable diseases such as HIV/AIDS as result of careless sexual practices by these children.  In quote, one of the participants stated as follows;

‘Children running to the street find themselves engaging in unprotected sex and this exposes them to various diseases such as HIV/AIDS. Something needs to be done because this problem is growing and not much is being done to resolve it.’

The existence of this situation was also further echoed by study key informants who stressed that, most street children, especially girls are victims of sexual harassment on the streets and this exposes them to several diseases. 

This finding conquers with the views stressed by Hassen (2019). The author also revealed that child streetism fuels child prostitution whereby girls become victims of unwanted sexual touching. In addition, the author further argues that child prostitution has been cited amongst the most pressing problems that need to be tackled as it adds pressure to the urban governance process. This situation keeps girls within the vicious cycle, which carries with it the high risk of HIV/AIDS and STDs infection

Hence, in the context of this study, it can be concluded that, the presence of street children in cities, carries higher chances of fueling the spread of transmittable diseases such as HIV/AIDS and thus a critical urban governance issue that needs to be addressed. 

· Increase in Crime Wave 

Increase in crime wave that is highly manifested by that acts of petty theft among others was one of the identified implications of child streetism in Dodoma City as revealed by study respondents. Findings show that 27% of the interviewed participants indicated that due to the increasing number of street children in the city, there has been a tremendous growth in crime related acts committed by these children.  This situation adds pressure to the already stretch governance system in the city, making the entire process of urban governance more demanding. In quotes, one of the participants narrated as follows;

‘It is very dangerous for you to move on some streets of the city where these children hide. In fact, I have ever had a bad encounter with them when I mistakenly passed on that street and from nowhere, I was surrounded by a batch of boys who took my wallet and all that was in it’. 

The discussion with key informants, mainly government officers also echoed the threat posed by these children. According to the Officers, as Dodoma city gets urbanized, many of these children get attracted to move to the city without any work or source of earning a living. In the long run, they engage themselves in these criminal acts which are too costly to the entire process of urban governance. To a large extent, crimes committed by these children are organized crimes and hence threaten peace on these streets. 
This finding aligns with the findings of Genemo (2019) also identified a growing concern in urban crime in the form of petty theft activities resulting from the increase in number of street children in cities.  According to the author, this situation create significant difficulties in the governing of urban areas.  In addition, a report by the Global Initiative against Transnational organized report (2024) stresses that amidst challenges of child streetism and the massive growth in urban areas as well as combined with weak governance, cities are facing alarming rates of violence and human rights abuses.
From this finding, we note that, while we may have the audacity to sympathize with street children on account of what they go through and what pushes them on the streets, it is important that we also understand what implications this has on the sustainability, inclusivity and livability of our cities. 

· Increase in Child prostitution

The term normally refers to prostitution of a minor, or person under the legal age of consent. It is a societal disorder act which does not conform to society acts and hence not desired in all its form. Study findings show that 10% of the interviewed study participants identified this issue as one of the resulting implications of Child Streetism on governance of Dodoma City. According to the interviewed participants, as children increase on the streets without meaningful activity for engagement, most of them end up in the prostitution business as a survival strategy. As a result, a societal disorder is highly manifested in the city leading to serious challenges for urban governance to contain.  A study participant narrated this situation as stated below;

‘Young girls find themselves on the street and end up selling themselves to survive. It is a serious pity and challenge to our societies. Unfortunately, it is not something that society is ready to press a finger and resolve it’   

The presence of this situation was further emphasized by key informants who stressed that many young girls who had ran to the streets found themselves practicing child prostitution.  They further stressed that in most cases, these girls practice child prostitution willingly or unwillingly. The willingly part involves the child deciding to take part while the unwillingly part is where the child is hired by other people to engage in the practice. Regardless of the situation on whether the child engages in the act under her consent or not, this study argues that, as a society disorder, this act adds to the challenges that need to be addressed by urban governance.  It should be noted that, as pointed out by Hassen (2019), child prostitution keeps girls within the vicious cycle, which carries with it the high risk of HIV/AIDS and STDs infections.

· Increase in Urban Environmental Management Challenges

A sustainable, inclusive and livable cities must ensure that its urban environment is well managed and therefore fit for its population. Hence, in situations where a city is unable to manage its environment, then achieving a sustainable, inclusive and livable city equally become difficulty to attain.   In this study, findings show that 19% of the study participants revealed that, the presence of street children in Dodoma city has implications to the city’s urban governance process. According to the interviewed participants, these children normally don’t use the provided public social facilities such as toilets and recklessly dump solid waste anywhere.  As a result, their actions add to the burden of managing the city. City streets become polluted with bad smells, waste and disposals which undermine the core principles of urban governance such as sustainability, inclusivity and livability.  On this matter, a study participant stressed that..,

We have streets in this city where you cannot afford to pass or else you risk to suffocate. The streets are polluted with urine smell and waste dumping but you find these are the hideout areas for these street children’. 

A similar sentiment was expressed by key informants, although they insisted that even elder people working within the city sometime take advantage of the situation and go to urinate in these areas.  To this regard, the key informants appeared to argue that, while these areas may be predominantly used by street children, there instances where even elder people contribute to this challenge. 

In light of this study, we still see that the presence of children to the street is the major contributory factor to this challenge and therefore we can still argue that, as a result of their presence, an added challenge of dealing with undesirable environmental issues is inflicted on the city’s urban governance process.  This finding conquers with the findings of Wafula (2021) who also revealed that effective management of the urban environment in Nairobi city had become difficult as a result of the high rate of street children who tend to pollute the city environment. 

· Increase in Security Concerns 

While it may appear that security concern and crime are likely to have a similar interpretation, the two are actually different especially in the context of urban governance. Hence, in the context of this study, security concern was conceptualized to refer to any potential threat or vulnerability that could compromise the safety, or privacy of individuals, organizations, or systems. On the contrary, crime involved organized actions with intentions of hurting city dwellers.  Hence, study findings show that 8% of the interviewed study participants revealed that the presence of street children in Dodoma city increases security concerns in terms of being seen as threat to people’s safety and their properties. As a security concern, it puts extra pressure on the city’s urban governance system to manage the situation. One of the participants narrated the situation as follows;

‘With the increase in number of these children on the street, some people especially women and even some men tend to fear for their safety. Walking on streets in late hours is not an option for some people because of the threat these children pose’
This view was largely shared by key informants who also emphasized that it is a dangerous option to walk on some streets in late hours. This finding aligns with the findings of Hamid & Thampi (2019) who stressed that as a result of child streetism, urban areas experience several challenges ranging from increase in insecurity which create significant difficulties in the governing of urban areas. To this regard, it is again observed that, prevalence of child streetism in cities has security consequences which directly impact the governance of these cities. 

Generally, the above findings on implications of child streetism on urban governance in Dodoma city demonstrate that, indeed, child streetism has various consequential implications on urban governance. These implications raise a fundamental question on what ought to be done to address the situation so as to ensure that cities remain sustainable, inclusive and livable? This study muddled through a set of possible remedies as presented in the section below.  

5.1 POSSIBLE REMEDIES

This section of the study presents possible remedies on noted implications of child streetism on urban governance in Dodoma city.  This study has shown that child streetism has consequential implications to the governance of urban areas. Hence, it is imperative that necessary actions need to be instituted to either eliminate or mitigate the situation. To this regard, the following four remedies are put forward as possible actions that could be adopted.

Establishment/Strengthening of Social Welfare Programs

Social welfare programs targeting children from all odds play a crucial role in ensuring that no child is left out. These programs could range from educational programs, health programs to housing programs. Hence, amidst the challenge of child streetism, cities need to establish or strengthen these programs and make use of them to accommodate street children. This in one way or another will assist in either eliminating the challenge or mitigating it. As revealed by Shitindi et al (2023), social welfare programs play a crucial role in providing support to vulnerable street children, promoting access to basic needs, and offering opportunities for education and rehabilitation.

Strengthen Child Protection Systems at Family Level

As a remedy to the challenge of child streetism, this study stresses the need to strengthen child protection systems at the family level. This is because, literature shows that the dominating grass root cause for the increasing number of children on the streets lies at the family level. These systems should seek to respond to allegations or suspicions of abuse, providing support and services to protect children, and holding those who have harmed them accountable. The primary goal of child protection is to ensure that all children are safe and free from harm or danger. By so doing, this will minimise the number of children coming on the street. This intervention has been tested and proved a success under the UNICEF child protection principles. According to UNICEF (2021), results are achieved in a progressive and gradual manner. 

Strengthening Community Engagement

Strengthen community engagement is also seen as a possible remedy to the challenge of child streetism in cities like Dodoma City. Strengthen community engagement will foster a supportive environment for these vulnerable children. This must include organizing regular sensitization campaigns to maintain awareness. This should include implementing community education campaigns that raise awareness about the plight of street children, the risks they face, and the role that community members can play in preventing children from ending up on the streets. In addition, encourage community participation in child protection efforts which should involve establishing Community Child Protection Committees that include local leaders, teachers, and parents to monitor, report, and act on cases of child vulnerability. These committees should work closely with law enforcement and social services.

Foster Public-Private Partnership 

Addressing the issue of child streetism need not to only be left to the city authorities, rather combined effort from both the public and private sector can be vital to this cause. Through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) from entities in the public and private sectors would be of help in funding shelters, vocational training centres, or scholarships for education. In addition, fostering partnerships with local and international NGOs would bring additional expertise, resources, and innovative approaches to the issue of street children.

In general, this study acknowledges the fact that, the issue of child streetism is context specific and hence remedies could vary from context to context. Nevertheless, the above explored remedies are generalized remedies that could be manipulated to fit different contexts so as to respond to the issue of child streetism and ease urban governance efforts in such cities. 

6.0 Conclusion, STUDY CONTRIBUTION and Future Research Direction. 
6.1 Conclusion
Drawn conclusion in this study stresses the fact that child streetism is a growing concern to urban governance in cities of developing countries. The phenomenon comes with varying implications on urban governance as revealed by the study that need not to be ignored. To this regard, desire and expectations of having cities that sustainable, inclusive and livable need to remain as the main focus for any city authority. By so doing, no room for entertaining child streetism which undermines these aspirations. 

Finally, this study has brought to the attention of policy makers possible remedies for adoption towards addressing child streetism in cities as presented above. It is anticipated that by implementing these strategies, consequential implications of child streetism on urban governance will be minimized.
6.2 STUDY CONTRIBUTION (S)

This study has contributed on three fronts. First, to knowledge generation whereby it has generated knowledge on implications of child streetism on urban governance. Second, the study has contributed to policy recommendations by providing possible remedies for addressing child streetism in cities. Finally, the study has added to literature on the subject matter of child streetism and its implication on urban governance. 
6.3 FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTION(S)
This study has evolved on exploring the implications of child streetism on urban governance. However, a further study on existing urban governance mechanisms for addressing child streetism could be explored. This will assist in demonstrating how prepared cities are to respond to the issue of child streetism.
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