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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]Multicultural education is not a task to be done or even an end goal to be accomplished. Instead, it is an approach to education that aims to include all learners, promote learning of other cultures, and teach healthy social skills in a multicultural setting. This study aimed to find out the effect of multicultural education as an approach for beginners with different ideologies and ethnicity. This study used the descriptive correlational design. This study surveyed the profile of the teachers, their assessment on the advantages and disadvantages and effects multicultural education. The correlational technique was employed to determine the relationship between the academic achievement of the learners and the profile of the teachers including the implementation process of multicultural education. The result and discussion will be obtained after carrying out the study.
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Problem and Its Background 
 
 	The practice of schools to be the conserver or preserver of culture and as an avenue for a man to prepare himself for a better future and assume greater responsibilities in the society, he lives to be insufficient. Today’s world is characterized by the invasion of modern technologies and schools have to do some modifications so as to continue to be aligned with the technological advancements. Improving and redesigning the curriculum, restructuring the competencies appropriate for each grade level, employing different strategies and methodologies in teaching, as well as reorienting teachers are just a few of the things to be taken into consideration so as to keep track of the different advancements in education. This advancement in education is the focus of the K to 12 Curriculum, both in public and private schools.    Schools nowadays are composed of learners with different cultures. Learners come from different places with differing ideologies. They may even be a mixture of different ethnicities. Learners with varied ethnicity and ideologies bring their cultural traditions to their class interactions which make teaching more complicated to the teacher. 
Multicultural education is not a task to be done or even an end goal to be accomplished. Instead, it is an approach to education that aims to include all learners, promote learning of other cultures, and teach healthy social skills in a multicultural setting. Multicultural classrooms are a melting pot of learning, rather than a passive, one-way flow of learning from teacher to learner, there is a brainstorming of ideas, stories, and experiences that enrich the educational experience in ways that are impossible in monocultural classes. 
 In the Philippine education setting, classrooms have become a mixture of different cultures. Thus, in the K to 12 Curriculum, Inclusive education has been emphasized.  In the DepEd’s mission, it says: “To protect and promote the right of every Filipino to quality, equitable, culture-based, and complete basic education”. 
 It was further stressed in RA10533 or the Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013, Sec. 2(c), to wit;Make education learner-oriented and responsive to the needs, cognitive and cultural capacity, the circumstances and diversity of learners, schools and communities through the appropriate languages of and learning, including mother tongue as a learning resource.” 
The Department of Education Undersecretary for Programs and Projects stated the following expectations for the school to achieve in the K to 12 program:  "At the end of  the 12 grade, they are supposed to develop learners who are integrative, who are savvy with information; have media and technology skills; effective communication and life career skills, produce all forms of texts (e.g. written, oral, visual, digital) based on solid grounding on Philippine experience and culture; an understanding of the self, community and the nation; competency in formulating ideas/arguments logically, scientifically and creatively; and clear appreciation of one’s responsibility as a citizen of a multicultural Philippines and a diverse world, systematically apply knowledge, understanding, theory and skills for the development of the self, local and global communities using prior learning, inquiry and experimentation; work comfortably with relevant technologies and develop adaptations and innovations for significant use in local and global communities; communicate with local and global communities with proficiency, orally, in writing and through new technologies of communication; and interact meaningfully in a social setting and contribute to the fulfillment of individual and shared goals, respecting the fundamental humanity of all persons and the diversity of groups and communities." 
Apayao is a province composing of different cultures.  The Ilokano, Isnag, Igorot, and Aeta cultures. Variations in culture of learners may be a factor in the effective delivery of instruction. It contributes to teachers’ efficiency in managing children and consequently, influencing the learning of the learners. Thus, this study wants to appraise the effectivity of multicultural education as an approach for beginning learners with different ideology and ethnicity.  
 
Statement of the Problem 
 
 
 This study aimed to find out the effect of multicultural education as an approach for beginners with different ideologies and ethnicity. Explicitly, it sought to answer the following questions: 
1. What is the profile of the teachers as regards to the following variables? 
a. Age 
b. Sex 
c. Civil Status 
d. Highest Educational Attainment 
e. Plantilla Position 
f. Number of Years in the Service 
g. Trainings Attended 
h. Ethnicity 
i. Language Spoken in and outside of the house 
j. Religious Affiliation 
k. Family Structure 
2. What are the advantages of multicultural education as an approach for beginning learners with different ideology and ethnicity as assessed by the teachers and learners? 
3. What are the disadvantages of multicultural education as an approach for beginning learners with different ideology and ethnicity as assessed by the teachers and learners? 
4. Is there a difference on the assessment of the teachers and learners on the advantages and disadvantages of multicultural education as an approach for beginners with different ideology and ethnicity? 
5. What is theeffect of multicultural education as an approach for beginners with different ideology and ethnicity? 
6. What is the General Weighted Average of the learners for the First and Second 
Quarters of School Year 2024-2025? 
 
 
7. Is there a relationship between the general weighted average of learners and the following dimensions? 
a. Profile of Teachers 
b. Advantages and Disadvantages of Multicultural Education 
c. Effects of Multicultural Education as an Approach in 
Teaching. 
 
Hypotheses 
 
This study hypothesized that –  
1. There is no difference on the assessment of the teachers and learners on the advantages and disadvantages of multicultural education as an approach for beginners with different ideology and ethnicity. 
2. There is no relationship between the general weighted average of learners and the following dimensions: 
a. Profile of Teachers 
b. Advantages and Disadvantages of Multicultural Education 
c. Effects of Multicultural Education as an Approach in Teaching 
 
 
Conceptual Framework 
 
 	 
This study is anchored on the theory of McNeil, Prater & Bush (2009) who argued that motivated teachers have greater success in terms of learner performance and learner outcomes. They underscored that school principals seeking to improve learner’s performance should focus on improving teachers’ best practices and attitudes by getting the relationship right between themselves, their teachers, learners and parents. Moreover, they mentioned that measuring teachers’ best practices and attitudes using these assessments to focus the school’s goals on learning is important for the process of improving the learner’s academic performance.  
 People in any healthy organization must have agreement on how to do things and what is worth doing. Staff stability and common goals permeate the school. Time is set aside for school wide recognition of all stakeholders. Common agreement on curricular and instructional components, as well as order and discipline, are established through consensus. Open and honest communication is encouraged and there is an abundance of humor and trust. 
The consideration of culture in the development of the K to 12 Curriculum has been further emphasized in the DepEd’s mission which says “To protect and promote the right of every Filipino to quality, equitable, culture-based, and complete basic education”.  Furthermore, RA10533, otherwise known asEnhanced Basic Education 
Act of 2013, Sec. 2(c), stressed; “Make education learner-oriented and responsive to the needs, cognitive and cultural capacity, the circumstances and diversity of learners, schools and communities through the appropriate languages of teaching and learning, including mother tongue as a learning resource.   
This study focuses on the effect of multicultural education as an approach for beginning learners with different ideology and ethnicity.  Schools in the Philippine setting has been a home for diverse learners coming from different cultures. These diverse cultures make teaching more challenging and learning more enjoyable because as it is always said, “there’s unity in diversity”.  Multicultural education is an approach to education that aims to include all learners from different cultures, promote learning of other cultures, and teach healthy social skills of learners in a multicultural setting. 
The conceptual model illustrates the preceding views.  It is graphically shown by Figure. This study views that the socio-demographic characteristics of the teachers as to age, sex, civil status, highest educational attainment and number of years in the service have great influence on the performance of the learners.  Theage as a variable shows their being active and aggressive in performing their duties and responsibilities.  As to sex, male teachers are more engaged in developing physical features of the school while female teachers are more interested in classroom setting.  The highest educational attainment of the teachers is in connection with their monthly income.  The higher the attainment, the higher possibility of promotion resulting to higher income, the more he or she can perform well in the educative process.  
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f. Number of Years in the Service 
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Figure 1. Conceptual Paradigm Showing 	the Relationship between the Independent and Dependent Variables of the Study 
 
 
Lastly, the assessed multicultural education perceived to have great effect on the performance of learners.  If the teacher gives his best in teaching using variety of strategies to variety of learners, then academic achievement takes place can be enhanced.  The learners’ performance is influenced by the quality of teachers’ best practices and attitudes. If the teacher is able to develop the best practices and attitude that are favorable and worthwhile in the delivery of teaching-learning process; teachers can facilitate learning at their best. As pointed out earlier, this capability of the teacher could lead and guide their learners to nurture cooperation and togetherness, acceptable behaviors among themselves, and enhanced learners’ academic achievement.  
 
Significance of the Study 
 
 	Every Filipino child has the right to education as mandated by the United 
Nation’s Rights of a Child”.  It is also embodied in the Education for All (EFA) goals led by UNESCO, aiming to meet the learning needs of all children, youths and adults.  The findings of this study will be very important in determining the effect of multiculture as an approach for beginning learners with different ideology and ethnicity.  Specifically, it will be of great value to the following: 
 Curriculum planners would have the insight on what needs to be restructured or rationalized and added to the curriculum in order to improve its implementation.  School Heads would adjust plans, programs and projects in order to better implement Inclusive Education. Teachers would be motivated to make modifications as to their instructional plans and projects to improve learners’ performance. 
Parents would realize that their children, whatever culture they belong, can be an advantage in the teaching-learning process and would make them more openhearted for the benefit of their children.  Moreover, this study would provide the 
Learner sinsights and be motivated to learn whatever be their culture.  The 
Community would be able to know their roles in the development of learners’ ability by understanding the diversity of their cultures.    
Lastly, this study would provide other Researchers a wider knowledge, inputs and understanding on multicultural education and would motivate them to conduct further studies. 
 
 
Scope and Delimitation 
 
 
This study focused on the assessment of the effectivity of multiculture as an approach for beginning learners with different ideologies and ethnicity.  It looked into the advantages and disadvantages of multiculture in the classroom.Data were limited to those which were gathered by a questionnaire which were responded to by the teachers and school heads. 
Data were limited to the profile of teachers which includes age, sex, civil status, highest educational attainment, Plantilla position, number of years in teaching, number of related training/seminars attended, ethnicity, language spoken in and outside the house, religious affiliation, and family structure.  
Data were gathered through a set of questionnaires and tabulated and analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical tools to include simple frequency count, percentage, and Pearson r. 
The study was conducted from December to March of School Year 2019-
2020. 
 
 
Definition of Terms 
 
 
 To better discern and understand this research study, the following terms are being defined based on the nature of this study: 
 Approach refers to the manner or way of dealing with learners in a multicultural classroom  
Basic education includes the formal schooling a learner gets from the time he/ she started entering school up to the time he/ she reached Grade 10. 
Educators refer to the teachers involved in the teaching-learning process. 
Ethnicity refers to the affiliation or membership to a certain tribe or ethnic group.  
Ideology is a pattern of thinking characteristic of a certain group of people or culture.   
Multiculture refers to the mixture of different cultures like ethnicity and ideology in one classroom. 
Learners’ performance refers to the academic performance of the learners as regards to their mental, physical, social, and emotional dimension. 
School Performance refers to the overall performance of the school based on the performance of the school head, the teachers and the learners in physical, social as well as in the in all aspects as to physical, social as well as curriculum implementation.  
 
 
 
Review of Related Literature and Studies 
 
 
Multicultural Education: Defined 
 
 
In an article published last September,2019, it defined culture as a broad term, and one that is not easily summed up. In her book Culture Learning: The Fifth 
Dimension on the Language Classroom, author Louise Damen defined culture as the 
“learned and shared human patterns or models for living; day-to-day living patterns [that] pervade all aspects of human social interaction. Culture is mankind’s primary adaptive mechanism.” Individuals from varied nationalities, ethnicities, and races all bring cultural traditions to their interactions, and it’s up to teachers to recognize, celebrate and share these different perspectives. The following graphic displays some of the many ways that culture affects learning, both inside and outside the classroom: 
Multicultural education is not a task to be done or even an end goal to be accomplished. Instead, it is an approach to education that aims to include all learners, promote learning of other cultures, and teach healthy social skills in a multicultural setting. “It is the present and future of education,” according to Shilpa Bhouraskar, who runs a business offering online courses to learners worldwide. “Multicultural classrooms are a melting pot of learning,” she says. “Rather than a passive, one-way flow of learning from teacher to student, there is a brainstorming of ideas, stories, and experiences that enrich the educational experience in ways that are impossible in monocultural classes.” 
Using different activities and games in multicultural classrooms is an excellent way to foster inclusivity and encourage learners to share their heritage. It’s also a beneficial way for teachers to involve learners in different styles of study to immerse them in their learning. Sharing about oneself within the confines of an activity is often much easier than being asked open-ended questions and put “on the spot.” These activities can then provide a safe space for dialogue and serve as an entryway into more in-depth interactions.  
In an article published last August 29,2013, multicultural education refers to any form of education or teaching that incorporates the histories, texts, values, beliefs, and perspectives of people from different cultural backgrounds. At the classroom level, for example, teachers may modify or incorporate lessons to reflect the cultural diversity of the learners in a particular class. In many cases, “culture” is defined in the broadest possible sense, encompassing race, ethnicity, nationality, language, religion, class, gender, sexual orientation, and “exceptionality”—a term applied to learners with 
specialized needs or disabilities. 
Generally speaking, multicultural education is predicated on the principle of educational equity for all learners, regardless of culture, and it strives to remove barriers to educational opportunities and success for learners from different cultural backgrounds. In practice, educators may modify or eliminate educational policies, programs, materials, lessons, and instructional practices that are either discriminatory toward or insufficiently inclusive of diverse cultural perspectives. Multicultural education also assumes that the ways in which learners learn and think are deeply influenced by their cultural identity and heritage, and that to teach culturally diverse learners effectively requires educational approaches that value and recognize their cultural backgrounds. In this way, multicultural education aims to improve the learning and success of all learners, particularly learners from cultural groups that have been historically underrepresented or that suffer from lower educational achievement and attainment. 
Instructionally, multicultural education may entail the use of texts, materials, references, and historical examples that are understandable to learners from different cultural backgrounds or that reflect their particular cultural experience—such as teaching learners about historical figures who were female, disabled, or gay (a less common practice in past decades). Since schools in the United States have traditionally used texts, learning materials, and cultural examples that commonly—or even exclusively—reflect an American or Eurocentric point of view, other cultural perspectives are often absent. Consequently, some learners—such as recently arrived immigrants or learners of color, for example—may be placed at an educational disadvantage due to cultural or linguistic obstacles that have been overlooked or ignored. 
The following are a few representative ways in which multicultural education may play out in schools: 
· Learning content: Texts and learning materials may include multiple cultural perspectives and references. For example, a lesson on colonialism in North 
America might address different cultural perspectives, such as those of the European settlers, indigenous Americans, and African slaves. 
· Student cultures: Teachers and other educators may learn about the cultural backgrounds of learners in a school, and then intentionally incorporate learning experiences and content relevant to their personal cultural perspectives and heritage. Learners may also be encouraged to learn about the cultural backgrounds of other learners in a class, and learners from different cultures may be given opportunities to discuss and share their cultural experiences.  
· Critical analysis: Educators may intentionally scrutinize learning materials to identify potentially prejudicial or biased material. Both educators and learners might analyze their own cultural assumptions, and then discuss how learning materials, teaching practices, or schools’ policies reflect cultural bias, and how they could be changed to eliminate bias.  
· Resource allocation: Multicultural education is generally predicated on the principle of equity—i.e., that the allocation and distribution of educational resources, programs, and learning experiences should be based on need and fairness, rather than strict equality. For example, learners who are not proficient in the English language may learn in bilingual settings and read bilingual texts, and they may receive comparatively more instructional support than their English-speaking peers so that they do not fall behind academically or drop out of school due to language limitations. 
The following are few representative ways in which multicultural education may intersect with efforts to improve schools: 
· Curriculum design: In teaching materials and learning experiences, the backgrounds and perspectives of previously excluded subcultures are increasingly being represented in school curriculum. In addition, learning standards—brief descriptions of what learners are expected to learn and be able to do at particular ages and grade levels—are evolving to reflect greater cultural diversity (for example, the Common Core State Standards intentionally consider the educational experiences of English-language learners and learners with special needs). In addition, there are now educational programs, such as ethnic and gender studies, that focus on specific cultural groups, and school learning experiences and social-justice programs may also encourage learners to investigate and address cultural bias in their school or community. 
· Student instruction: The way that educators teach is also changing to accommodate increasing diversity in public schools. For example, learners with moderate disabilities and learners who are not proficient in English are increasingly being moved into regular classes (rather than being taught in separate classes), where they may receive specialized assistance, but where they learn the same material as their peers. In the classroom, teachers may also employ “culturally responsive” instructional strategies (such as those described above) that reflect the cultural identity of individual learners.  
· Learning assessment: Proponents of multicultural education tend to argue that 
“one-size-fits-all” approaches to assessingstudent learning could disadvantage learners from different cultural backgrounds—e.g., when learners are not fluent in the language used on a test, when assessment questions are phrased in a way that could be misinterpreted by learners (because the learners are unfamiliar with American slang, customs, or cultural references), or when a testing situation does not make sufficient accommodations for learners with disabilities. One alternative to standardized tests, for example, is to measure student learning progress using a wider variety of assessment options, such as teacher-created tests, oral presentations, and various demonstrations of learning that give learners more opportunities to show what they have learned. Generally speaking, proponents of multicultural education tend to advocate that learners from different cultural backgrounds should be held to the same highexpectations as other learners, but that schools should adopt more flexible and inclusive ways of teaching them and measuring what they have learned. For related discussions, see test accommodations, test bias, and stereotype 
threat.  
· Teacher education:Multicultural education has also affected the preparation of teachers. Beginning in the 1980s, accrediting organizations and state departments of education started requiring teacher-education programs to include multicultural coursework and training. States such as California, Florida, and Massachusetts undertook ambitious efforts to train teachers in multicultural education and English as a second language.  
· School staffing: Districts and schools are also being more intentional or proactive about hiring educators of color from diverse cultural backgrounds. Legislative and legal issues:The rise of multicultural education has also coincided with a number of legislative and court actions. Laws such as the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, the Equal Educational Opportunity Act of 1974, and the Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1974, among many others, increased the visibility of multicultural education and led to the widespread adoption of more multicultural approaches to education in American public schools. Federal, state, and district policies, in addition to major legal decisions related to desegregation (Brown v. Board of Education, 1954), the education of bilingual learners (Lau v. Nichols, 1974), and fairness in school finance (San Antonio v. Rodriguez, 1973), for example, have also had a major effect on multicultural education in schools. 
According to Mary Firestone (2019), multicultural education is an educational philosophy that focuses on celebrating cultural differences while also recognizing the importance of challenging all forms of discrimination based on race, gender, age, religion, ability or sexual orientation.  
In an article by Mary Firestone (2019), Dr. James A. Bank, educator and author of over 20 books on multicultural education, has identified four approaches that teachers can use for integrating multiculturalism into their curriculum.  
 
Social Action 
 
The social action approach uses the concepts from the transformation curriculum and takes it a step further, where learners take action for social change. After acquiring the necessary knowledge about something in their community that needs change, learners get involved in activities that may effect that change, such as writing letters to senators or taking the time to reach out and befriend learners of different races or ethnic backgrounds.  
According to Ali and Ancisa (2013),contemporary multicultural education has evolved and grown through an initial phase that was influenced by the civil rights movement and involved integrating content about African Americans in the curriculum to an emphasis on multiethnic content and to recent emphases on the interactions between ethnicity, gender, and class as foundations for theory, research, and practice. Christine Sleeter's and Carl Grant's (1987, 2003) widely cited model identifies five major approaches to multicultural education: (a) education for the exceptional and culturally different, (b) human relations approaches, (c) single-group studies, (d) multicultural education, and (e) multicultural and social reconstructionist education.  
The exceptional and culturally different approach seeks to help individuals from disadvantaged groups develop skills that support achievement and assimilation within mainstream American schools and society. This approach, which focuses on the needs of learners with disabilities as well as culturally diverse learners, is based on the human capital theory and assumes that education is an investment that allows individuals to gain skills for successful employment and that certain groups have not achieved because their home and cultural environments are different from mainstream American environments (Sleeter& Grant, 2003). Emphasis is placed on "building bridges between cultures to facilitate individual achievement and social mobility, rather than combating unequal distribution of goods and power among racial groups" (Sleeter& Grant, 1987, p. 423). A major goal involves changing persons to fit mainstream America rather than changing mainstream America to accommodate the needs and preferences of diverse groups. Most teachers using this approach typically maintain high expectations for learners and believe that the traditional curriculum is useful for all learners but must be adapted to the needs of various learners (Sleeter, 
1999). This approach has progressed over time from viewing culturally diverse learners as culturally deprived to culturally different to, more recently, "at risk" (Banks, 1995).The phrase equity pedagogy refers to teaching methods that support the achievement of learners from diverse backgrounds (Banks, 1995). Strategies include making the curriculum personally relevant for learners by building on the strengths of learners, teaching content in learners' native languages, identifying and filling gaps in knowledge, matching teaching styles to learners' cultural preferences (e.g., cooperative learning with high degrees of interpersonal interaction), and using immediate positive reinforcement of small, successive accomplishments 
In another article (2014), it states that an additional aspect to a perfect education system would be the use of multicultural education in schools. Multicultural education creates a comfortable environment for learners of all races and ethnicities to learn in by combining a variety of ideals about teaching. According to Geneva Gay, the creator of multicultural education, one of these ideals is understanding the cultural characteristics and cultural contributions of different ethnic groups, such as the values of different ethnic groups, along with their traditions and communication styles (107). It is important to know all of these traits in order to know how to successfully teach all of the learners in the class, regardless of class, ethnicity, or gender. First and foremost, in a multicultural classroom, the teacher must truly care for all of the learners and want them to succeed (Gay 109). Learners need to know that someone believes in them and, sometimes, their teacher is the only person that really does. If a teacher has no faith in a student and gives up on them, then the student will most likely not believe in himself or herself either.  
According to E.K. Garcia (2019), the goals of multicultural education include:  Creating a safe, accepting and successful learning environment for all   Increasing awareness of global issues 
·        Strengthening cultural consciousness 
·        Strengthening intercultural awareness 
·        Teaching learners that there are multiple historical perspectives 
·        Encouraging critical thinking 
·        Preventing prejudice and discrimination 
 
Advantages of Multicultural Education 
 
 According to the National Association for Multicultural Education (NAME), multicultural education: 
· Helps learners develop positive self-image. 
· Offers learners an equitable educational opportunity. 
· Allows multiple perspectives and ways of thinking. 
· Combats stereotypes and prejudicial behavior. 
· Teaches learners to critique society in the interest of social justice. 
 
Road Blocks to Implementing Multicultural Education 
 
 Contrary to popular belief, multicultural education is more than cultural awareness, but rather an initiative to encompass all under-represented groups (people of color, women, people with disabilities, etc) and to ensure curriculum and content including such groups is accurate and complete.   
 Unfortunately, multicultural education is not as easy as a yearly heritage celebration or supplemental unit here and there. Rather, it requires schools to reform traditional curriculum. Too often, learners are misinformed and misguided. Not all textbooks present historical content fully and accurately. For instance, Christopher Columbus is celebrated as the American hero who discovered America. This take on history completely ignores the pre-European history of Native Americans and the devastation that colonization had on them. Some history books are being revised, but often, it’s much easier to teach that “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.”  
 Most curriculums also focus more on North America and Europe than any other region. Most learners have learned about genocide through stories of the Holocaust, but do they know that hundreds of thousands of people are being killed in places like Darfur and Rwanda? Despite our close proximity to Latin America, American schools typically spend little time reading Latin American literature or learning about the culture and history?  
 Thus, multicultural education is most successful when implemented as a schoolwide approach with reconstruction of not only curriculum, but also 
organizational and institutional policy.Unfortunately, most educational institutions are not prepared to implement multicultural education in their classrooms. Multicultural education requires a staff that is not only diverse, but also culturally competent. Educators must be aware, responsive and embracing of the diverse beliefs, perspectives and experiences. They must also be willing and ready to address issues of controversy.  These issues include, but are not limited to, racism, sexism, religious intolerance, classism, ageism, etc.  
According to McIntyre, Heidi (2019), creating a multicultural environment in the classroom is an important step in the teaching profession. Now, more than ever, teachers and educators need to be attentive to the benefits of creating an environment that is advantageous for diverse learners. Learners who receive the benefits of a good, multicultural classroom environment are more likely to excel in school. Furthermore, teachers who incorporate a multicultural environment in the classroom are more tolerant to the needs of their learners. This creates a reciprocal understanding between teachers and learners which in turn creates a positive learning environment. 
Creating a multicultural environment in the classroom is more than just pretty pictures and bulletin boards. A teacher must be genuine and non-judgmental when dealing with learners. Today's classroom is a melting pot of many different ethnicities. Whatever the circumstance, a teacher should respect the children for who they are and be open to their thoughts and concerns. Teachers also need to discover why learners do what they do. The reason may be cultural instead of behavioral. 
Today's classroom is a mix of many different languages. Teachers should try to research each student's native language. By teaming with an ESL teacher, general education teachers could learn a great deal about a student's language and second language acquisition. Knowing and researching a student's native language will not only help teachers understand common English language errors, but it could also give them insight about culture and behavior. Teachers could build word walls (common English vocabulary words regarding a particular subject) in both English and each student's native language. This would create a plethora of languages present in print in the classroom. Learners would feel more comfortable and familiar and in tune with their environment, and learning would come more naturally. 
Perhaps the best way to create a multicultural environment in the classroom is to simply celebrate differences amongst learners. There are many ways in which teachers can accomplish this. Food fairs are a great way to celebrate cultural heritage. Once a month learner could make a dish that highlights their culture and explain why the dish is important. Each student could taste and learn about authentic foods. 
Another way to celebrate differences is to create a gallery walk in which learners are given a poster board and markers. Each student (or pair) could create a poster that highlights their culture. The teacher would then hang each poster around the classroom. Student would walk around to each poster and write a question about each student's poster (question about his or her culture). Questions about culture or homeland would be answered by the student who made the poster. Therefore, learners would have an understanding about each other's cultures. Moreover, this is a fast way for teachers to gain understanding about his or her learners. 
According to Chung (2018), education is an important context of socialization in children and a place in which they are first exposed to peers from diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds. Many schools have begun to teach learners about multiculturalism in an effort to normalize diversity. The present mixed-methods study sought to assess how multicultural education differs amongst different socioeconomic school districts. The goal was to determine how education could be improved as a result of these efforts. The results of the study point to multicultural education being highly beneficial for learners across all ages and grades.  
As concluded in his study, Chung (2018), multicultural instructional methods clearly have a beneficial effect in a classroom, without exception. Regardless of the academic context and the specific school district, learners in all districts can derive specific benefits resulting from this type of instruction. The obvious advantage of using these instructional methods is that learners learn some basic information about diverse cultures and how groups of individuals differ from one another on the basis of culture, race, or both. This aspect benefits children living in wealthier areas, in which learners may be isolated from learning about and/or accepting these differences. This type of knowledge will expose them to a crucial fact that they may encounter at some point in the future.  By engaging in multicultural education, learners also begin to accept their own cultures, which helps to enhance self-knowledge and selfdevelopment. Inorder to understand oneself better, one needs to understand others as well as the cultural environment in which one lives. By equipping children with cultural knowledge, teachers are able to establish a solid foundation for the process of self-discovery and self-development. Learning about others and the ways in which their backgrounds are different forces children to look within, in order to also assess their unique cultural traits and characteristics. Self-exploration has the benefits of assisting human beings in the comprehension of their role in one’s personal reality and environment. This, in turn, facilitates the process of self-acceptance, as children are able to grasp their racial, cultural, and ethnic identities, and fully embrace their cultural background.  Overall, a greater degree of multicultural education has longreaching consequences and implications due to learners retaining this knowledge and using it as the basis for changing their conduct in the future, eventually into adulthood. 
In the future, multicultural educational efforts should be further assessed, in order to determine the best possible method of harnessing a student’s potential at maximizing the educational benefits at the primary school level. This particular level serves as the foundation of education that a child goes through, and as such, influences how that child will perceive the academic world. It is important to assess how these efforts can also create more uniformity in a curriculum, so that learners can leave primary schools with a similar level and quality of knowledge.   
According to Cumming-McCann, A (2003), the primary goal of multicultural education is not merely to promote human relations, to help learners feel good about themselves, or to preserve learners' native languages and cultures. While these outcomes may be by-products, the primary goal of multicultural education is to promote the education and achievement of all learners, particularly those who are traditionally dismissed and underserved in our education system (see box below). Sonia Nieto (1996) defines multicultural education as antiracist basic education for all learners that permeates all areas of schooling, characterized by a commitment to social justice and critical approaches to learning. Furthermore, multicultural education challenges and rejects racism and other forms of discrimination in schools and society. It accepts and affirms differences in race, ethnicity, religion, language, economics, sexual orientation, gender, and other differences that learners, communities, and teachers encompass. It should permeate the curriculum and instructional strategies used in schools, as well as interactions among teachers, learners, and families in school and outside of it (Nieto, 1999).   
 
Multicultural Education 
 
· Analyzes ways in which schools and the education system as institutions in our society work to maintain and perpetuate racism (Banks, 1997) 
· Examines the history and underlying causes of racism, sexism, and other forms of institutional oppression (Banks, 1997) 
· Encourages academic excellence (Nieto, 1999) 
· Is for all learners, not just learners of color (Nieto, 1996) 
· Requires the authentic examination of white privilege and the legacy of white dominance (McIntosh, 1989; Howard, 1999) 
· Teaches how racism hurts not only people of color but also whites, and how it keeps us from being allies (Howard, 1999) 
· Demonstrates how people have worked together in history to fight against all forms of oppression (Howard, 1999) 
· Teaches about the shared aspects of racism and other forms of oppression (Gorski, 2002) 
· Helps learners, families, teachers, and administrators understand and relate to the histories, cultures, and languages of people different from themselves (Sleeter& Grant, 1994) 
· Provides opportunities to envision a better world: a just and fair society with equitable opportunities for all  
· Inspires and empowers us to work to make those visions come true. 
The implementation of multicultural education varies greatly. James Banks 
(1997, 1998), a leader in the field of multicultural education, developed a model to explore and define different approaches to the integration of multicultural content into the curriculum. The model includes four approaches to content integration from easiest to implement and least likely to lead to the goals of multicultural education, to most challenging, and offeringthe most potential. 
 
The Contributions Approach 
 
Commonly referred to as the heroes and holidays approach, this first level of content integration is probably the most frequently utilized form of multicultural education. It is characterized by the addition of ethnic heroes into the existing curriculum by using criteria similar to those used to select mainstream heroes. The curriculum remains essentially unchanged in terms of its basic structure, goals, and main ideas. Ethnic content may be limited to special days, weeks, months, or events.  
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, Black History Month, Women's History Month, and Cinco De Mayo are examples of events celebrated in schools that use this approach. Teachers might involve learners in lessons or experiences related to the event, but little attention is given to the ethnic groups either before or after the event, nor is the cultural significance or history of the event explored in any depth.  
The contributions approach gains its popularity from the fact that it is the easiest approach to use. It requires no alterations to the existing curriculum, and can give the illusion that diversity is being celebrated. The approach, however, has many limitations. Perhaps most significant is that it does not give learners the opportunity to see the critical role of ethnic groups in US society. Rather, the individuals and celebrations are seen as an addition or appendage that is virtually unimportant to the core subject areas. Furthermore, teaching about heroes and holidays does not ensure any discussion of oppression, social inequity, and struggles with racism and poverty. In this approach, the heroes that are represented tend to reinforce the American bootstrap myth: "If you work hard enough you can make it." The implications are that if you don't "make it" you must not be trying hard enough. Individuals are taken out of a cultural context and viewed from a dominant perspective.  
This approach can potentially - yet inadvertently - lead to the reinforcement and perpetuation of stereotypes by presenting a superficial and trivial understanding of ethniccultures.  
 
 
The Additive Approach 
 
The second level of content integration is the additive approach, sometimes called the ethnic additive approach. Much like the heroes and holidays approach, this one allows the teacher to put content into the curriculum without restructuring it. It takes little time, effort, planning, or training. For example, when teaching a unit about 
"the Westward Movement," a teacher might decide to include a section on the Crow Indians. The unit remains from the dominant perspective because it is focusing on the movement of European Americans from the East to the West of the United States, rather than considering that the Crow Indians were already in the West, and they were not moving.  
The additive approach is often the first phase of curriculum restructuring yet, in itself, it poses many of the same problems as the contributions approach. Material is studied from the perspective of mainstream historians and the events, concepts, ideas, and issues are presented from a dominant perspective. Like the first level, this approach seems to defy many of the basic tenets of multicultural education. Individuals or groups of people from marginalized groups in society are included in the curriculum, yet racial and cultural inequities or oppression are not necessarily addressed.  
 
The Transformative Approach 
 
The transformative approach differs fundamentally from the first two. It enables learners to see concepts from several cultural and ethnic perspectives. It requires the infusion of perspectives, frames of reference, and ideas that will expand learners' understanding of an idea. In the transformative approach, a teacher might introduce a unit on emigration by studying the "Eastward Movement" of Asian 
Americans, the "Westward Movement" of the European Americans, the "Southern Encroachment" of European Americans, and the impact these movement patterns had on those people already lived on this land. 
The challenge of this approach is that it requires a complete transformation of the curriculum and, in some cases, a conscious effort on the part of the teacher to deconstruct what they have been taught to think, believe, and teach. For example, growing up in the United States or Canada, most of us, regardless of our race or ethnicity, have learned that white, European men made the history, and, on occasion, others helped out. When taught about people of color, more often than not, it has been from a dominant perspective.  
To embrace the transformative approach, teachers must be willing to deconstruct their own existing knowledge, explore alternative perspectives critically, research and include voices and ideas other than those traditionally presented to us, and address their own roles in perpetuating racism and oppression.  
 
The Decision Making and Social Action Approach 
 
 
The fourth and final approach to the integration of content into the curriculum includes all of the elements of the transformative approach but adds components that require learners to make decisions and to take action related to the concept, issue, or problem they have studied. This approach requires that learners not only explore and understand the dynamics of oppression, but also commit to making decisions and changing the system through social action. For example, in a decision making and social action approach curriculum, learners develop and implement strategies to eradicate racism, sexism, or any other form of oppression in their schools, work environments, and personal lives. Learners working at this level of infusion might explore how racism, stereotypes, and detrimental policies are still manifested in our society and in their environments by using self-reports, interviews, and other data to provide multiple perspectives on the topic. Then they could analyze their own values and beliefs, apply their new knowledge, identify alternative courses of action and decide what, if any, actions they will take to address these issues in their school, workplace, or community. The major goal of this approach is to teach learners thinking and decision-making skills, to empower them, and help them acquire a sense of political awareness and efficacy.  
While the decision making and social action approach is perhaps the most challenging approach to curricular infusion, it is the most commonly ascribed to by the leaders in the field (e.g., Nieto, 1996; Sleeter, 1996). If the primary goal of multicultural education is transformation, it will happen only when learners are given the opportunity to participate in an equitable education, when they are informed about existing inequities, and when they are empowered to make decisions to change our society. Finally, it is unrealistic to expect teachers to move directly from a dominant perspective curriculum to one that focuses on decision making and social action. Rather, it is more reasonable to see teachers blending their approaches and using the contributions approach as a starting place from which to move gradually to the more challenging approaches.   
Implementing multicultural education effectively can take time, energy, and a great deal of work. But imagine, for a moment, the potential: Learners seeing themselves in the curriculum, their voices being heard and valued in the classroom. Learners feeling a part of the educational process, learning and obtaining the high expectations that are set for them, and beginning to believe that they belong. Imagine learners feeling informed, competent, and able to make decisions that have an impact on their lives, their children, and generations to come. Multicultural education holds the power to transform, it provides hope at a time when the future is unclear, and, perhaps most importantly, it provides an opportunity for us to imagine the world as a fair, equitable, and just place in which to live and work.   
As the world seems to be getting smaller and smaller with the widespread use of technology, the importance of multicultural education in K-12 classrooms grows exponentially. Learners who have access via the Internet to international gaming, shopping and social media sites need an even better understanding of the similarities and differences between their own cultures and those of the world around them. Likewise, the ever-present reality of conflicts between nations reinforces the importance of multicultural education as the need for people of varying backgrounds to have a better understanding of one another has international implications for future generations. 
According to Gaylt, G. (2004), curriculums infused with multicultural education boost academic success and prepare learners for roles as productive citizens. Multiculturalism is taking on new dimensions of complexity and practicality as demographics, social conditions, and political circumstances change. Domestic diversity and unprecedented immigration have created a vibrant mixture of cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and experiential plurality. Accomplishing this end is becoming increasingly important as the 21st century unfolds. People coming from Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, Eastern Europe, and Africa differ greatly from earlier generations of immigrants who came primarily from western and northern Europe. These unfamiliar groups, cultures, traditions, and languages can produce anxieties, hostilities, prejudices, and racist behaviors among those who do not understand the newcomers or who perceive them as threats to their safety and security. These issues have profound implications for developing instructional programs and practices at all levels of education that respond positively and constructively to diversity.  
Culture is a broad term, and one that is not easily summed up. In her book 
Culture Learning: The Fifth Dimension on the Language Classroom, author Louise Damen defined culture as the “learned and shared human patterns or models for living; day-to-day living patterns [that] pervade all aspects of human social interaction. 
Culture is mankind’s primary adaptive mechanism.” Individuals from varied nationalities, ethnicities, and races all bring cultural traditions to their interactions, and it is up to teachers to recognize, celebrate and share these different perspectives. 
   

 

 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
 
Research Design 
 
 	 
This study used the descriptive correlational design. This study surveyed the profile of the teachers, their assessment on the advantages and disadvantages and effects multicultural education.  In addition, the academic performance of the learners was described.   
The correlational technique was employed to determine the relationship between the academic achievement of the learners and the profile of the teachers including the implementation process of multicultural education. 
 
 
Locale of the Study 
 
 
This study was conducted in all the elementary schools of Luna District in the Division of Apayao for the school year 2024-2025.  The 16 schools included in this study were as follows: Bacsay Elementary School, Calabigan Elementary School, Calayucay Elementary School, Dagupan Elementary School, Luna Central School, Luyon Elementary School, Catammoyoan Elementary School, Palungcada Elementary 
School, Quirino Elementary School, Salvacion Elementary School, San Francisco Elementary School, San Isidro Norte Elementary School, San Isidro Sur Elementary 
School, San Jose Elementary School, Santa Lina Elementary School and Tumog 
Elementary School. 
 
 
Respondents and Sampling Procedure 
 
 
The population and respondents of the study were the teachers and learners of all the elementary schools of Luna District, Division of Apayao.  
Total enumeration of the teachers was applied in order to come up with a clearer view of the study.  On the part of the learners, 5 of them were randomly selected per teacher to evaluate the assessment of the teachers. 
 
 
Research Instrument 
 
 
In gathering the  data needed in this study, a researcher-made questionnaire was used.  It was consisted of 2 sets, one for the teachers and the other for the learners. 
The questionnaire for the teachers were divided into 4 parts, to include: 
Part 1 is the profile of variables, 
Parts 2 and 3 is the assessment on the advantages, disadvantages and effects of integrating multicultural education in the delivery of instruction, 
And Part 4 presents the general weighted averages of the learners which will be taken using the Documentary Analysis. 
The questionnaire for the learners was consisted only of the statements about the advantages, disadvantages and effects of integrating multicultural education in the delivery of instruction.  
 
 
Data Gathering Procedure 
 
 
In gathering the data needed, the researcher sought permission from the 
Schools Division Superintendent in the Division of Apayao with the endorsement of 
School Head of this researcher.  Permission letters to the District Head and School Heads of the different elementary schools was made.  During the school visit, the researcher personally floated the questionnaire in order to give some explanation about the purpose of the study.  With the help of the school head, the questionnaires were given to the teachers. 
Answered questionnaires were collected on the same day of the visit to ensure 
100% recovery.   
 
 
Statistical Treatment of Data 
 
 
The statistical tools used in this study were the descriptive and inferential statistical tools.  To decipher the profile of the teachers, the simple frequency counts and percentages were used. 
For the statements regarding the advantages, disadvantages and effects of integrating multicultural education in the delivery of instruction statements, the mean responses were interpreted by using the following: 
 	 	 	 	 	4.20 – 5.00  Always 
 	 	 	 	 	3.40 – 4.19  Often 
 	 	 	 	 	2.60 – 3.39  Sometimes 
 	 	 	 	 	1.80 – 2.59  Seldom 
 	 	 	 	 	1.00 – 1.79  Never 
Finally, the Pearson Product Moment Coefficient of Correlation (Pearson r) was used in finding the result of the research hypotheses. 
Conclusion
The result and discussion will be presented after carrying out the study.
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Appendix

LETTER TO CONDUCT A STUDY QUESTIONNAIRE FOR TEACHERS 
 
 
My FellowTeachers, 
 
The undersigned would like to request your indulgence to answer the following research question. Please answer each item very carefully and honestly. Rest assured that your answers would be treated with utmost confidentiality.   
Thank you very much and God bless! 
 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	FRANCES ROSE B. CAPALES  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Researcher  Part I. Teacher’s Profile 
 
Name:(Optional )________________________________ 
 
Age: _____ years old  	 
 
Sex: ____  
 
Civil Status: _________________ 
 
Highest Educational Attainment: _________________ 
 
Plantilla Position: _________________ 
 
Number of Years in Teaching: _________________ 
 
Seminars/Trainings Attended (please enumerate):  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


Ethnicity: _________________ 
Language Spoken: _________________ 
Religious Affiliation: _________________ 
Family Structure: _________________ 
 
Part II. Advantages/disadvantages of Multicultural Education 
 
 	Below are advantages and disadvantages of multicultural education as an approach integrated in the delivery of instruction.  Check the cell that corresponds to your assessment by following the 5-point Likert Scale below: 
 
	5 – Always 	4 – Often 	3 – Sometimes 2 – Seldom 	1 - Never 
 
	Advantages 
	5 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	1. Cultural diversity in the classroom is visible.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2. Specific multicultural aspects in the delivery of instruction is integrated.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3. There is a change or alteration in the classroom situation.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4. Classroom instruction is successful with the use of multicultural education 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. Least mastered competencies are enhanced. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6. There positive effects in thelearners as a result of the integration 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Disadvantages 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1. Implementing multicultural education effectively can take time, energy, and a great deal of work. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2. Use of localized and indigenizedIms is very expensive. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3. Learners are do not feel that they belong. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4. Teachers are hard up in the integration process. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. Discrimination among learners is being observed. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
 
Part III.  Effect of Multicultural Education 
 
Below is a list of statements which deal with the of multicultural education in your classroom. Rate the frequency by which you employ them in your classroom, each according to your perception following the scale below. 
 
	5 – Always 4 – Often 	3 – Sometimes 2 – Seldom 	1 - Never 
 
	Statement 
	5 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	1. Cultural diversity is being observed in the classroom. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2. Learners feel that they belong to the class even if they come from different ethnicity and 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ideology. 
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Differentiated instruction is applied. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4. Learners will possess multiple intelligences. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. The needs of the learners are given attention. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6. There is a brainstorming of ideas, stories, and experiences that enrich the educational experience in my multicultural classroom. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7. Learners are informed regarding equal treatment. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8. Learners become competent and able to make decisions that have an impact on their lives. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9. Learners always feel good about themselves by preserving their native languages and cultures. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
Part IV.General Weighted Average of Learners  First Quarter- __________ Second Quarter - __________ 
 








QUESTIONNAIRE FOR LEARNERS 
 
Advantages/disadvantages of Multicultural Education 
 
 	Below are advantages and disadvantages of multicultural education as an approach integrated in the delivery of instruction.  Check the cell that corresponds to your assessment by following the 5-point Likert Scale below: 
 
	6 – Always 	4 – Often 	3 – Sometimes 2 – Seldom 	1 - Never 

 
	Advantages 
	5 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	1. Cultural diversity in the classroom is visible.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2. Specific multicultural aspects in the delivery of instruction is integrated.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3. There is a change or alteration in the classroom situation.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4. Classroom instruction is successful with the use of multicultural education 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. Least mastered competencies are enhanced. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6. There positive effects in the learners as a result of the integration 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Disadvantages 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1. Implementing multicultural education effectively can take time, energy, and a great deal of work. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2. Use of localized and indeginizedIms is very expensive. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3. Learners are do not feel that they belong. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4. Teachers are hard up in the integration process. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. Discrimination among learners is being observed. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
 
 



