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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The significance of financial management proficiency in enhancing the performance of SMEs in Mbarara City, Uganda, is emphasised in this paper. It sheds light on financial difficulties and highlights how important strategic planning and budgeting are to the success of businesses. The results add to the body of knowledge on SME sustainability and provide useful suggestions for business owners and legislators.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Although the title is obvious and pertinent, it could be shorter to make it easier to read. Here are a few more ideas:
"Financial Management Competence and SME Performance: Insights from Mbarara City, Uganda"



	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Give a brief explanation of why this topic in Mbarara City is not well covered by current studies.
· Two alternative versions of the phrase "but other factors may also play a role" are used. For the sake of conciseness, you may combine these assertions.
· A more succinct version of the statement "This correlation suggests that while there is a positive relationship... but the strength of this relationship is modest" would be appropriate.
· To emphasise the study's contribution to practice or policy, the statement "The originality of this study lies in its focus on Mbarara City..." might be extended.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript would benefit from further details regarding the sample's representativeness of the broader population and whether the sample size is sufficient to identify effects. Even though there is a statistically significant positive correlation between financial management competence and SME performance, more research is necessary to determine why this relationship is so weak and whether performance is influenced by other factors like market conditions or managerial experience. A better grasp of the findings' accuracy and strength would also be possible with the inclusion of additional statistical information, such as effect sizes or confidence intervals.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	You can think about including citations on:

Current research on financial management in developing-nation SMEs, with an emphasis on Uganda or comparable settings.
Research on the Resource-Based View (RBV) Theory and how it affects the performance of SMEs.
studies on how the performance of SMEs is affected by external influences, managerial experience, and market conditions.
developments in methodology, such as new models or data analysis tools, for studying the financial performance of SMEs.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Certain phrases could be made more precise. For example, “it is recommended that SME owners invest in strengthening their financial management skills to enhance business performance” could be slightly adjusted for better impact, such as, “It is recommended that SME owners focus on improving their financial management competencies to enhance overall business performance.”
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

NO
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