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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This document holds great significance for the scientific community as it tackles a crucial void in comprehending the impact of financial management skills on improving the performance of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) in developing economies, especially in Mbarara City, Uganda. 
Utilizing a quantitative methodology based on the Resource-Based View (RBV) theory, the research presents empirical evidence of a positive, though moderate, correlation between financial management abilities and the performance of SMEs. 
The results highlight the need for focused financial literacy programs and policy changes to enhance the sustainability and profitability of SMEs, providing important guidance for policymakers, entrepreneurs, and development agencies. 
Moreover, the research's emphasis on a particular geographic area adds to the wider conversation on financial management strategies in emerging markets, prompting additional studies in comparable environments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article, "Driving Financial Success: Exploring the Role of Financial Management Competence in Enhancing SME Performance in Mbarara City, Uganda," is generally suitable as it clearly reflects the study's focus on financial management competence and its impact on SME performance in a specific geographic context (Mbarara City, Uganda).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	"Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) are vital to Uganda's economy, yet many fail early due to poor financial management, especially in Mbarara City, where issues like limited credit access, poor record-keeping, and cash flow mismanagement persist. This study examined the impact of financial management competence on SME performance in Mbarara City, using the Resource-Based View (RBV) Theory. A quantitative approach with correlational and descriptive designs was employed, involving 172 SME owners. Data from structured questionnaires were analyzed using SPSS version 28. Results showed a weak but positive correlation between financial management competence and SME performance (r = 0.377, p < 0.01). Regression analysis confirmed that financial management competence significantly improves SME performance (t = 5.083, p = 0.000). The study recommends enhancing SME owners' financial management skills through targeted training to boost performance and reduce closures. Its focus on Mbarara City offers unique insights into financial management's role in Uganda's SMEs, highlighting the need for financial literacy programs to support business sustainability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	In general, the manuscript is scientifically robust and offers important perspectives on how financial management skills improve SME performance in Mbarara City, Uganda. Nonetheless, there are aspects where the research could be enhanced, especially regarding causation, external influences, and the applicability of the results. By tackling these shortcomings and offering more comprehensive policy suggestions, the research could enhance its impact on the literature regarding SME financial management.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Although the references are mostly adequate and current, including additional specific research on digital transformation, gender disparities, the effects of COVID-19, and long-term financial management could enhance the overall comprehension of the subject. 

more recent studies on how digital tools (e.g., fintech, accounting software) specifically impact financial management in SMEs. For example:

· Berger, E. S., & Kuckertz, A. (2021). The role of digitalization in SME financing: A systematic literature review. Journal of Small Business Management. This paper explores how digital tools are transforming financial management and access to finance for SMEs.

· Gomber, P., Kauffman, R. J., Parker, C., & Weber, B. W. (2018). On the fintech revolution: Interpreting the forces of innovation, disruption, and transformation in financial services. Journal of Management Information Systems, 35(1), 220-265. This article discusses the broader impact of fintech on financial management.

Bartik, A. W., Bertrand, M., Cullen, Z., Glaeser, E. L., Luca, M., & Stanton, C. (2020). The impact of COVID-19 on small business outcomes and expectations. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 117(30), 17656-17666. This paper provides insights into how SMEs adapted their financial management during the pandemic.

Fairlie, R. W. (2020). The impact of COVID-19 on small business owners: Evidence from the first three months after widespread social-distancing restrictions. Journal of Economics & Management Strategy, 29(4), 727-740. This study discusses the financial challenges faced by SMEs during COVID-19.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	es, the language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communication. The article is well-written, with clear and formal language that adheres to academic standards.
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