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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Financial inclusion enhances the stability of financial institutions and economies, facilitates the mobilization of domestic savings, establishes lending opportunities, and boosts government income. Therefore, investigating Gender Disparity in Formal Financial Services utilization in Afghanistan is very important, especially by outlining the reasons why the disparity exists and the solutions to it.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	YES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The findings of the study are briefly presented. However, it would be beneficial to include a section discussing the significance or contribution of the study, providing readers with a better understanding of the broader implications and importance of the research findings. The authors listed barriers to financial inclusion are the same as the barriers listed by the world findex database. However, it would be appropriate to outline specific barriers for the case of Afghanistan instead of using the general barriers outlined by world findex.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	There are problems in the data section, the authors outlined that 2011-2021 data were used but they did not explain how the data are processed because the World Findex Database is reported every 3 years and sometimes 4 years. It started in 2007. It is reported in 2007, 2011, 2014, 2017 and 2021. The authors need to explain how the data is processed because stating 2011-2021 means 10 years. Running a regression with just 4 years of data is not ok.
After presenting the results, the next section should be the discussion of findings but the author insert another section which should be moved to the discussion of the findings or after it.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The authors did not review any 2024 papers and financial inclusion is a recent trend that has many recent publications. I recommend that the authors check these papers and others. 
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
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	Optional/General comments


	The introduction section should capture the hypothesis or research questions, source of data, model and a brief significance of the study.
The authors should also consider incorporating appropriate theories like Social Capital Theory, Complementary Theory, or others.
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