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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contains data on the importance of ectoparasite epidemiology and gastrointestinal parasites in cane rats, the presence of rat species that have an important impact on health, and significant economic impacts on health in Africa in the Ifedore Local Government Area, Ondo State, Nigeria.

The discovery of 100% of fleas on rat skin and 86,7% of intestinal nematode parasites in the rat intestine shows a high number that has the potential to be a zoonosis.

This manuscript also presents complete data on the sex of infected rats and the location where the infected rats were found, which can later be used as a reference for controlling zoonotic diseases related to society and veterinarians.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title "Survey of Ecto- and Gastrointestinal parasites of Wild Cane Rats (Thryonomys swinderianus) in Ifedore Local Government Area of Ondo State, Nigeria" is accurate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	This high parasite burden needs to be highlighted as a significant public health risk, especially in communities that use rats as a source of animal protein. Regular deworming, improved meat hygiene, and parasite surveillance are recommended to reduce this problem. Further research into the seasonal dynamics of this parasite and its transmission routes is essential for effective control.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The abstract is generally comprehensive, covering the main aspects of the study. However, the conclusion sentence needs to be refined. Here is my suggestion:

This high parasite burden poses a significant public health risk, especially in communities that rely on rats as a source of animal protein. Regular deworming, improved meat hygiene, and parasite surveillance are recommended to reduce this problem. Control will be more effective if further research is conducted to determine the seasonal dynamics of the parasite and its transmission routes.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references provided in the manuscript cover a range of relevant studies, but there are some areas for improvement in terms of adequacy and currency.

In particular, the work of Walker et al. 2003, although classic, could be supplemented with a five-year study on the taxonomy and molecular aspects of Ixodes ticks.

Some references are general (e.g. Bowman, 2014). References need to be more recent. If possible, more specific studies on the parasites identified (Ascaris sp., Trichuris sp., Trichostrongylus spp.) in wild rodents would strengthen the discussion.

More references are needed on the zoonotic potential of the parasites identified and Studies focusing on ecological factors influencing parasite transmission in wildlife populations. Studies examining the impact of environmental change, habitat fragmentation and climate on parasite prevalence would be relevant.

Additional studies focusing on the economic impact of parasites on livestock and wildlife in the region and Studies on the impact of bushmeat consumption on parasite transmission.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are generally suitable for scholarly communication
	

	Optional/General comments


	Here are some general comments:

1. Introduction:

• The beginning of the manuscript needs further development. Explain the important role of wild rats in the ecosystem of the study site, and why they are a significant food source.

• Include an explanation of the social and economic factors that influence rat hunting and consumption practices in the area.

2. Map of the Study Area:

• Include a map of the study area to provide a visual representation of the geographic location of the study. This will help readers understand the spatial context of the study.
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