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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a valuable contribution to the field of agricultural entrepreneurship, particularly in the context of Tripura. By analyzing the opportunities, challenges, and policy interventions for fostering agri-startups, it offers insights that can inform policymakers, researchers, and entrepreneurs. The study aligns with the growing global focus on sustainable agriculture and rural economic development, making it a relevant resource for future research and policy planning. Its emphasis on real-world challenges and strategic recommendations enhances its practical applicability, making it beneficial for both academia and industry.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, Promoting Agri-Entrepreneurship and Startups in Tripura: Opportunities, Challenges, and Strategic Recommendations, is clear and informative. However, a more concise alternative could be: "Agri-Entrepreneurship and Startups in Tripura: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Insights."
This revised title maintains clarity while making it more engaging and direct.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a solid overview of the study, covering the objectives, challenges, and policy recommendations. However, some minor refinements could enhance clarity. Specifically, the mention of "entrepreneurial and Startups ventures" is redundant, and the flow of information could be improved by briefly summarizing key findings or policy implications towards the end. Additionally, providing a brief statement on how this study fills a gap in existing research would strengthen its impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with a well-structured analysis supported by credible references. The discussion aligns with established research in agri-entrepreneurship, and the data presented are relevant. However, minor grammatical inconsistencies and abrupt transitions in some sections should be addressed to improve readability. Including more specific examples of successful agri-startups in Tripura would further substantiate the findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes an extensive list of references, many of which are recent and relevant. However, integrating more recent research (from 2023-2024) on agri-tech innovations and entrepreneurship policies in Northeast India would enhance its relevance. If available, studies on digital market linkages and financial models for small-scale agri-entrepreneurs could be useful additions.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally suitable for scholarly communication but could benefit from minor refinements. There are a few grammatical inconsistencies (e.g., subject-verb agreement issues in the introduction) and some awkward phrasing that could be improved for better clarity. A careful proofreading or professional language review would enhance the manuscript’s overall readability and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	We sincerely commend the authors for their well-researched and insightful manuscript, Promoting Agri-Entrepreneurship and Startups in Tripura: Opportunities, Challenges, and Strategic Recommendations. The depth of analysis, extensive literature references, and structured discussion make this work a valuable contribution to the field of agricultural entrepreneurship. The manuscript effectively captures the potential of Tripura’s agricultural sector and highlights the challenges and strategic interventions necessary for fostering innovation and sustainability.

 
While the manuscript is well-articulated, a few minor refinements could enhance its impact. There are occasional grammatical inconsistencies (e.g., subject-verb agreement in the introduction) and some abrupt transitions between sections that could be smoothed out for better coherence. Additionally, in certain areas, providing specific examples (such as successful agri-tech startups in Tripura) or additional data to support claims (e.g., the impact of financial constraints on entrepreneurship) would further strengthen the argument.

Minor revision:

· Abstract: The phrase "entrepreneurial and Startups ventures" is redundant. "Startups" should suffice.

· Introduction: "Northeast India, including Tripura, present a unique opportunity” → "presents a unique opportunity" (subject-verb agreement issue).

· Introduction: The phrase "agripreneurship emerges as a potential solution that aligns with these goals" could benefit from clarification—how exactly does it align?

· Methodology: "Secondary sources of information were performed" → "Secondary sources were analyzed" (awkward phrasing).

· Methodology: The phrase "structured into four key thematic categories" could be more specific—listing the categories might improve clarity.

· Current Status of Agriculture in Tripura: The transition between different subtopics (e.g., land use, cropping patterns, irrigation) feels abrupt—consider adding linking sentences for flow.

· Land Use and Agricultural Landholding Patterns: "The challenge of managing these small parcels of land limits agricultural productivity and intensification efforts." This could be supported with data or examples for clarity.

· Irrigation and Water Management: "To address water scarcity issues and improve irrigation efficiency "—consider specifying any results or impact of these efforts.

· Farm Mechanization: "The government, through schemes such as the Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM), is promoting farm mechanization..." A brief example of how this impacts farmers in Tripura would strengthen this section.

· Emerging Trends in Agriculture: "Farmers in Tripura are increasingly shifting towards climate-resilient crops and agroforestry systems"—specific examples would improve the argument.

· Challenges Facing Agriculture: "Despite its potential, agriculture in Tripura faces several challenges low agricultural productivity especially for rice"—needs rewording for better readability.

· Financial Constraints: The phrase "Many rely on informal credit sources with high-interest rates, which limits the scalability of their ventures"—could benefit from a statistic or reference.

· Market Linkages: "Middlemen dominate the supply chain, reducing profit margins for producers"—a real-world example or case study would add depth.

· Organic Farming and Certification: "Cluster–based approach may be beneficial for the re-source–poor small and marginal farmers..."—"resource-poor" does not need a hyphen.

· Agri-Tech and Digital Platforms: "From precision farming to digital marketplaces, technology plays a key role..."—consider adding specific examples of startups or platforms already making an impact in Tripura.

· Sustainable Agriculture and Climate-Smart Practices: "Introducing agroforestry systems—combining tree planting with crop cultivation—can boost soil fertility..."—mentioning an example from Tripura would be useful.

· Government Policies and Initiatives: "TIIPIS supports agri-entrepreneurs in setting up units in rural and tribal areas, enhancing regional equity."—consider specifying how this support is provided.

· Digital Initiatives: "These platforms have empowered farmers to make informed decisions, ensuring fair prices for their produce."—a comparison of pre- and post-digital adoption results could improve this.

· Recommendations for Promoting Agri-Entrepreneurship: The phrase "Financial institutions should create specific loan schemes and insurance packages that cater to the unique needs of agri-startups..."—does such a scheme exist already, or is this purely a recommendation?

· Conclusion: "With the right strategies and coordinated efforts, Tripura has the potential to emerge as a leader in agri-entrepreneurship..."—consider specifying what key strategies would make this happen.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


	Reviewer Details:



	Name:
	Kuldeep

	Department, University & Country
	G.B. Pant University of Agriculture & Technology, India


Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

