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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study examines the integration dynamics within five major paddy wholesale markets in India using Johansen co-integration analysis and a vector error correction model (VECM). The study revealed the existence of a long-term integration relationship between prices in the selected markets. The authors proposed policies aimed at improving market monitoring for better price forecasting.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title of the article is suitable.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is complete. except that the authors should delete the sentence “The Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) unit root test revealed that the initial data sets were non-stationary, yet attained stationarity upon first differencing”. This sentence is not important in the abstract. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. However, in view of the data used (menual data), the authors need to examine the presence of seasonality for each of the series before performing the stationarity test. They should use seasonally adjusted data for VECM modeling.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality of the article is suitable
	

	Optional/General comments


	The article is well written and uses a rigorous scientific approach. However, I found a few errors or omissions that the authors should take into account:

-Author or reference citations: authors should review these citations throughout the paper and adapt them to the standard ''PLFS, 2023-24''; ''Economic Survey, 2024-25''; ''Agricultural Statistics at a Glance, 2023''. 

Seasonality test: authors must detect the presence or absence of seasonality in each series and use the seasonally-adjusted series in the model. 

Example of seasonality test: ''Kruskal-Wallis test''; ''Friedman test''; ''Census X-12 or X-13 test (Seasonal adjustment and Identifiable Seasonality test - SI)''.
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