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[image: image1.emf]  Analysis of Maize Area, Production,and Productivity Trends :  A Study of  Kurnool District, Andhra Pradesh       ABSTRACT   Aim:   The present study was conducted on Trends of area, production and productivity of  maize   in  K urnool   district of Andhra Pradesh.  The was undertaken to analyse the  Compound Growth Rates of  area, production and productivity of maize for the last 20  (2001 - 2021) years’  time series data of both  Andhra Pradesh state as well as Kurnool district.    Place and Duration of Study:   The study wa s carried out in  Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh  during  2022.   Methodology:   For the study the   secondary data and related information were collected from concerned  departments, textbooks, handbooks, journals, reports.    Results:   The results from the study revealed that  the compound growth rate (CGR) of Andhra Pradesh  (2001 - 21) was negative in term  of area but recorded positive for production and productivity but not - significant. The compound growth rate (CGR) of Kurnool (2001 - 21) was positive in terms of area,  production and productivity and all were significant.   Conclusion:   The study underscores th e importance of continued research, farmer support programs,  and efficient agricultural policies to optimize maize production and contribute to food security and  economic stability in the region.   Keywords :  K urnool ,  Maize,  Production, Productivity, Trends     1.  INTRODUCTION   Maize ( Zea mays L. ) is one of the most important cereal crops in India, serving as a crucial  component of food security, livestock feed, and industrial raw material.  It is grown on roughly  193.7  million hectares, producing 1147.7 million to nnes  and producing 5.75 t/ha globally, with a wide range  of soil, climate, biodiversity, and management techniques, and accounting for 37% of the world's grain  production ( Anonymous,   2019).  India ranks fourth in area and seventh in production among  nations that  cultivate maize, accounting for around 4% of global maize area and 2% of total production. In India, the  area cultivated to produce   maize in 2018 – 19 was 9.2 million acres ( DACNET , 2020).  In 2020 – 2021,  India produced 30 million tonnes across 9. 9 million hectares (agricoop.nic.in).    Among the states contributing to India's maize production, Andhra Pradesh holds a significant  position .  The Guntur district saw the greatest maize output in 2019 – 20. Guntur (5.03 lakh tonnes), West  Godavari (4.40 lakh   tonnes), Srikakulam (2.61 lakh tonnes), Vizianagaram (2.45 lakh tonnes), and  Kurnool are the leading districts in terms of maize production    with  2.37 lakh tonnes   (An onymous ,  2021).  The district’s favorable agro - climatic conditions, improved hybrid variet ies, and evolving agricultural  practices have led to notable changes in the area, production, and productivity of maize over the years.    Understanding the trends in maize cultivation is essential for policymakers, farmers, and  stakeholders to optimize resource allocation, improve yields, and ensure sustainable production. 
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