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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Halitosis is a common problem but not many people are aware about it unless somebody else points it out to them. The people in the labour force have very little interest towards oral health. Understanding the risk factor in halitosis and oral health in general, will help educate and train the people towards better oral hygiene. Additionally, recognising if proximity of residents to the sea has a significant impact on oral health and habits will guide us to target this population accordingly.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is self-explanatory and clear.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	“Fishermen are a vulnerable population”- please give more context to this statement in relation to the study title.

Since the results present no statistically significant difference was verified between the groups and suggest worse habits and oral conditions in fishermen, modify the conclusion accordingly (not only directed towards halitosis).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Some sentences in the conclusion are confusing. Rewording and punctuations can provide better flow and readability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Recent and sufficient references provided. Check for the format of referencing as reference should be given in Vancouver format. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Some sentences in the conclusion are confusing. Rewording and punctuations can provide better flow and readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Since the entire population is of Port side residents, discussing literature about relation of salinity of the water and its effects on oral halitosis should be considered. If such relation does exist, discuss whether this is important risk factor, as fishermen tend to spend more time offshore.
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