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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study presents significant findings on the prevalence of beta-lactam-resistant Escherichia coli in healthcare settings in Lomé, Togo.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No. As prevalence is wrongly calculated as the data presented.

Characterization of Beta-Lactam-Resistant Escherichia coli Strains Isolated in Healthcare Settings in Lomé, Togo
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, yet changes required
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes.
The study is relevant and addresses a critical issue of antimicrobial resistance in E. coli.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes,
	

	Optional/General comments


	There are errors in prevalence calculations and issues with clarity and structure that need to be addressed

Corrected Prevalence Calculations 

Total E. coli isolates = 821

Total beta-lactam-resistant E. coli = 173

ESBL-producing E. coli isolates = 108

Carbapenem-resistant E. coli isolates = 11

Revised Prevalence Rates

Prevalence of beta-lactam-resistant E. coli = (173/821) × 100 = 21.07%

Prevalence of ESBL-producing E. coli = (108/821) × 100 = 13.16% (previously incorrectly calculated as 93.64% of only beta-lactam-resistant E. coli)

Prevalence of carbapenem-resistant E. coli = (11/821) × 100 = 1.34% (previously reported as 6.35% of only beta-lactam-resistant E. coli)

These revised values should be reflected in the Results and Discussion sections.
PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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