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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research was carried out in an area of high interest that is considered a world leader in organic farming. 

The research work shows sufficient sampling sites for fertility purposes to capture spatial variability in heterogeneous mountainous terrain.

The study covers five regions with unique climatic and topographic conditions, essential for spatial assessments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the research paper is appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The article includes the relevant aspects of the research paper.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript has a scientific character, although it is advisable to incorporate the objectives within the previous paragraph to give continuity to the text.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are recent and up to date, and conform to the structure suggested by the journal.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is appropriate
	

	Optional/General comments


	It is relevant to include a figure showing the geographical location of the study area. It is also important to include the area of each of the regions of Sikkim: Kabi, Chungthang, Mangan, Dzongu and Ringhim.

The study demonstrates that sufficient soil samples are available to allow for the generation of models of spatial variation of soil nutrients, and also for the validation of such models. Performing a nested analysis of variance allows the estimation of the variance components, and also allows the graphical representation of the patterns of variation through variograms, which allow the determination of the cumulative variance as a function of the different hierarchical levels considered. The inclusion of some plots of cumulative variance as a function of distance would be very useful to visualize the nutrients with the greatest variation in the geographical areas considered. The study could incorporate the behaviour of some auxiliary variables (e.g. derived from a DEM) in order to determine whether the variation of soil and environmental attributes occurs over a given range of scales, and to visualize the different contributions to the total variation.

It is necessary to include thematic maps or interpolation plots to show the spatial distribution of soil nutrients. This will allow the visualization and behaviour of nutrients according to the spatial variation present.

In a paragraph of the Discussion of Results it is mentioned that topographic factors are responsible for the variation in organic carbon, and that differences in soil management also play an important role. In this sense, it is suggested to consider the incorporation of attributes derived from a digital elevation model of the area in order to correlate them with soil attributes, in order to have more clarity on the spatial distribution of nutrients.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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