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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The article reports an important issue in plant and soil science - the combined effect of lime and vermicompost on soil properties and crop production in acidic soil in general. The results of the study are specifically significant in the case of very acidic soils Northern Ethiopia. The study uses a practical approach of integrating lime and vermicompost which plays significant role in sustainable agriculture. The study contributes a valuable data for future research. and for policy makers in the area of soil fertility management. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The tittle is good and well shows the content of the study. However., a more precise alternative tittle like that of below can be used for better clarity:

“Synergetic (or you can say combined) effects of lime and vermicompost on yield and yield components of barley (Hordeum Vulgar L.) and Soil properties in acidic soil of north-western Ethiopia”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well detailed and structured. It also well summarizes the objectives, methods, key results, recommendations and future research direction. However, including all the four quantitative rates of the lime and vermicompost would improve its depth. 
Finally, it would be fine if one sentence of policy and practical implications of findings of the study at the end of the abstract. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is scientifically correct. The experimental design and statistical analysis are well formulated and are right for the objectives of the study. 
The results of the study are well discussed but it requires to be compared and contrasted with additional similar past and recent key studies. 
An incorporation of detailed mechanism of the interactions of lime and vermicompost in the result and discussions section would greatly improve the discussions.

If map of the study area and figure of Maximum, minimum and average temperatures, and mean monthly rainfall of study region or district is included in the materials and method, it greatly enhances the paper.

I recommend a table of correlational coefficient among soil and barley yield parameters and a table of partial analysis of treatments of on barley yield (if available) are included in the results and discussions sections.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and include all the foundational works in the topic of the study. However, the papper can benefit from the following recent and past works:

Terefe, Z., Feyisa, T., Molla, E., & Ejigu, W. (2024). Effects of vermicompost and lime on acidic soil properties and malt barley (Hordeum Distichum L.) productivity in Mecha district, northwest Ethiopia. PloS one, 19 (12), e0311914.

Abebe, A., Yli-Halla, M., Wogi, L., & Bekele, A. (2024). Effect of lime, blended fertilizer and vermicompost on maize (Zea mays) yield in Assosa district, north-western Ethiopia. The Indian Journal of Agricultural Sciences, 94(3), 286-290.

DERESSA, T. C. (2018). EFFECT OF LIME AND VERMICOMPOST AMENDMENTS ON SELECTED SOIL PROPERTIES AND WHEAT (Triticum aestivum L.) PRODUCTIVITY ON NITISOLS OF NEGASA AREA, EAST WOLLEGA ZONE, ETHIOPIA.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality of the article very suitable for scholarly communication. I found no language issues in it.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study significant contributes to plant and soil science. If some tables in the results and discussions section are changed to bar graphs that compare treatments, it would create variety and clarity to the results of the study. If cost effectiveness and scalability issue of proposed soil amendments, it would increase the study’s practical significance.
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