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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides critical insights into the microbial safety of fresh-cut fruits sold by street vendors, a subject of significant public health importance. The findings highlight the prevalence of microbial contamination, with seven out of ten fruit samples exceeding the acceptable levels of Staphylococcus aureus set by the Ghana Standards Authority, and seven samples showing traces of Listeria monocytogenes. These results underscore the potential risks of fruit-borne diseases associated with the consumption of street-vended fresh-cut fruits. Additionally, the detection of E. coli in one sample further emphasizes the need for stringent hygiene and food safety measures. Despite some samples meeting regulatory standards for specific microbes, the overall findings indicate a concerning pattern of contamination that could pose health risks to consumers. This study provides valuable data to guide regulatory authorities, vendors, and public health interventions aimed at improving food safety standards and reducing the risk of foodborne illnesses.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	"Assessment of Microbial Load in Freshly Cut Street Fruits and Its Health Implications in the Tamale Metropolis," is broadly suitable, as it captures the key aspects of the study: the assessment of microbial contamination, the focus on fresh-cut street fruits, the health implications, and the geographical context
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically correct based on the information provided, as it is grounded in empirical data and adheres to established food safety standards (e.g., Ghana Standards Authority and GSS 955).
Clear Aim and Methodology: The study is well-structured with a clear aim to assess microbial load and identify specific pathogens in fresh-cut fruits.

Regulatory Standards: The study aligns with regulatory standards and uses these as benchmarks to evaluate food safety.

Detailed Findings: Specific microbial loads and comparisons to acceptable thresholds are presented, making the results relevant for public health and regulatory purposes.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes . But few spelling mistakes in the abstract
	

	Optional/General comments


	Check the organism nomenclature in the abstract.
Listeria monocytogenes, Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli  names should be checked for mistakes including first letter should be capital and rest of all in small letters. 
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