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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript states in detail the potential to isolate biosurfact-producing bacterial from hydrocarbon contaminated surface water in parts of the oil-producing Niger Delta region of Nigeria. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	YES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	YES, the abstract is well-detailed
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	YES
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	Abstract

TPH and GC/MS should be written in full where they first appeared before abbreviations.

INTRODUCTION

· Second paragraph; put hyphen between hydrocarbon and contaminated. (The restoration of hydrocarbon-contaminated environment (soil and water) requires the elimination and removal of the pollutants through physicochemical and biological techniques.
· Also, put hyphen between process and dependent limitations

· The unique property of biosurfactants is their ability to minimize surface and interfacial tension between two phases such as oil and gas thereby causing them to emulsify and spread easily as emulsions in water or other liquids (Sarubbo et al 2022; Hassanshahian and Ravan; 2018). Hassanshahian and Ravan; 2018 should be cited before Sarubbo et al 2022.

· Paragraph 4, first sentence, remove the by between including and bacteria  (including by bacteria).
Materials and Methods

2.2 Physicochemical and Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons Analyses of the Assayed Oceanwater Sample 

· Determination of the levels of TPHs in the sample was carried out using GC-MS by operating MSD in selective ion monitoring (SIM)…. (You didn’t state the full meaning of MSD). 

2.3.5 Oil spread assay

The oil spread assay was performed following the procedure of Youssef et al. (2004) and Sharma et al. (2014). I added 100 µL diesel oil unto 50 mL distilled water in a clean glass Petri dish, followed by adding 10µL of the cell-free culture supernatant to the oil surface. Rephrase the above sentence highlighted in red. 

Results and Discussion

Physicochemical and Heavy Metal Composition of Oceanwater of Araromi Sea-side

The authors gave results for some physicochemical properties and heavy metals and stated that some of these parameters were high without stating the acceptable limits for these parameters in surface water. Provide WHO standard of these parameters.
Table 2: Quantification of Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon in the Oceanwater of Araromi Sea-side

Provide a key below this table stating the meaning of RT and Q value
Figure 3-5

· Bacterial isolates should be italicized 

References

References are not properly arranged and the name of someof the journals are not written in full. 


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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