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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research article titled “Zeuxine seetharamii (Orchidaceae: Goodyerinae): A new species from Western Ghats, Karnataka, India” provides a well-documented description of a new orchid species, Zeuxine seetharamii.
1. This article gives new insights into orchid phylogenetics and systematics.
2. This manuscript greatly helps in clarifying phylogenetic relationships between orchid species (particularly Zeuxine sp.) and also aids in improving classification systems.
3. Further, the manuscript helps in tracing out evolutionary lineages and understanding orchid species distribution and adaptation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Zeuxine seetharamii (Orchidaceae): A new species from the Western Ghats, India
(slightly modified title)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is up to the mark. Authors should check the grammar and punctuation strictly. They can add some more points 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. The authors should go through the comments and address them carefully. Original plant photographs in natural habitats are strictly needed.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The Authors are requested to update the references and strictly follow the journal (AJRIB) format
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, Okay
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Title is modified, authors should check
2. Authors should thoroughly check the dissimilarity with other Zeuxine species.
3. Authors recorded this species in low altitude or high altitude. Please confirm.
4. Authors should clarify the description written based on a single specimen or 3-4 specimens of the same species in the same habitat.
5. Did the authors notice any morphological or anatomical variation in roots?
6. The authors should confirm the exact flowering and fruiting stage. All recorded 25-30 individuals flowered at the same time. Did the authors notice it?
7. The authors should incorporate the original photograph of Zeuxine seetharamii in its wild habitat.
8. What about the altitude of the Z. seetharamii. Did the authors record any altitudinal variations?
9. Are latitude and longitude accurate? Are they accurate? up to what distance? Is any GPS position available?
10. Did the authors observe the same morphological variations in all the 25-30 individuals?  If so are they in flowering/fruiting stage.
11. Authors should strictly follow the Journal format.

12.  
Authors are requested to incorporate the photos of flowering and fruiting.

13. What about the altitude of all the mentioned Zeuxine species?

14. Did the authors collect all the mentioned Zeuxine species from the same habitat or different habitats?

15. If authors collected all these Zeuxine species from different habitats, why are the locations not mentioned in the manuscript?

16. What variations are observed in seed structures? The authors should indicate the variations with the help of arrows in the figure

17. Did the authors collect seeds from the Same habitat?

18. Where is the methodology of Seed Morphometry? Instrument name, how seeds are prepared for SEM analysis.

19. Authors should replace the photograph with the original Herbarium sheet photo. Modifying of the photo is strictly prohibited 
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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