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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study addresses a critical gap in understanding the relationship between consumer buying behavior and perceptions of ready-to-eat (RTE) foods among college students in Santo Tomas, Davao del Norte, Philippines. It provides localized insights into a demographic that heavily influences market trends and public health outcomes. The findings offer actionable recommendations for promoting healthier dietary habits, guiding parents, and informing policymakers and food industries. By linking consumer behavior theories (e.g., Theory of Planned Behavior) to RTE food choices, the study contributes to interdisciplinary research in nutrition, behavioral economics, and public health.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and relevant but could be more concise. like:
"Consumer Buying Behavior and Perceptions of Ready-to-Eat Foods: A Study Among College Students in Santo Tomas, Philippines."
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract summarizes key aspects but lacks clarity on the theoretical framework and specific research instruments. 

· Mention the Theory of Planned Behavior explicitly.

· Briefly describe the adapted questionnaires 

· Specify the research gap (e.g., lack of local studies on RTE foods in the Philippines).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· Strengths: Appropriate use of stratified random sampling, Slovin’s formula, and Pearson correlation. Tables are well-structured, and statistical analysis is robust.

· Concerns:

· The hypothesis states "no significant a significant relationship" (typo). Revise to: "no significant relationship."
· The conceptual framework conflates independent (consumer behavior) and dependent (perception) variables. Clarify operational definitions.

· Ethical approval and informed consent are not mentioned. This must be addressed.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are Mix of recent (2023) and foundational works (Ajzen, 1991). However, some improvements required:

· Include seminal works on RTE foods (e.g., "Convenience Food Products: Drivers for Consumption" by Buckley et al., 2007).

· Correct formatting inconsistencies (e.g., "Bondoc, Florendo, Taguiwalo, & Eustaquio, 2019" appears twice).

· Add missing citations (e.g., "Khan and Abbas, 2023" cited in-text but absent in references).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally readable but requires editing for grammar and clarity. Examples:

· "Is there a significant a significant relationship..." → Remove repetition.

· "Students hold a highly favorable perception of ready-to-eat foods, demonstrating a strong preference for convenience-oriented meal options." → Split into two sentences.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Detailed tables and practical recommendations for stakeholders.
· Discuss limitations (e.g., single-region sampling limits generalizability).

· Compare findings with similar studies in other developing countries.

· Expand the discussion on how cultural factors (e.g., Filipino street food culture) influence perceptions.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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