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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript adds value in the body of knowledge as it reflects the pivotal role of BRICS as a transformative platform reshaping the global political and economic order, promising a significant and positive shift in the trajectory of international relations, shared resources and partnerships. By focusing on Ethiopia’s recent inclusion into BRICS, the study sheds light on the opportunities and challenges East Africa faces in navigating an evolving multipolar world. The paper additionally highlights Ethiopia’s strategic importance as a rising regional powerhouse, emphasizing its potential to amplify East Africa’s voice in global governance structures that have historically marginalized the continent. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Not entirely, BRICS is Brazil, Russia, China, India and South Africa, with new additions it has become BRICS+. If the study was done before the inclusion of these countries, the topic would be spot on. Somewhere BRICS+ needs to appear as an  indication of the current state.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, Through a neo-Gramscian lens, the article critically contributes to the discourse on South-South cooperation, offering insights into Africa’s emerging agency in countering hegemonic global systems.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, interestingly touching on the Karzan Declaration with is one of the most recent strengthens relevance of the article. BRICS Business Council Reports can be good additional resources. They are a source of economic data, plans and comparative analysis of each country.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the language used is academic and of good quality.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This study will assist other countries particularly with the sources used to go into detail in them to establish their suitability and areas of partnership with their counterparts within the BRICS Bloc. As new entrants join BRICS+, they will be able to compare they focus areas and interests and better align strategically.
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