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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is an important contribution to the scientific community as it critically examines the transformative role of BRICS expansion—specifically Ethiopia’s inclusion—in shaping a multipolar global order. By integrating neo-Gramscian theoretical insights with contemporary geopolitical dynamics, the paper offers a nuanced understanding of South–South cooperation and the rebalancing of global power away from traditional Western hegemony. Its in‐depth discussion of both the opportunities and challenges that Ethiopia faces as a new BRICS member enriches academic debate and provides a fresh perspective on international relations. Moreover, incorporating the section “Literature Review” would further strengthen the manuscript’s foundation by linking recent empirical insights on the Global South’s influence and global trade governance to its theoretical framework.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is informative and broadly reflects the content. However, it could be more concise. For example, an alternative title might be:

“Ethiopia in BRICS: Opportunities and Challenges in a Multipolar World.”

This alternative still captures the core focus while being slightly more direct.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a clear statement of purpose, mentions the theoretical framework (neo-Gramscian theory), and summarizes the main findings. However, it does not include distinct subheadings (e.g., Aims, Literature Review, Methodology, Results) as recommended by the guidelines. Adding brief structured sub-sections would improve clarity. Additionally, while the abstract outlines the topic well, it could benefit from a bit more detail regarding the methodology and data and a slight tightening to remain within the 300-word limit.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The paper offers a thorough analysis of Ethiopia’s inclusion in BRICS, discussing the prospects of a multipolar world order from economic, political, and security perspectives. The use of the neo-Gramscian theoretical framework is appropriate for interrogating the power shifts in international relations. 

Structure
The manuscript is divided into sections (Introduction, Theoretical Framework, analysis of global polarity, country-specific discussion, prospects, challenges, and Conclusion). However, it does not fully conform to the recommended structure for research articles. In particular, the following aspects need attention: 

· Numbered Sections: The guidelines suggest numbering sections (e.g., 1. Introduction, 2. Methodology, etc.).

· Methodology Section: Although the study is conceptual and theoretical, a dedicated “Methodology” or “Analytical Framework” section would help clarify the approach.

· Additional Sections: There is no separate section for “Acknowledgments,” “Competing Interests,” or “Authors’ Contributions,” all of which are required by the submission guidelines.

Scientific Accuracy:
The manuscript is scientifically sound in its discussion of international relations concepts. Some areas would benefit from further precision in language (see Language/English quality below).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript is generally understandable; however, there are several minor language and grammatical issues (e.g., “is been” instead of “has been”, occasional punctuation errors, and inconsistencies in capitalization such as “united state” vs. “United States”). A thorough copy-edit for grammar, punctuation, and consistency is recommended before resubmission.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript provides a comprehensive discussion of Ethiopia’s potential and challenges within the BRICS framework. Yet, alignment with the submission guidelines in terms of formatting and section organization would enhance its overall presentation and compliance.

The integration of literature review (as noted above) will help situate the argument within a broader academic debate.
	

	Optional/General comments


	While the article provides an insightful analysis of Ethiopia’s role in BRICS and its implications for a multipolar world order, adherence to the journal’s submission guidelines is incomplete. Addressing the structural and language issues through a major revision will greatly enhance the manuscript’s clarity, readability, and compliance with the journal’s standards.
Based on the content, theoretical contribution, and discussion, the manuscript has substantial merit. However, there are significant issues related to formatting, structural compliance with submission guidelines, and minor language errors.
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