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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Surely, the topic is very timely. BRICS is now expanding by increasing its members recently. Therefore, presenting this topic with a specific emphasis on Ethiopia’s involvement to the scientific community is very important. This paper may give a clue for similar works on the other countries which recently joined the BRICS countries. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is fine. But the word ‘quest’ seems misguiding – indicates that BRICS is expanding with a mission of creating a multipolar world for which the author could not explain it. For example, we can put it like this way; ‘Prospects and Challenges of Ethiopia’s Inclusion in the expanding BRICS Forum”. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	I can suggest two modifications. Stating the Gramscian theory as critical is very conclusive. Second, the conclusion of the paper is not well presented in the abstract. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	It is correct but the theoretical foundation of the paper is weak. The Gramscian theory is presented but the analysis part has nothing to do with this theory. There must be a linkage. Besides, most of the analysis part is very shallow and does not support by enough evidences. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	I do not think so. There are many but basic editorial and language mistakes in the paper. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Ethiopia is said to be the biggest economy in the region but there is no evidence presented. 
· In the ‘economic opportunities’ part, the opportunities from BRICS countries is assumed to be better than the others – Western countries. What is the evidence? 
· Similarly, in the security, and political opportunities, very shallow analysis is presented - it ignores the challenges of joining the forum 

· Ethiopia is now implementing an IMF sponsored policy these days. It would be great if the paper explains how joining the BRICS and implementing this policy at the same time affects the economy. 
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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