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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. Authors must write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper contributes positively to efficiency modelling in presenting a multilevel stochastic frontier. The paper addresses a primary flaw of standard efficiency models, which traditionally fail to consider data hierarchy, which leads to biased efficiency measurements. This paper gives persuasive evidence of enhanced efficiency estimation when data structure is accounted for, based on a simulation study comparing a proposed multilevel model and three standard models.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, it is a legitimate title and it is a proper summary of this study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a clear summary of the study, for example, identifying the problem, methodology, and key results. The abstract can, however, be improved by being expressed clearly in the introduction, for instance, "We supply a new multi-level stochastic frontier model for improved efficiency estimation in clustered data contexts." Summarising briefly on methodology, for example, how it was implemented in Limdep and RStudio. Along with primary quantitative outcomes of the simulations, for example, differences in efficiency between models. Clarifying its contribution in the last sentence by describing its contribution to practical applications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is well-founded scientifically, with a delineated methodology and valid comparisons between models. The use of simulated data makes it possible for data structure influences on efficiency estimation to be distinguished clearly. Notwithstanding, additional detail on the generation of, and inclusion of, level-2 variables in the model is needed. Besides, a detailed discussion of potential real-world applications of this model (for instance, in medicine, education, or studies of banking efficiency) would enhance the contribution of this study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions for additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a varied set of references, which span from seminal works on stochastic frontier models (Aigner et al., 1977; Meeusen and van den Broeck, 1977) to more recent contributions on hierarchical modeling (Aiello & Bonanno, 2015; Johnes, 2006). Some references, though, are dated (for instance, Harville, 1977; Swamy, 1970).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Partially. The manuscript is in technical academic language, although it includes a variety of grammatical errors and complex sentences. Proofreading or editing by an expert in language would make it easier to read.
	

	Optional/General comments


	No General Comments
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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