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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	I found this manuscript plays an important role as an alternative approach for efficiency analysis for the scientific community. This approach allows for the measurement of efficiency at various levels (individual, team, organizational), providing a more thorough understanding of performance. This means, by breaking down efficiency measurements, countries/firms/organizations can pinpoint specific areas needing improvement, making interventions more effective.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	I found the title is suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract was written well. But it will be better to start from the problem of the conventional models used for efficiency analysis. Suggestions:

 The convention efficiency measuring models failed to consider the structure of the data set. Ignoring this fact may result in falsification of efficiency scores. Accordingly, the multilevel……
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The approach the author/s followed to show the importance of MLM approach where data structure matters in economic analysis is scientific and correct. However, I have some questions related to simulation issues:
1. The authors used panel data for simulation. Can the MLM equally works for cross-sectional data set?

2. In panel stochastic frontier model analysis, we have two sets of model. The first is time invariant models which believe efficiency do not vary with time but it varies across entities. The second one is time varying models commonly called True/random fixed effects model by Greene, 2005 and generalized true fixed/random effects model by Kumbhakar et al , 2014. Why not you simulate and check the performance of MLM to efficiency measurement to these models? Why with OLS/ pooled OLS? I raised this point because recently the Kumbhakar at al, 2014 developed a comprehensive model which differentiates un observed heterogeneity from inefficiency components by decomposing the total error terms in to four components.

3. What characteristics of MLM makes it different from non- parametric models like DEA
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Reference is ok, but in text citation and reference lists are inconsistence. Better for the author/s to revise consistency related to formatting issues
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language is okay. However, some editorial issues are needed. Example: Fragmented paragraphs have been seen in the manuscript starting from line 63-65. Equations are not well written, specifically the sub scrip is not properly written from equation 8-12 and others too.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Give more emphasis on the practical contribution of MLM from parametric and non- parametric models point of view in the introduction part of the manuscript
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